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Sato Holds News Conference on U.S. Trade 
OW251323 Tokyo KYODO in English 1217 GMT 
Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 25 KYODO—Agricuiture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato said Monday he is 
leaving Tuesday for Washington in . last-minute attempt 
to settle a bilateral farm trade dispute. 


Sato told a press conference he will pursue a realistic 
solution to the beef and citrus trade rift during his stay in 
the United States lasting through May 6. 


He stopped short of saying if any concessions would be 
made to the United States, which is pressing Japan to 
immediately remove quotas on farm imports or produce 
a timetable for liberalization along with compensation 
measures. 


The ruling Liberal Democratic Party, which held a farm 
subcommittee session the same day, approved Sato’s 
visit to the United States on condition that he adheres to 
a party resolution not to liberalize imports of beef, 
Oranges and orange juice, LDP officials said. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, with whom Sato met 
after attending the LDP farm panel session, also agreed 
that the farm minister should go to Washington, govern- 
ment officials said. 


Government and LDP leaders will meet Tuesday morn- 
ing before Sato’s departure to discuss whether the farm 
minister should be given a free hand in reaching a 
political settlement of the issue, party officials said. 


The LDP will send six of its farm lobby members along 
with Sato, including Tsutomu Hata, head of the party's 
research commission on comprehensive agriculture. 


Sato’s entourage will also include three high-level farm 
ministry officials, including Hidero Maki, vice farm 
minister for international affairs, who represented Japan 
during last week’s talks in Tokyo with Deputy U.S. 
Trade Representative Michael Smith. 


All opposition parties have also agreed to hold a major 
rally in the Diet Tuesday in opposition to liberaiization 
of farm trade, opposition sources said. 


The Japan Socialist Party, Komeito, Democratic Sucial- 
ist Party, Japan Communist Party and the United Socia! 
Democratic Party will send delegates to the session 
which will pass a resolution and send it to Takeshita, the 
sources said. 


Representatives from farmer and consumer organiza- 
tions will also attend the rally, they said. 


NORTHEAST ASIA i 


Meanwhile, Australian Ambassador to Japan Walter 
Miller met LDP secretary General Shintaro Abe in the 
Diet Monday and urged Japan not to act against the 
interest of Australia, the largest beef exporter to Japan, 
LDP officials said. 


Australia is prepared to file a complaint with the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) against Japan's 
farm trade controls if Japan settles the dispute with the 
United States to Australia’s disadvantage, the officials 
quoted Miller as saying. 


Abe ‘old Miller that Japan will also hold talks with 
Australia if it reaches an agreement with the U.S. 


Both Japan and the United States hope to settle the farm 
trade dispute through bilateral talks rather than the 
GATT, which is scheduled to hold a meeting in Geneva 
on May 4, 


Japan has proposed import surcharges on beef and citrus 
imports in exchange fo, removing import quotas on beef 
in three years and or. oranges and orange juice in five 
years, government sources said. 


During the three- to five-year transitional period, Japan 
plans to increase beef import quotas by up to 25,000 tons 
annually, compared with the fiscal 1987 quota of 
214,000 tons, the sources said. 


Japan also proposes to increase import quotas on 
Oranges and orange juice by around 11,000 tons and 
10,000 tons, respectively, the sources said. Orange and 
Orange juice import quotas in fiscal 1987 were 126,000 
tons and 8,500 tons, respectively. 


The United States, however, strongly opposes the intro- 
duction of any import duties, the sources said. 


The US. is also urging Japan to increase import quotas 
on beef by 50 percent and on oranges by 25 percent 
annually while Japan phases out quotas. It also demands 
raising orange juice import quotas to 30.000 tons in 
fiscal 1988 and by 25 percent annually until the quota 
system is removed, they said. 


As part of Japan’s compensatory measures, Washington 
also wants Japan to lower import tariffs on a number of 
other farm import items such as grapefruit, they said. 


Authorized To Settle Dispute 
OW260349 Tokyo KYODO in English 0333 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 26 KYODO—The government and 
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party agreed on Tuesday 
to give full authority to Agriculture, Forestry and Fish- 
eries Minister Takashi Sato to settle a beef and oranges 
trade dispute with the United States, LDP sources said. 
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The agreement was reached at a meeting of top govern- 
ment and LDP leaders convened hours before Sato was 
to leave for Washington for talks with American offi- 
cials. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, Chief Cabinet Secre- 
tary Keizo Obuchi and LDP Secretary General Shintaro 
Abe attended the session. 


Among other cabinet members present were Foreign 
Minister Sosuke Uno, Finance Minister Kiichi Miya- 
zawa, International Trade and Industry Minister Hajime 
Tamura and Sato himself. 


Masayoshi Ito, chairman of the LDP’s decision-making 
Executive Council, and Michio Watanabe, chairman of 
the LDP Policy Affairs Research Council, also attended 
the session, as did the heads of three party farm panels. 


A two-point agreement reached at the session urged the 
farm minister to maintain Japan’s basic position to 
protect domestic production of beef and “mikan” orang- 
es, noting that these farm items are fundamental crops 
for Japanese agriculture and support regional economies. 


The government and ruling party will fully back Sato’s 
decisions in his talks with American officials and will 
jointly address any problems stemming from the negoti- 
ations, including related domestic measures if they are 
necessary, the agreement said. 


Sato told reporters he wants to overcome present diffi- 
culties and find a realistic solution through calm talks 
with the United States. 


While staying in the U.S. through May 6, the farm 
minister will hold last-minute talks with U.S. Trade 
Representative Clayton Yeutter. 


Six LDP Diet members will accompany Sato. Among 
them are Tsutomu Hata, head of the party’s research 
commission on comprehensive agriculture. 


Sato’s entourage also includes three high-level farm 
ministry officials, including Hidero Maki, vice minister 
for international affairs, who represented Japan during 
last week’s talks in Tokyo with Deputy U.S. Trade 
Representative Michael Smith. 


It is not known what kind of concessions Sato will be 
prepared to make to the United States, which is pressing 
Japan to immediately remove quotas on imports of beef, 
Oranges and orange juice or alternatively produce a clear 
timetable for libevalization along with compensation 
measures. 


Both Japan and the U.S. hope to settle the farm trade 
dispute through bilateral talks rather than have a settle- 
ment imposed by the Genera! Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The GATT Council is scheduled to hold a meeting in 
Geneva May 4 to study a U.S. complaint against Japan's 
farm import controls. 


Under a four-year agreement with the W.S. and Australia 
which expired on March 31, Japan set import quotas on 
beef at 214,000 tons, on oranges at | 26,000 tons, and on 
Orange juice at 8,500 tons during fiscal 1987, which 
ended on that date. 


No new agreement was reached to replace the 1984 
accord. 


During several rounds of bilateral talks, Japan has so far 
proposed the imposition of import surcharges on beef 
and oranges in exchange for removing quotas within 
three to five years, government sources said. 


The United States has strongly opposed the introduction 
of such import duties by Japan. 


During such a three- to five-year transitional period, 
Japan should increase import quotas drastically and 
lower import tariffs on a number of other farm items °' 
sources said. 


Leaves for Washington 
OW260905 Tokyo KYODO in English 0858 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


{Excerpt} Tokyo, April 26 KYODO—Agriculture, For- 
estry and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato left here for 
the United States Tuesday afternoon for talks with U.S. 
officials to settle a beef and orange trade dispute with 
that country. [passaage omitted] 


Zenchu Hints at Accepting Trade Decontrols 
OW261041 Tokyo KYODO in English 0933 GMT 
26 Apr 


[Text] Tokyo, April 26 KYODO—A senior officer of 
Japan’s powerful farmers organization Zenchu on Tues- 
day hinted at accepting farm trade liberalization as 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi 
Sato headed for Washington for last-minute talks. 


Masaji Shikata, deputy leader of the Central Union of 
Agricultural Cooperatives (Zenchu), said that his group 
may have no choice but to agree to liberalize imports of 
beef, oranges and orange juice if some protective mea- 
sures are taken. 


Shikata, however, reaffirmed Zenchu’s basic position 
that the farmers organization wants the government tc 
maintain opposition to American demands that Japan 
remove import quotas. 


Shikata responded to journalists’ questions at the head 
office of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) after attend- 
ing a meeting of officials from the LDP, the Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries ministry and Zenchu. 


FBIS-EAS-88-080 
26 April 1988 


Sato and LDP farm lobby leader Tsutomu Hata, who is 
accompanying Sato to the United States, were also 
present at the trilateral session. 


Shikata told the reporters that Japanese farmers have 
waged a decade-long fight against !jberalization of farm 
imports and still oppose it. 


But Zenchu is now required to acknowledge the world- 
wide trend toward liberalization, he said. 


Meanwhile, all five opposition political parties spon- 
sored a major rally in the Diet (parliament) against farm 
trade liberalization. 


The Japan Socialist Party, Komeito. Democratic Social- 
ist Party, Japan Communist Party and the United Social 
Democratic Party sent their secretaries general to the 
gathering. 


The rally passed a resolution saying that Japan is the 
world’s largest importer of foods and that the country 
needs no more farm imports. 


It also urged the government not to liberalize imports of 
beef, oranges and orange juice. 


Earlier in the day, top government and LDP leaders met 
and agreed to provide the farm minister with full author- 
ity to settle the beef and citrus trade dispute with the 
United States. 


House Approves Pact on U.S. Base Employees 
OW260827 Tokyo KYODO in English 0814 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 26 KYODO—The House of Repre- 
sentatives on Tuesday approved a revised Japan-U.S. 
agreement calling for Japan to bear all allowances paid to 
some 21,000 Japanese employees at U.S. military bases 
in Japan. 


An estimated 42 billion yen is necessary annually to pay 
the allowances, officials said. 


The agreement will automaticaly become law within 30 
days. 


Japan has promoted efforts to share financial burden for 
the United States maintaining its forces in Japan, the 
officials said. 


PRC ‘Not Expected’ To Pursue Okuno Remarks 
OW251329 Tokyo KYODO in English 1149 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 25 KYODO—China is not expected 
to make an issue of a Japanese Cabinet member's remark 
concerning senior leader Deng Xiaoping and Japanese 
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politicians’ visits to Yasukuni Shrine while Foreign 
Minister Sosuke Uno visits China soon, a top-level 
Foreign Ministry official said Monday. 


The official also said that the government has yet to 
receive any official protest from China against Natic.1al 
Land Agency Director General Seisuke Okuno’s state- 
ment last Friday which blasted as a “crying shame” 
Chinese “dictation” to Japan on visits by its political 
leaders to spring memorial services at Tokyo’s Yasukuni 
Shrine. 


Okuno further urged top politicians to appear at the 
shrine where Japanese war dead, including “Class-A war 
criminals,” are honored. 


Okuno also reportedly denied that Japan was the only 
aggressor nation prior to and during World War Il, 
saying Japan fought to protect itself at a time when 
non-Asians had “colonized” the region. 


Although the Chinese and South Korean mass media 
have heavily criticized Okuno’s comments, the official 
said that Okuno’s remarks w: re not ill-intentioned. 


OW 260639 Tokyo KYODO in English 0634 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 26 KYODO—Japan’s opposition 
parties Tuesday called for an emergency Diet debate 
over some derogatory remarks a cabinet minister alleg- 
edly made about Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping and the 
Japan Socialist Party warned that it may seek his ouster 
if he does not recant. 


The opposition parties stepped up their pressure on 
National Land Agency Director General Sosuke Okuno 
as the government of Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita 
sought to defuse the situation. 


The political furor erupted iast Friday when Okuno, a 
State minister, made some uncomplimentary remarks 
about Deng during a news conference, saying the whole 
Japanese nation gets “twisted” by whatever Deng says. 


Okuno, who made the remarks after attending a memorial 
service for the war dead at the Yasukuni Shrine, also denied 
that Japan was an aggressor nation in World War II. 


Speaking at a news conference, Shun Oide Tuesday, the 
JSP official in charge of Diet affairs, said his party will 
press Okuno to recant his statements. 


Oide warned the JSP will press Takeshita to sack Okuno 
unless he retracts his words. 


The JSP, along with other opposition parties, Tuesday 
called for an emergency interpellation over the Okuno 
affair at the plenary session of the Diet scheduled for this 
Thursday. 
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Managers of Diet affairs at the ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party expressed reluctance over the idea but 
promised to reply after consulting party leaders, political 
sources said. 


Foreign Minister Susuke Uno, meanwhile, sought to 
downplay the issue during an Upper House testimony 
Tuesday, saying he was “praying” that Okuno’s remarks 
would not affect relations between Japan and China. 


Uno is due to pay an officia! visit to China next week. 


The official Chinese media have reacted sharply to 
Okuno’s remarks, particularly his justification of Japan’s 
role in World War II. 


The official XINHUA News Agency, in a commentary 
Saturday, called Okuno’s statement that Japan was not an 
aggressor in World War II as “completely preposterous.” 


Newspapers in South Korea also took up Okuno’s World 
War II remarks with editorials warning that such com- 
ments would damage bilateral relations. 


Japanese Government officials have insisted that Okuno 
meant no ill-intent in his remarks on Deng, while 
defending his World War II remarks as an expression of 
“personal” convictions. 


Soviet Parliamentary Mission Visits Diet 
OW251015 Tokyo KYODO in English 0922 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text) Tokyo, April 25 KYODO—A four-member 
Soviet parliamentary mission visited the Diet (parlia- 
ment) Monday hours after arriving from Moscow on a 
six-day visit to Japan, Diet officials said. 


Ivan Giadkiy, chairman of the State Committee for 
Labor and Social Affairs, and his group met Masaaki 
Fujita, president of the House of Councillors, the offi- 
cials said. 


The mission from the Soviet Union's iegislature, the 
Supreme Soviet, will attend a genera!) meeting Wednes- 
day of a 343-member inter-party Japanese parliamentary 
group, wl ich proniotes friendship between Japan and 
the Soviet Union. 


During their stay in Japan through Saturday, the delega- 
tion members will also meet with Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno, Liberal Democratic Party Secretary Gen- 
eral Shintaro Abe and with opposition leaders. 
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Meets With Uno 
OW 261213 Tokvo KYODO in English 1134 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 26 KYODO—Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno Tuesday called for an early visit to Japan by 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze. a For- 
eign Ministry official said. 


The Japanese foreign minister reiterated his demand 
during a 30-minute [meeting] with Ivan Gladkiy, chair- 
man of the Soviet State Committee for Labor and Social 
Affairs. 


Uno also asked for a visit by Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev to Japan following that of Shevardnadze for 
a summit meeting with Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita, adding that four Japanese prime ministers 
have gone to Moscow since World War II. 


Uno repeated Japan's stance that the return of four 
Soviet-held islands off Hokkaido is a prerequisite for the 
conclusion of a bilateral peace treaty, the official said in 
a briefing to reporters. 


In response, Gladkiy was quoted as saying Gorbachev's 
visit to Japan will be realized without any preconditions. 


A four-member delegation from the Supreme Soviet, the 
Soviet Union's legislative body led by Gladkiy, was 
invited by a Japanese parliamentary organization headed 
by lower house Diet member Yoshio Sakurauchi that 
promotes friendly relations between the two countries. 


Gladkiy earlier met Japan Socialist Party leader Takako 
Doi and other JSP leaders who will visit Moscow from 
May 4 to 12. 


He said the Supreme Soviet is expected to revise the 
labor law in late May in order to introduce a merit 
system based on ability in line with Gorbachev's reform 
policy, JSP officials said. 


Meets With Abe 
OW 260459 Tokyo KYODO in English 0442 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 26 KYODO—Liberal Democratic 
Party Secretary General Shintaro Abe told a Soviet 
parliamentary mission Tuesday that Japan hopes for an 
early visit to Tokyo by Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze. 


Ivan Gladkiy, leader of the four-member mission and 
chairman of the State Committee for Social and Labor 
Affairs, replied that Shevardnadze is planning to visit at 
a time acceptable to both sides, LDP officials said. 


The officials quoted Gladkiy as saying a Shevardnadze 
visit will greatly help improve Soviet-Japanese ties. 
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Abe and the Soviet mission, meeting in the Diet, agreed 
to promote exchanges on the parliamentary level. 


Gladkiy and his delegation from the Soviet legislature. 
the Supreme Soviet, <rrived here Monday on a six-day 
visit to Japan. 


Takeshita Comments on ‘Closer’ Foreign Ties 
OW260529 Tokyo KYODO in English 0436 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Aprii 26 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita said Tuesday he hopes to establish 
closer personal relationships with leaders of Western 
European nations during an | |-day tour starting Friday. 


Takeshita also said he would like to discuss exchanges 
between Japan and Europe of researchers and those in 
academics and the arts. 


In an interview with the public television service NHK, 
(Japan Broadcasting Corp.) the prime minister, who will 
visit Italy, including the Vatican, Britain and West 
Germany between April 29 and May 9, said he hopes to 
establish an equal Japan-U.S.-Europe triad by strength- 
ening Japan’s relations with Europe to match the existing 
Tokyo-Washington ties. 


Takeshita said trilateral relations should be strengthened 
in the economic. cu!tural, scientific and technological 
fields. Europe’s expectations of Japan have been rising. 
he said. 


The prime minister who is ‘Iso scheduled io visit France. 
Belgium and the Netherlands in early June after attend- 
ing a United Nations special assembly on disarmament 
in New York, said he hopes to exchange views with 
Western European leaders on disarmament and arms 
control. 


He said Japan, Britain and West Germany must call on 
the United States to reduce its trade and budget deficits 
at the summit meeting of seven industrialized countries 
in Toronto from June 19 to 21. 


Japan must also respond to expectations from member 
countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 
the prime minister said. On Britain's demand that Jap- 
anese taxes on imported whiskey be reduced, Takeshita 
said he will seek understanding in London by explaining 
that the Japanese Government has decided to revise its 
liquor tax system as recommended by the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) as part of a sweeping 
reform of its tax system. 


Britain and other European Community member 
nations have been calling on Japan to lower taxes on 
imported liquor and wines to help boost shipments of 
European goods to the Japanese market. 
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The Japanese Government made the decision in January 
after the Council of GATT upheld an EC complaint last 
November that Japan discriminates against imported 
liquor ard wines. 


Takeshita, men.ioning trade disputes with the Unitec 
States, said Japan must realize that it has benefited mu. 
than other countries from the free trade system. 


Japan must make its own efforts to help the US. 
Congress to ease its iough aititude, Takesii' said. 


On relations with the Soviet Union, the prime minister 
said he wants to promote dynamic diplomatic overtures 
toward Moscow but that there still remains a territoria! 
dispute between the two countries. 


Two North Korean Zoo Officials To Visit 
OW 260549 Tokyo KYODO in English 0520 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 26 KYODO—Justice Minister 
Yukio Hayashida decided Tuesday to allow twe North 
Korean zoo officials into the country to bring a Korean 
wolf for presentation to a Japanese zoo. 


Officials quoted Hayashida as saying after careful dis- 
cussion with the ministries involved, he had decided that 
the two applicants should not be regarded as government 
officials. 


In imposing sanctions against North Korea on January 
26 for its alleged involvement in the destruction of a 
Korean Air jet in November, the government banner! 
entry of North Korean officials into Japan. 


The two North Koreans authorized to visit Japan are 
employees of the Pyongyang Public Zoo. Immigration 
Bureau officials said that “government officials” do not 
include public service workers. 


The two will arrive May 10 for a week-long visit. They 
are scheduled to attend a ceremony marking the presen- 
tation of the wolf to Kyoto City Zoo on May I!. The 
Justice Ministry also decided to permit the entry of 10 
North Korean businessmen April! 20. 


Jordan's Crown Price Pays 5-Day Visit 
OW 191045 Tokyo Ki ODO in English 0837 GMT 
19 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] Tokyo, April 19 KYODO—The crown prince 
and princess of Jordan, accompanied by a group of 
ministers and other high-level Jordanian officials, 
arrived in Tokyo Tuesday {19 Apzil] afternoon on a 
five-day official visit. 


Crown Prince Hasan ibn Talal, 41, the brother of King 
Husayn and primary overseer of national economic 
planning in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, will hold 
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official talks on Wednesday afternoon with Prime Min- 
ister Noboru Takeshita, followed by a dinner with For- 
eign Minister Sosuke Uno. [passage omitted] 


Receives Arab Envoys 
JN191629 Amman Domestic Service in Arabic 
1500 GMT 19 Apr 88 


(T hey Tokyo—Their Highnesses Crown Prince Hasan 
and Princess Tharwat received at the (Amasama) Palace, 
their highnesses’ place of residence in Tokyo, the heads 
of the Arab missions to Japan and their wives this 
evening. His highness briefed the heads of Arab missions 
on the latest developments in the Middle East, the results 
of the U.S. secretary of state’s visit, and his talks with 
His Majesty King Husayn and the Jordanian officials. 
The prince noted Jordan’s stand led by King Husayn 
which is based on firm principles in any move to settle 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and all aspects of the Paletinian 
cause. His highness affirmed that the comrehensive 
settlement can only be achieved through convening an 
cffective international conference to be attended by the 
five permanent members of the Security Council and all 
parties to the conflict, including the PLO. He also 
affirmed the need for continuing coordination among 
the sisteri; Arab states in the face of dangers and 
challenges facing our Arab nation. 


Received by Ew peror 
OW200723 Tokyo KYODO in Erglish 0646 GMT 
20 Apr 88 


{Excerpts} . okyo, April 20 KYODO—Jordanian Crown 
Prince al-Hasan ibn Talal and Princess Sarvath al-Hasan 
weze received by Emperor Hirohito in an audience 
Wednesday morning at the Imperial Palace. 


The meeting lasted 20 minutes and was carried on in a 
= atmosphere, palace officials said. [passage omit- 


Prior to the meeting with the empen.r, the crown prince 
also met for talks with former Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone and former Foreign Minister Tadashi Kura- 
nari. [passge omitted] 


Confers With Takeshita 
JN201758 Amman PETRA-JNA in Arabic 1445 GMT 
20 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, 20 Apr (PETRA)—His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hasan met with Japan’s Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita in the presence of Japanese Foreign 
Minister Sosuke Uno at the Japanese Prime Ministry in 
Tokyo this evening. During the meeting, the Japanese 
prime minister praised the positive role played by Jor- 
dan under His Majesty King Husay” in closing A.rab and 
Islamic ranks. He highlighted Jordan’s effective role 
during the summit of accord and reconciliation, and the 
Islamic foreign minis(*rs conference which were held in 
Amman. 
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Prince Hasan explained the political situation in the 
Middle East as “one region” with three hot issues; 
namely, the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Iraq-Iran war, and 
the Afghan issue. His highness explained the Jordanian 
stand on these issues and its adherence and continuous 
e.forts to achieve a just anu permanent peace, end 
regional conflict on the basis of international legitimacy, 
and achieve prosperity and stability. 


The talks dealt with bilateral relations. The two sides 
expressed their satisfaction at the level of these relations 
and their desire to develop them. 


Takeshita affirmed his country’s commitment to help 
Jordan with its economic and social development plans 
within the framework of Japan's policy in the field of 
regional development which is expressed by Japan in a 
principled way through the UNRWA and the UN Devel- 
opment ' 


The Japanese prime minister expressed hope that the 
Jordanian investment symposium in Japan will deepen 
aspects of cooperation between the two friendly countries. 


Calls for More Investments 
OW201217 Tokyo KYODO in English 1139 GMT 
20 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Apri! 20 KYODO—Jordanian (rown 
Prince Hasan ibn Talal urged Japanese business leaders 
at a seminar in Tokyo Wednesday to increase their 
investment in his country. 


He also said Jordan wants to attract more Japanese 
tourists. 


The crown prince, who was accompanied by several 
Jordanian Government ministers. told over 100 repre- 
sentatives of Japanese companies and a delegation of 
some 50 Jordanian business representatives that Jordan 
is ideally situated to serve Japan as a gateway to markets 
in both Western Europe and the Arab Gulf states. 


The prince, who is the primary overseer of national 
economic planning in Jordan, has said he wants to 
develop medium-sized, high-tech industries and position 
Jordan as a service center in the Middle East. He also 
wants to bring in Japanese know-how to develop Jor- 
dan’s export industry. 


Jordan is striving to recuce its dependence on economic 
assistance from oil-producing countries such as Saudi 
Arabia and on remittances from Jordanians working 
abroad which have fallen sharply due to a drop in oil 


prices. 


Japanese businesses were specifically encouraged at the 
seminar to participate in a Dead Sea downstream chem- 
ical complex and other joint ventures involving produc- 
tion using local raw materials. 
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Jordan is “deeply impressed” with Japan’s commitment 
to implement measures laid out in the Maekawa report, 
said the prince, who is a brother of King Husayn. 


He specified expanded investment, technology transfer. 
and the encouragement of imports from developing 
countries as three areas laid out in the report that Japan 
is devoting «nergy to. 


The heir to the Jordanian throne ackno~iedged that 
Jordan and the surrounding region have not been a 
major target of direct investment and tourism from 
Japan, but said that, “changing world realities justify 
paying a closer look at our region, and particularly 
Jordan within it.” 


He pointed to Jordan's political stability, central location, 
market access, quality work force, and a variety of invest- 
ment guarantees and incentives that he said provide for a 
good investment climate for Japanese companies. 


Fc - Foreign Minister Tsdashi Kuranari told the 
mer*ing that trade volume between the two countries 
located at the two extremities of Asia is “sill quite small, 
only in the several hundred millions of dollars.” It is on 
the increase, however, with over 300 Japanese residents 
in the country and representative offices of 10 trading 
companies, he said. 


Prince Hasan was quoied as saying he was elated at the 
turnout and that the seminar, which was co-sponsored by 
major Japanese economic organizations, had been a great 
success. He suggested a follow-up meeting be held in the 
Jordanian capital of Amman “as soon as possible.” 


The crown prince, who arrived in Japan Tuesday as an 
official guest and is scheduled to leave Saturday, met earlier 
in the day with Emperor Hirohito, Crown Prince Akihito 
and Princess Michiko, Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, 
and former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone. 


Promised More Aid 
OW201.33 Tokyo KYODO in English 1202 GMT 
20 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 20 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita told Crown Prince Hasan ibn Talal of 
Jordan on Wednesday that Japan will extend assistance 
for economic development in his country. 


The prime minister made the comment in responding to 
the crown prince’s call for Japanese economic aid, 
according to a Foreign Ministry official who briefed 
reporters on the one-hour talks held at Takeshita’s offi- 
cial residence. 


Prince Hasan was quoted as saying Jordan needs support 
from Japan and urged Japan to continue its assistance to 
the region. 
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The brother of King Husayn and primary overseer of 
national economic planning in Jordan earlier attended a 
seminar at a Tokyo hotel to promote Japanese invest- 
ment in Jordan. 


He told Takeshita he hoped the seminar wuld be the 
start of closcr bilateral economic relations. 


Takeshita, giving high marks to Jordan's realistic peace 
efforts in the Middle East, said Japan views disturbances 
in Israeli-occupied territories as serious and wanted 
Israel to show restra.i.. 


Takeshita also toid the prince Japan has been extending 
aid to Palestinian refugees. 


The Jordanian prince said the resolution of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict must be comprehensive and it must be 
agreed at an international conference. 


Crown Prince Hasan and Princess Sarvath Hasan 
arr ved here Tuesday on a five-day visit to promote 
Japanese investment in Jordan. 


Addzesses Press Club 
OW220745 Tokyo KYODO in Erglish 1255 GMT 
21 Apr 88 


{Exceprt] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—Jordanian Crown 
Prince Hasan ibn Talal called Thursday for an interna- 
tional peace conference on the Middle East to involve not 
only the five permanent members of the United Nations 
Se:urity Council and concerned nations in the region, but 
also the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). 


The younger brotner of King Husayn and the second 
most powerful figure in Jordan spoke amid tight security 
at the Japan National Press Club, on the third day of his 
five-day official visit to Japan. 


The crown prince said the PLO must be included in the 
proposed peace conference if there is to be a “just, 
durable, and lasting” settlement of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 


Hasan said recent talks with U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz were constructive and that the United 
States has for the most part agreed with Arab countries 
on the outline of the conference. 


He said, however, the Americans have baled at allowing 
the PLO to attend. 


Jordan would, however, be willing to make a compro- 
mise by sending a Jordanian-Palestinian joint delegation 
if it were acceptable to the PLO and other Arab nations, 
said the 41-year-old prince. 
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Hasan, heir to the Jordanian throne, stated that in any 
case Jordan itself “will not represent the Palestinian 
people at the conference, nor will it negotiate the settle- 
ment of the Palestinian problem on behalf of the PLO.” 


The prince said other points of disagreement with the 
United States’ position center on the divergent views of 
the nature of the conference, which he said should not be 
merely a “ceremonial gathering.” 


“Israeli withdrawal from occupied Arab territories and 
the settlement of the Palestinian problem in ail its 
aspects is the basis for the settlement of the conflict,” he 
said to describe his country’s view of the role of the 
proposed conference. 


He called the current unrest in the occupied territories 
“the most single important event in 40 years,” and said 
that it “should not be diluted abroad into a movement 
for civil liberties.” [passnge omitted] 


Uno Interviewed by Jordanian Journalists 
JIN192044 Amman PETRA-JNA in Arabic 1430 GMT 
19 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, 19 Apr (PETRA)}—Japanese Foreign Min- 
ister Sosuke Uno has welcomed the visit to Japan by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasan. He expressed hope 
that the talks which his highness will hold with Japanese 
officials will contribute to bolster bilateral cooperation 
in various fields. He affirmed his country’s condemna- 
tion of the repressive measures practiced by the Israeli 
occupation authorities against the Arab Palestinian peo- 
ple’s uprising in the occupied territory. He noted that the 
Japanese Government has summoned the Israeii ambas- 
sador in Tokyo twice to inform him that Israel should 
respect the Geneva Convention regarding the protection 
of civilians during wartime. In an interiew with the 
Jordanian press delegation, whic: visited Japan, Uno 
added that the Japanese Government believes that a 
peaceful settlement in the Middle East can only be 
realized through a just, permament, and comprehensive 
peace based on Israeli withdrawal from all the occupied 
Arab territories occupied in 1967, including Jerusalem. 
and the recognition of Palestinian right to self-determi- 
nation. 


He said that his country will continue political aialogue 
with Iraq and Iran to create a suitable atmosphere for 
halting the war between the two countries. Following is 
the text of the interview: 


Question: What are the possibilities of a peaceful settle- 
ment of the Arab-Israeli conflict and what is Japaz , role 
toward convening an international peace confercace on 
the Middle East? 
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Answer: First, the Japanese Government believes that a 
peaceful settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict can only 
be realized through achieving a just, permanent, and 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East. This can be 
achieved through the following: 


a. A total withdrawal of the Israeli forces from the Arab 
territories occupied in 1967 with the emphasis on 
Japan's opposition to establishing settlements in the 
occupied Arab territory. 


b. Recognizing the Palestinian people's right to self- 
determination and. at the same time, recognizing Israel's 
right to exist. 


Second, Israel should withdraw from Jerusalem without 
changing its legal status because Japa: does not accept 
Israel's measures to annex Arab Jerusalem. The Japanese 
Government also believes that the PLO represents the 
Palestinians, who are the basic party to the Middle East 
issue. They must take part in peace negotiations. We 
should take into consideration the desire of all concerned 
peoples in the Middle East, including the Palestinian 
people. to achieve peace as well as the regional countries” 
legitimate demand for security. All possible methods 
should be used to achieve peace through negotiations. 


Third, Japan supperts the UN resolutions, calling for the 
convening of an international peace conference in the 
Middle East to achieve a just, lasting, and comprehen- 
sive peace. Japan will continue its support effectively in 
its Capacity as a member of the Security Council with 
regard to peace initiatives and to make the efforts of the 
concerned parties toward achieving peace a success. In 
addition to this and as a part of its efforts to create a 
suitable atmosphere for achieving peace, Japan in ends 
to intensify its diplomatic efforts to convince the con- 
cerned partics to adopt more flexible stands in this 
regard. 


Question: What is the Japanese Government's stand on 
the repressi. < measures practiced by the Israeli occupa- 
tion forces against the Palestinian people's uprising in 
the occupied West Bank and Gaza? 


Answer. The Japanese Government expresses its deep 
regret because the situation has not improved despite the 
condemnation of the Israeli practices in the occupied 
Arab territory expressed by the international community 
through the UN Security Council resolutions. In this 
regard, the Japanese Government summoped the Israeli 
ambassador in Tokyo twice, calling on the Israeli Gov- 
ernment to respect the Geneva Convention regarding the 
protection of civilians during wartime and to enjoy 
maximum self-restraint. Because peace has not been 
achieved in this region for a long time the Palestinians 
living in the occupied Arab territory are facing difficult 
political, economic, and social circumstances. 
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In Japan's opinion, it exploits any opportunity to affirm 
that a just, permanent, and comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East is very urgent and can be achieved through 
the withdrawal of the Israeli forces from all the Arab 
territories occupied in the 1967 war and through the 
recognition of the Palestinian people’s right to self- 
determination and, at the same time, the recognition of 
Israel’s right to exist. 


Question: Do you see an imminent end to the Iraq-Iran 
war? How did Japan manage to balance its relations with 
both sides? 


Answer: The exchange of shelling of cities between Iraq 
and Iran has intensified since the end of February and is 
continuing. We are concerned about the continuation of 
the war and the broadening of the conflict at a time when 
efforts are being exerted in the Security Council to 
achieve an early, peaceful settlement of the Iraq-Iran 
war. Despite this, the stands of the warring parties are 
still distant. There has been no progress as yet. Japan is 
not in a position to mediate or directly intervene to put 
an end to this conflict. Yet, as one of the seven industri- 
alized nations, it continues its political dialogues with 
Iraq and Iran from a just and impartial perspective. It is 
trying to create an atmosphere that would help bring 
about peace through appealing to both countries to stop 
further escalation of the conflict and achieve a speedy 
peaceful settlement. We consider our diplomatic efforts 
as part of our responsibility toward the world communi- 
ty. Japan is determined to continue asking Iraq and Iran 
to take positive steps toward peace. 


Question: In light of the visit to Japan by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hasan and Jordan's distin- 
guished position in the region, what is the opinion of the 
Japanese Government of establishing joint ventures 
between the two countries and of Japanese investment in 
Jordan? 


Answer: We realize the importance of direct investment 
outside Japan in promoting and diversifying relations 
between Japan and other countries. The Japanese Gov- 
ernment has therefore adopted various measures to 
support and develop direct investment in Japanese ven- 
tures abroad. Decisions on investment and countries to 
invest in are totally left for those concerned about such 
projects. In order to encourage investment, it is impor- 
tant to take advantage in public relations to convince 
Japanese investors of the priviliges of investment 
abroad, work conditions, the situation of the market, as 
well as many other factors for investment in your coun- 
try compared to other countries. 


Question: Do you consider that the granting to Jordan of 
a $300 million loan by Japan as a contribution to 
Jordan’s 1986-90 development plan to be a new stage in 
the economic cooperation between Jordan and Japan? 
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Answer: This loan was decided as part of our efforts to 
widen and promote our economic and cultural coopera- 
tion with the countries of the region. We are prompted 
by the fact that the economic development of the Gulf 
and the neighboring area is, in the long run, an indispen- 
saple factor for peace in the Middle East. We expect 
Jordan to completely use the loan to help its economic 
development. 


Mongolia 


Soviet Poet Recalls Stalin Persecutions 
OW'150816 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1400 GMT 12 Apr 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 12 Apr (MONTSAME)—The com- 
mon people of Kalmykiya suffered in the past. Once a 
secret order arrived, and Kalmyks were driven away into 
the cold of Siberia. Old people died along the route. 
Newborn babies died in the snow as soon as they fell on 
the ground, David Nikitich Kugultinov, famous Soviet 
poet and People’s Poet of Kalmyk ASSR, said in his 
interview with the paper HODOLMOR. I spent 10 years 
in prison inside the Polar Circle for saying that one 
should make a distinction between black and white. Not 
everybody who has black hair is guilty. I took with me to 
prison a small volume by I. Tyutchev [a Russian poet]. 
As you remember, Vladimir Ilich Lenin’s mother gave 
him a collection by Tyutchev when he was sent to exile. 
The same thing happened to Kaysyn Kuliyev ja Balkar 
poet] who also spent 10 years in prison. Generally, 
Stalin’s “law” envisaged replacement of capital punish- 
ment with 10 years of confinement. Anyone who stayed 
alive knows how Stalin persecuted our generation. Many 
of my comrades could not survive the regime of camps 
and confinement and disappeared without a trace. 


David Kugultinov talked about his reminiscences of his 
first visit to Mongolia. He graduated from a pedagogical 
school in 1940, but was called to serve in the Army at the 
age of 18. He said: We were sent to Mongolia and I found 
myself in Tamsagbulag, near the Halhin River. 


The war began, and I was included in the military 
council for the procurement of livestock for the Red 
Army, because I knew Mongolian. | associated a lot with 
livestock breeders, and learned to know them as loyal 
friends. 


Once I met an old Mongolian man who said, counting on 
his fingers as he spoke: Hitler is probably, a blockhead 
because he dared to go to war against such powers as the 
Soviet Union, the United States, England, France, and 
Mongolia. As he mentioned Mongolia he bent his little 
finger. He smiled slyly and said: There can be no fist 
without the little finger. There and then, he decided to 
present his stock free of charge. 


I hurried to get to the front, for this had been my wish 
that was soon granted, Kuguitinov reminisced. 
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The Soviet poet also dwelt on the creative work of D. 
Natsagdorj, founder of modern Mongolian literature. He 
said: He is a splendid poet. Unfortunately, not many of 
his works have been translated abroad. There still are 
many unclear things about his life and career. His life 
should be told in conjunction with the time when he 
lived. He has often been compared to Pushkin [the 
Russian poet]. Foreign translations of Natsagdorj’s 
poems have been unsatisfactory. It is the task of Mongo- 
hans themselves to discover Natsagdorj, David Kugulti- 
nov noted. 


MPR Leaders Lay Wreaths at Lenin Monument 
OW2250946 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1418 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 24 Apr (MONTSAME)—A cere- 
mony of laying wreaths at the Monument of V.I. Lenin 
was held here today on the occasion of the 118th 
anniversary of the birthday of the leader of working 
people of the whole world. 


The wreaths laid came from the MPRP Central Com- 
mittee; the MPR People’s Great Hural Presidium; the 
MPR Council of Ministers; the MPR Ministries of 
Defer.-e and Public Security; the Executive Committee 
of Mongolian Veterans; the Executive Committee of the 
Federation of Mongolian Peace and Friendship Organi- 
zations; the Central Council of the Mongolian-Soviet 
Friendship Association; the USSR Embassy in the MPR: 
the diplomatic corps in Ulaanbaatar, the Ulaanbaatar 
City Hural Executive Administration; and representa- 
tives of working people, youth, Young Pioneers, and 
schoolchildren of the capital 


Present at the ceremony were leaders of the MPR party 
and government Comrades J. Batmonh, D. Sodnom, B. 
Altangerel, B. Lhamjab, D. Molomjamts, and Balhaajab: 
S. Gungaadorj, M. Peljee, and C. Suren, deputy chair- 
men of the MPR Council of Ministers; T. Gotob, secre- 
tary of the MPR People’s Great Hural Presidium; mem- 
bers of the MPR People’s Great Hural Presidium; chiefs 
of MPRP Central Committee departments; heads of 
MPR ministries and departments; veterans of revolu- 
tionary struggle; generals and officers of the Mongolian 
People’s Army; and representatives of working people, 
youth, Young Pioneers, and schoolchildren; as well as 
V.I. Filippov, USSR charge d'affaires in the MPR, 
diplomatic workers of the USSR Embassy in the MPR; 
and heads and members of a number of diplomatic 
missions accredited in Ulaanbaatar. 


An honor guard was formed and the “Internationale” 
was played at the wreath-laying ceremony. 


Deputy Minister on Virgin Land Reclamation 
OW250926 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1354 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 21 Apr (MONTSAME)—Reclama- 
tion of virgin lands, which laid the foundation for 
agricultural development in the late fifties, has become a 
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historic event in the life of the country. Sixty-six agricul- 
tural state farms are operating in Mongolia today, and 
254 agricultural associations are successfully developing 
both animal husbandry and agriculture, P. Haadgar, 
MPR deputy minister of agriculture and food industry, 
writes in UNEN. The deputy minister’s article is devoted 
to the 30th anniversary of the reclamation of lands, 
which will be observed next year. 


In the late fifties and early sixties, 530,000 hectares in all 
was reclaimed. Soviet aid played a great role in laying the 
foundation for the development of Mongolian agricul- 
ture as an independent branch of the rural economy. 


Today the country provides itself with grain, potatoes, 
and vegetables. The area of cultivated land has reached 
1.3 million hectares. 


Development of agricultural produce processing enter- 
prises has promoted the country’s industrial development. 
In addition, the reclamation of virgin lands has been 
accompanied by profound changes in the social composi- 
tion of rural workers. Thousands of people have become 
grain and vegetable growers. The cultural and everyday 
life of rural residents has changed, P. Haadgar writes. 


MPRP Politburo Discusses Camel Breeding 
OW251026 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1330 GMT 23 Apr 88 


{Text} Ulaanbaatar, 24 Apr (MONTSAME)—A meeting 
with leaders of party organizations of Bayan-Ondor 
Somon of Bayanhongor Aymag and Nomgon Somon of 
Omnogibi Aymag was held recently in the MPRP Cen- 
tral Committee Politburo. These somons’ experience in 
camel breeding was discussed. 


Camel breeding has been a constant topic in the Mongo- 
lian central press over the past year. The camel popula- 
tion has been continuously declining for a long time and 
camel productivity has not grown. Nomgon is a typical 
example of the present situation in camel breeding, 
where animal losses have been occurring for many years. 
On a farm in Bayan-Ondor Somon the camel population 
increased 3.9 times in almost 30 years. 


North Korea 


Daily Denounces No Tae-u News Conference 
SK2604092888 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0007 GMT 24 Apr 88 


{[NODONG SINMUN 24 April commentary: “Brazen- 
faced Deception of Reality and Mean Act of Avoiding of 
Responsibility”) 


[Text] On 21 April, traitor No Tae-u held a so-called 
news conference at Chongwadae. Noting that he would 
reveal his views and plans for overall policies, the puppet 
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read a prepared announcement and made absurd, non- 
sensical remarks for about an hour while answering the 
questions raised by reporters. However, he put forth 
nothing new and nothing noteworthy. 


During the entire course of the news conference, the 
rascal attempted to describe the military rule as civlian 
rule with cunning and seductive words and to avoid 
responsibility while making an excuse for the crimes he 
committed. 


If we more carefully examine the contents of the remarks 
made by traitor No Tae-u during the news conference, 
we come to know the truth more clearly. As soon as 
traitor No Tae-u began to speak on that day, he 
descirbed himself as the president directly elected by the 
people and said that with implementation of the direct 
election system, the argument about dictatorship and 
legitimacy has been completely eliminated and that with 
his taking power, rule by means of force and repression, 
privileges and authoritarianism have ended. Nothing 
could be more of an outrageous deception of realities 
than his remarks. 


As has already been exposed, during the presidential 
election last year, traitor No Tae-u won only 36 percent 
support of the voters even by perpetrating fraud and 
corruption amid full-scale mobilization of government 
authority and money under the military fascist system. 
This shows that traitor No Tae-u is a shameful ruler and 
unqualified president who took power when facing the 
opposition of 64 percent of the voters, far more than the 
majority of eligible voters. 


Furthermore, traitor No Tae-u is a military hooligan 
linked with traitor Chon Tu-hwan, and the No Tae-u 
regime still maintains the repressive organizations and 
even the cabinet members of the Chon Tu-hwan regime. 
Thus, the assertion that the title of the Sixth Republic 
should not be given to the No Tae-u regime has been 
broadly put forth in South Korea. 


Concerning the issue of the relatioiis between his regime 
and the Chon Tu-hwan regime, No Tae-u himself stated 
that day that the two regimes are just like two joints in 
the same piece of bamboo. This means that the No Tae-u 
regime emerged from the same root and same trunk as 
that of the former military fascist regime and that it 
admitted that it is a military regime. 


However, traitor No Tae-u embellished himself as the 
president supported by the residents and his regime as a 
legitimate regime, not the extension of military rule. 
What a shameless act! 


Traitor No Tae-u’s remarks that rule by repression and 
authoritarianism have ended are an even more shame- 
less trick. To say nothing of other matters, at the very 
moment when No Tae-u was holding the news confer- 
ence, South Korea was placed practically under martial 
law status in which the two emergency guard orders were 
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in force and the people from all walks of life who called 
for the overthrow of the military dictatorship, fair elec- 
tions, and wage increases were taken to prisons and 
attacked by police with tear gas canisters. 


In the conference that day, No Tae-u also threatened that 
violence in contravention of law and order would be 
sternly dealt with. This means that he will repress anyone 
who opposes military rule. Although regimes were 
changed in South Korea, nothing has changed in the 
military fascist rule. 


Thus, the reporters did not raise questions concerning 
policies, regarding No Tae-u as the president, but 
pressed him hard for answers on his acts, dealing with 
the rascal exactly like a criminal in the dock. 


What is deplorable is that traitor No Tae-u was unable to 
give any fair explanation to the questions raised by the 
reporters on handling the irregularities and corruption of 
the Saemaul Movement Headquarters, on resolving the 
Kwangju incident, on measures for prevention of elec- 
tion fraud and for fair elections as well as on measures 
for prevention of price increases but frenziedly looked 
for excuses while making absurd and nonsensical 
remarks. 


For example, when the question of investigating traitor 
Chon Tu-hwan, who was involved in the corrupt Sae- 
maul Movement Headquarters incident, and the high- 
ranking officials in the current administration and the 
DJP came up, No Tae-u branded the question as a 
groundless vicious rumor and remarked that the support 
for the Saemaul Movement is good because the move- 
ment itself is not bad, thus attempting to defend those 
involved in the crime. 


In fact, his remarks are an excuse for and an act of 
attempting to avoid responsibility for the crimes he 
himself committed, including one committed when he 
was the puppuet home minister when he embezzled a 
large sum of government funds while handing some over 
to Chon Kyong-hwan. 


No Tae-u made his wealth public noting it amounts to 
approximately 500 million won. No one could believe 
this. The remark about such a small amount of wealth by 
one who perpetrated enormous illegal profiteering while 
holding key military positions and, in particular, posi- 
tions under Chon Tu-hwan is merely a petty guile 
designed to conceal his nature as the ringleader of 
irregularities and corruption. 


When the reporters raised the question about elimina- 
tion and punishment of the true criminals of the 
Kwangju incident, No Tae-u ambiguously stated that the 
conclusion of the Committee for National Reconcilia- 
tion and Democracy was opposed to such punishment 
and that he gained sympathy with this when he went to 
Kwangju. As for the Committee for National Reconcili- 
ation and Democracy, which the rascal put forth as an 
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Organization that could represent the popular will, it is 
merely a government-patrionized organization compris- 
ing the stooges of traitor No Tae-u. The South Korean 
people criticized the discussion of the issue of healing the 
Kwangju incident by such an organizationxn saying it 
was nothing but a maneuver to conceal the atrocious 
massacre in Kwangju and to break up the spirit of 
resistance struggle. 


No Tae-u remarked that he obtained sympathy from the 
residents when he went to Kwangju. However, in fact, he 
was unable to appear before the citizens of Kwangju, 
being afraid of them, and merely met with his stooges 
and ran away after holding secret talks with them. 


The unanimous demand of the Kwangju citizens and 
victims of the Kwangju incident is the clear explanation 
of truth of the astrocious massacre and punishment of 
the criminals. The remarks made on healing and so forth, 
ignoring the demands of Kwangju citizens, are merely a 
deception and a cunning trick of the Kwangju murderers 
to coneal the truth of their crimes. 


What we must regard as grave is that the puppet traitor 
evaded the point of the issue of dialogue and reunifica- 
tion—the greatest national interest—with ambiguous 
words even while noting that he was revealing his views on 
policies. The puppet did not utter even a single word 
about our proposal for holding a North-South joint con- 
ference supported and agreed on by the entire nation even 
while babbling that the time of full-scale preparations for 
reunification will come within his term of office. 


He did not put forth any plan for dialogue even while 
raving about dialogue nor did he make any proposal for 
reunification while remarking on reunification. All that 
the rascal put forth was a single, momentary word about 
the so-called talks of the highest responsible persons 
which his predecessors talked about to conceal their 
splittist nature. 


This shows that the puppet traitor’s remark that he will 
hold dialogue is a lie and that the rascal has no plans for 
reunification. 


In actuality, the No Tae-u group responded to our 
repeated national salvation proposals for national recon- 
ciliation and unity, peace and peaceful reunification 
with intensified anticommunist confrontation, constant 
arms expansion and the “Team Spirit-88” nuclear war 
exercise it perpetrated against us together with the U.S. 
imperialists. 


In the conference that day, traitor No Tae-u rather 
instigated the sense of confrontation while babbling 
about someone else’s line for reunification through com- 
munization and so forth. No Tae-u’s remarks about the 
Olympics, northward policy, and so forth are nothing but 
the expression of the will to create circumstances favor- 
able for two Koreas. 
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The rascal’s discussion of reunification is not even worth 
consideration and false all in all. What was merely 
revealed again by the news conference that day was that 
traitor No Tae-u is a most vicious enemy of democracy 
and reunification just as traitor Chon Tu-hwan was. 


The puppet No Tae-u hastily held a news conference 
without anything new and any special cause and made 
absurd and nonsensical remarks. With the breaking open 
of festering wounds called the incident of irregularities 
and corruption of the Saemaul Movement Headquarters, 
the No Tae-u group and the DJP are suffering a big loss 
on the eve of the puppei parliamentary elections and 
with the exposure of their petty guile to conceal the 
incident of the Kwangju massacre behind the black 
curtain, they are facing greater rejection by the people. 
Thus, the puppet traitor’s press conference was nothing 
but a deceitful drama designed to convert the trend of 
times, which squeezes their windpipes. 


However, traitor No Tae-u’s crimes are too great to 
cover up even with such sweet words about democracy, 
dialogue, reunification and so forth. The No Tae-u group’ 
can never evade, no matter what cunning trick they use, 
from being the target of the people’s indignation and 
resentment and being subject to overthrow. 


Radio Condemns News Conference 
SK2604073888 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1150 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Commentary by station commentator Chong Pong-kil: 
““Hypocritical Advertisement and Sophism Will Never 
Work”’] 


[Text] Traitor No Tae-u held his so-called first news 
conference at Chongwadae on 2! April. Upon appearing 
before the reporters, he outrageously distorted and var- 
nished reality by talking as if the oppressive rule had 
ended and democratization is being achieved in South 
Korea. He spouted a stream of rhetoric about the era of 
ordinary people, the liquidation of authoritarianism, 
and clean government. 


The puppet traitor held the news conference on no 
special occasion. Thus, this was held for the purpose of 
reversing the unfavorable atmosphere in the election for 
the DJP and winning people’s favor. 


His answers to the reporters were full of hypocritical and 
nonsensical sophistry. 


It is not accidental that the South Korean opposition 
parties, commenting on the news conference, charged 
that he completely avoided comment on the key points 
of major issues but only deepened people’s suspicion in 
many areas. 


The course of the news conference which lasted nearly | 
and !/2 hours showed that traitor No-Tae-u was frantic 
only in evading and making excuses like an offender in 
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the dock, while reporters were demanding an account of 
various controversial issues in South Korean society. 
When his excuses seemed to be ambiguous, he only tried 
to prevaricate. 


For instance, on handling the irregularities of the Sae- 
maul Headquarters and other large scanda!s on which 
the reporters concentrated their questions, the puppet 
traitor said that legal judgment is natural, if there is 
evidence of crime. But, by babbling about groundless 
rumors and so on, he turned away from public opinion 
demanding the investigation and punishment of the 
Chon Tu-hwan family and their relatives. 


Moreover, in a far-fetched and intimidating way he 
denied his involvement in the irregularities by saying 
that accusing even those who rendered support to make 
the Saemaul Movement a success is not right. 


He was requested to disclose the truth, because it was 
clear that he directly committed irregularities and fraud 
along with Chon Kyong-hwan by increasing the so-called 
government subsidies for the Saemaul Movement more 
than 10 times and by offering 63.1 billion won out of the 
local budget of the Home Ministry to him even without 
National Assembly deliberation, when he was serving in 
the post of the puppet home minister. But he denied his 
involvement in the manner previously described. This is 
indeed an infini‘ely shameless act. 


On the demand for a probe into the Kwangju incident 
again and for punishing the person in charge as well, the 
puppet traitor only made far-fetched remarks that it is 
not desirable to punish those who were involved, 
because this was a conclusion which the Committee for 
Democracy and Nationa! Reconciliation reached after 
accommodating various views. 


The whole world knows that the Committee for Democ- 
racy and National Reconciliation was a servile organiza- 
tion of the No Tae-u ring, and that most of those who 
were present at the committee as witnesses when it was 
producing the so-called proposal to heal the Kwangju 
incident were those who were directly responsible for the 
massacre. 


Thus, it is infinitely outrageous to prevaricate by bab- 
bling as if public opinion was reflected in the proposal 
which was concocted in such a manner. This is an 
intolerable mockery of the Kwangju citizens and the 
South Korean people. 


On the question of the constitutional amendment for a 
parliamentary system, the measure for fair elections, and 
commodity prices, too, the puppet traitor also answered 
in a prevaricating manner, disclosing that he has no 
desire to meet the people’s demand. 


What is particularly noteworthy is that, while pretending 
to disclose views on overall state affairs, he put forth no 
proposal whatsoever in connection with the question of 
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dialogue and reunification, the important matter of the 
nation. He only reiterated the story of the talks between 
the persons in charge of the North and South that his 
predecessor repeatedly babbled about. 


It is indeed an act of knowing no shame that the 
president, who has been elected by earning only 30 
percent support, pretends to be the supreme person in 
charge. 


While turning away from our most rational and realistic 
proposal for a North-South joint conference, he babbled 
about summit talks. This can only be construed as an 
attitude to avoid settling the question of reunification. 


The puppet traitor even recklessly provoked us by bab- 
bling about the line of communization and reunification 
through the force of arms. 


In reality, no one would believe that those, who run 
amok in seeking intrigue, confrontation, and war against 
us along with the U.S. imperialists and who frantically 
try to create an international environment for the per- 
petuation of the division by unilaterally hosting the 
Olympics, could ever be interested in settling the ques- 
tion of reunification. 


Accordingly, the puppet traitor’s statement that he 
desires to open a new chapter for the reunification of the 
nation was a deceptive advertisement. His real intention 
is to seek confrontation and to perpetuate the division. 


Hypocritical advertisement, far-fetched gibberish, and 
sophistry will never work. 


No matter what sophistry or trickery he may employee, 
the puppet traitor cannot conceal his nature as a fascist 
maniac, crook, and divisionist, and cannot pacify the 
sentiment of the South Korean people who curse and 
reject him. 


Only the stern judgment of histoyy awaits the puppet 
traitor who runs counter to the wishes and aspirations of 
the South Korean people. 


South Staging ‘Farce’ of Elections Decried 
SK2604050788 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0448 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 26 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today lashes at the No Tae-u group which is 
staging the farce of “National Assembly elections” under 
threat of bayonet and in the pandemonium of swindle 
and fraud. 


Pointing out that the military fascist clique is forcing the 
current “elections”, too, under a horrifying semi-state of 
martial law with the wholesale mobilisation of armed 
police after issuing an ““A-class emergency alert” on top 
of an “emergency alert” throughout South Korea, the 
author of the commentary says: 
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The puppets are trying to create the impression that the 
“elections” would bring some “change” in the South 
Korean political situation, waxing quite eloquent about 
“‘new looks of the National Assembly.” But this is an 
artifice to conceal their dastardly scheme to use the 
““National Assembly” as a political tool of fascist dicta- 
torship and long-term office. 


The “elections” staged in South Korea under the U.S. 
imperialists’ military occupation and colonial domina- 
tion are, without exception, a window-dressing to reor- 
ganise the foothold of dictatorship and legalise the 
colonial fascist rule by misrepresenting “people’s will” 
with “government” power and money. 


The South Korean people who oppose the military rule 
and hope to establish a democratic government unani- 
mously opposed from the beginning the socalled “‘elec- 
tions,” a buffoonery for a long-term office of the military 
dictator, branding them as elections of frauds and vio- 
lence. 


“Elections” rigged by violence and frauds, with the will 
of the popular masses, the master of power, suppressed 
at the point of the bayonet, cannot be called elections. 
the South Korean people will never recognize the elec- 
tions rigged by frauds and violence and their results. 


If the South Korean people are to truly exercise their 
power, an end must be put to the U.S. imperialists’ 
colonial rule and military dictatorship in South Korea 
and a democratic government representing the interests 
of all strata be established. 


KPA Celebrates 56th Anniversary 


Leaders Attend Meeting 
SK241415 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1300 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] On 24 April, a central report meeting to mark the 
56th anniversary of the founding of the heroic KPA, the 
revolutionary armed forces of our party, was grandly 
held at the 8 February Cultural Hall. 


Hung in the backdrop of the flag of the Republic on the 
front wall of the meeting hall was a portrait of the 
respected and beloved leader of our party and people 
Comrade Kim Il-song, the founder of our armed forces, 
great military strategist, and ever-victorious iron-willed 
commander. 


Seen in the meeting hall were such slogans as “Long live 
the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song!” and “Long live 
the glorious WPK!” and such banners as “‘We respect- 
fully wish the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song a long 
life and good health.” 
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Hung in the backdrop of the rostrum were a model of Mt 
Paektu, which symbolizes the shining revolutionary tra- 
dition of our party, letters reading “1932-88,” which 
show the proud course the heroic KPA has trod, and a 
model of the KPA badge. 


Also seen in the meeting hall were such slogans as “Long 
live the 56th anniversary of the founding of the heroic 
KPA, the revolutionary armed forces of our party” and 
“Let us become the royal guard and death-defying guard 
endlessly loyal to the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song 
and the glorious party.” 


The military colors of the heroic KPA were displayed 
and the honor guard of the army, air force, and navy of 
the KPA lined the rostrum. 


Attending the meeting were responsible functionaries of 
the party, power organs, administrative and economic 
organs, and public organizations; anti-Japanese revolu- 
tionary fighters; generals and officers of the KPA and the 
Korean People’s Security Forces; responsible function- 
aries of the scientific, educational, cultural, art, public 
health, and publication and press fields; heroes of the 
Republic; bereaved families of the revolutionary martyrs 
and fallen fighters; soldiers of the People’s Army and the 
People’s Security Forces; public security members; vet- 
erans; families of soldiers in in rear area; and workers in 
the city. 


Also attending the meeting were members of many 
Chongnyon delegations sojourning in the socialist father- 
land. 


Invited to the meeting were diplomatic representatives 
and military attaches in our country, the member of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army of the Korean-Chi- 
nese side to the MAC, Czechoslovak and Polish mem- 
bers of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission, 
and foreign guests and reporters in our country. 


Seated in the rostrum were Comrade O Chin-u, member 
of the Presidium of the WPK Central Committee Polit- 
ical Bureau and minister of the People’s Armed Forces; 
Comrades Yi Kun-mo, Pak Song-chol, Kim Yong-nam, 
Kye Ung-tae, Yon Hyong-muk, and Hong Song-nam, 
members of the WPK Central Committee Political 
Bureau; Comrades Chon Pyong-ho, Choe Kwang, Hyon 
Mu-kwang, Kang Hui-won, Kim Pok-sin, Cho Se-ung, 
and Chong Chun-ki, alternate members of the WPK 
Central Committee Political Bureau; Comrades Hwang 
Chang-yop, Ho Chong-suk, and Choe Tae-pok, secretar- 
ies of the party Central Committee; Comrades Kim 
Chang-chu and Kim Yun-hyok, vice premiers of the 
State Administration Council; Comrade Yun Ki-pok, 
first vice chairman of the Economic Policy Commission 
of the Central People’s Committee; anti-Japanese revo- 
lutionary fighters; commanders of the services and 
branches of the KPA; generals and officers of the KPA 
and the Korean People’s Security Forces; heroes of the 
Republic; and exemplary fighters. 
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Also seated at the rostrum was Pak Che-ro, vice chair- 
man of the Chongnyon Central Standing Committee. 


The meeting began with the playing of the national 
anthem. 


Comrade Choe Kwang, alternate member of the WPK 
Central Committee Political Bureau, general chief of 
staff of the KPA, and general, presented a commemora- 
tive report at the meeting. 


The meeting was held ainid the overflowing revolution- 
ary zeal of the participants to continue to thoroughly 
implement the self-defending military lines of our party 
and to solidly guarantee with armed forces our people's 
struggle for the complete victory of socialism and the 
independent reunification of the fatherland in firm unity 
around the party Central Committee led by the respected 
and beloved Comrade Kim II-song. 


Gen Choe Kwang Addresses Gathering 
SK241053 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0700 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Speech by General Choe Kwang, candidate member of 
the Political Bureau of the WPK Centra! Committee and 
chief of the General Staff of the KPA, at a central report 
meeting to mark the 56th anniversary of the founding of 
the KPA held at the 8 February Hall of Culture on 24 
April—tive] 


[Text] [applause] Comrades: At an exciting time when 
the entire nation seethes with the 200-day campaign to 
glorify the 40th anniversary of the founding of the 
DPRK—the glorious fatherland—amid a great festival 
of victors who follow the militant appeal of the party and 
the leader and as all the workers and people are vigor- 
ously accelerating the great socialist construction while 
firmly defending the revolutionary gains by assuming a 
complete mobilization posture, we mark the 46th anni- 
versary [as heard] of the founding of the KPA. 


On this significant anniversary of the founding of the 
KPA, by authorization of the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song, I, in the name of the Political Bureau of the 
WPK Central Committee, warmly congratulate the offic- 
ers and men of our heroic People’s Army and the 
People’s Security Forces who are firmly defending the 
fatherland by cherishing lofty loyalty to the party and the 
revolution. [applause] 


At the same time, I pay my deep respects to the anti- 
Japanese revolutionary patriots and fighters of the Peo- 
ple’s Army who dedicated their precious lives to the 
independence of the nation, to the happiness and liber- 
ation of the people, and to the party and the revolution. 
[applause] 


I also extend warm congratulations to the anti-Japanese 
revolutionary fighters, disabled veterans, and discharged 
soldiers who effected heroic exploits during the arduous 
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anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle and the great 
fatherland liberation war and who are devotedly strug- 
gling for the cause of socialist construction and national 
reunification. [applause] 


I extend warm greetings to all the people who are 
creating new innovations and miracles on all fronts of 
socialist construction by upholding the leadership of the 
party and the leader and who love and sincerely help the 
People’s Army just as their own kin. [applause] 


At this moment as we significantly mark the anniversary 
of the founding of the KPA, our people and the officers 
and men of the People’s Army recall with deep emotion 
the glorious course of struggle our revolutionary armed 
forces traversed and their immortal achievements, cher- 
ishing great pride and a sense of lofty prestige. 


Comrades, the revolution is a showdown with antirevo- 
lution through strength, and the issue of building revo- 
lutionary armed forces is a vital issue that decides the — 
success of the revolution. Only when the popular masses 
have powerful armed forces can they defend the inde- 
pendence of the nation and the sovereignty of the people 
by crushing antirevolutionary forces. Thus, they can 
firmly ensure the position and role of the independent 
main force of history and attain the ultimate victory of 
the revolution. 


Because our people did not have genuine revolutionary 
armed forces in the past, our sovereignty was taken away 
by outside aggressors and we had to suffer the miserable 
destiny of a homeless race. Although we rose in the 
Struggle against the Japanese imperialists, we were 
unable to avoid the painful failure and frustration before 
the guns and bayonets of the enemy. 


Building the revolutionary armed forces was an inevita- 
ble demand raised by this historic lesson in our nation’s 
anti-Japanese national liberation struggle and in the 
communist movement and was our people’s long-stand- 
ing aspiration. 


The cause of building genuine revolutionary armed 
forces in our country was pioneered and brilliantly 
achieved by the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song. 


[applause] 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, who attached 
great significance to building revolutionary armed forces 
from the initial stage of pioneering the road of Korea’s 
independent development, put forth the line of anti- 
Japanese armed struggle designed to crush the Japanese 
imperialists’ colonial rule through organized armed 
struggle and a policy of building regular revolutionary 
armed forces based on his deep insight into the situation 
created at that time and serious lessons in our nation’s 
anti-Japanese national liberation struggle. 
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The line of anti-Japanese armed struggle and the policy 
of building regular revolutionary armed forces advanced 
by the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song were the 
chuche-oriented revolutionary line that elucidated a 
most correct path for our people to carry out the cause of 
national liberation with our own strength bearing the 
responsibility. They made an outstanding policy that 
elucidated a new path for the working class to resolve the 
issue of building the revolutionary armed forces during 
the stage of anti-imperialist revolutio; for national lib- 
eration. 


Thanks to this line and policy, strategic and tactical 
policies were firmly provided for the people in colonies 
to achieve national liberation and independence as the 
main force and our national liberation movement devel- 
oped to a new higher stage to fight against the imperial- 
ists’ colonial rule through organized armed struggle. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song energetically 
carried out the struggle by organizing the core of the 
revolutionary armed forces and by obtaining arms. 
Based on political and military preparations being firmly 
completed to build revolutionary armed forces, he orga- 
nized the armed ranks and declared the founding of the 
Korean People’s Revolutionary Army [KPRA] to the 
entire world on 25 April 1932. [applause] 


The founding of the KPRA was the precious fruition of 
the energetic leadership of the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il-song who struggled by dedicating everything 
toward formation of the anti-Japanese armed ranks 
while undergoing various ordeals and trials. This was the 
brilliant birth of the genuine chuche-oriented revolution- 
ary armed forces in our country. [applause] 


The founding of the KPRA was a historic event that 
opened an epochal turning point in the development of 
our people’s anti-Japanese national liberation struggle 
and communist movement. With the founding of the 
KPRA, our peopbe were able to victoriously carry out 
the struggle for the independence of the fatherland and 
for the liberation of the people with our own genuine 
revolutionary army for the first time in history. From 
this time, the glorious history of our revolutionary armed 


forces began. 


The proud achievements and rich experiences in build- 
ing the revolutionary armed forces that were realized 
amid the fierce flames of the arduous anti-Japanese 
revolution became a revolutionary asset and capital that 
made it possible to further deepen and develop the cause 
of building the peopie’s armed forces since sovereignty 
was recovered. Thanks to such a precious asset and solid 
capital, the building of regular armed forces was bril- 
liantly realized in a short period of time at an early stage 
of building a new society. 


The cause of building the regular armed forces was 
realized by the great leader Comrade Kim II-song. Thus, 
our country has been able to highly demonstrate its 
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grand appearance as an independent nation with mighty 
self-defense capability and our people came to have firm 
military ensurance to accomplish the chuche revolution- 
ary cause to the end while reliably defending our father- 
land and revolutionary gains from the aggression of the 
imperialists and various class enemies. 


This is one of the most brilliant successes won in 
Carrying Out our revolutionary cause and a great victory 
that displays the indomitable truth and vitality of the 
chuche-oriented military idea and theory of the founding 
of the military. [applause] 


The militant course of our revolutionary armed forces 
developed and strengthened under the wise leadership of 
the respected leader Comrade Kim Il-song shines brightly 
in the history of heroic exploits that firmly ensured the 
means of forces of our people’s struggle for independence 
and socialist and communist construction. 


Our revolutionary armed forces traversed the path of 


- heroic struggle and proud victory along with victorious 


advance of the chuche revolutionary cause and attained 
immortal achievements that will permanently remain 
brilliant in the history of the nation. [applause] 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: The 
immortal exploits of the KPRA and its direct successor, 
the People’s Army, before the nation and the people will 
be brilliant forever, together with the brilliant history of 
revolutionary struggle of our party and our people. 


The militant feats and achievements in struggle which 
our revolutionary armed forces performed and won 
while blazing the new path of the revolution were the 
gains of the historically unprecedented bloody battles 
which were the (?precious fruit of the arduous struggle). 


The KPRA founding and the embarkation on the armed 
struggle were precisely a declaration of war against the 
heinous and outrageous Japanese imperialists. Thus, our 
revolutionary armed forces had to traverse the path of 
arduous struggle from the beginning. 


The anti-Japanese armed struggle which was the first 
chapter in the militant path of our revolutionary armed 
forces, was an unprecedentedly arduous and severe rev- 
olutionary war against the Japanese imperialists who had 
an enormous colonial ruling mechanism and a large 
number of regular armed troops. It was the first national 
liberation war in a colony which was organized and 
waged under the banner of the chuche idea. 


When there was no state support, no rear, and no regular 
troop support, the KPRA, under the leadership of the 
great leader Comrade Kim II-song, carried out the blood- 
stained struggle by expanding its ranks, nourishing its 
strength, and solving the problems for weapons, food, 
and all other things by itself only with the positive 
support and encouragement of the masses of the people. 
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The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, throughout the 
entire period of the anti-Japanese armed struggle, (?ac- 
tively solved problems in carrying out the struggle for 
national liberation by putting forth the chuche-oriented 
line of struggle and political and military policy for 
activities), defeated the enemies everywhere through 
outstanding military strategies and wise guerrilla tactics, 
and made the KPRA fully display its militant might. 


The operations and battles that the KPRA carried out 
through the advance to (?Onsong) district and to Poq- 
honbo, Musan, and many other areas in the country set 
a brilliant chapter in the history of the anti-Japanese 
revolutionary struggle were the shining victory of the 
great leader Comrade Kim Il-song’s outstanding policy 
of advance to the homeland and his chuche-oriented 
guerrilla warfare. [applause] 


(7When countless difficulties and trials were mounting 
and when the decisive battles were being fought), the 
KPRA members, with burning loyalty to the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song, politically and ideologically pro- 
tected and defended the headquarters of the revolution 
at the risk of their lives at any time and at any place. 
They unconditionally and thoroughly implemented the 
order and direction from headquarters. 


Even under grave circumstances beyond the people’s 
imagination, they never faltered and were never pessi- 
mistic but heroically carried out the struggle of 15-odd 
years like a one-day struggle with confidence and opti- 
mism. 


Only with the outstanding and tested military and polit- 
ical leadership of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, 
the ever-victorious iron-willed commander and legend- 
ary hero, the KPRA could perform heroic feats at every 
battle and achieve the historic cause of the fatherland’s 
liberation by smashing the Japanese imperialist aggres- 
sors at last. [applause] 


Under the banner of proletarian internationalism 
throughout the entire period of the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle, shoulder to shoulder with the outstanding sons 
and daughters of the Chinese people, the KPRA carried 
out the joint struggle against the Japanese imperialists 
and struggled in protecting the Soviet Union, the first 
socialist country in the world, with arms. 


In the course of the arduous struggle against the Japanese 
imperialists, unity in ideology and will of the revolution- 
ary ranks with the leader at the center was firmly 
achieved; the main force of the revolution was strength- 
ened and developed; a living example of the Korean 
communists’ loyalty to the leader and revolution was set; 
and the brilliant revolutionary tradition of our party was 
firmly established. 
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These noble revolutionary assets gained through the 
sacred anti-Japanese struggle are the deep and strong 
historic root of our party and revolution and are an 
everlasting foundation which firmly guarantees the vic- 
torious advance of our revolutionary armed forces. 
[applause] 


Through the victory in the anti-Japanese armed struggle. 
the task of national liberation was brilliantly accom- 
plished in our country, and our people’s struggle to 
achieve the cause of independence ushered in a reward- 
ing historic period in which they built a new society with 
sovereignty in their hands. 


In the militant path covered by our revolutionary armed 
forces, the fatheriand liberation war against the U.S. 
imperialists’ armed invasion was another severe trial, 
and was a sacred revolutionary war to defend the peo- 
ple’s cause of independence. 


The KPA, which was strengthened and developed into 
regular armed forces following the liberation by its direct 
inheritance of the KPRA, displayed the invincible might 
of the revolutionary army once again by fully displaying 
mass heroism and peerless sacrifice in the great father- 
land liberation war. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, the founder of 
our revolutionary armed forces and the organizer of the 
victory in the great anti-Japanese war, by standing again 
in front of the severe war to defend the independence of 
the fatherland and the destiny of the people, firmly 
organized the entire party, the entire Army, and all 
people into a single militant rank and vigorously orga- 
nized and mobilized them to the sacred war to smash the 
enemies. 


With shining wisdom and outstanding military insight, 
the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song put forth unique 
strategic and operational guideline and chuche-oriented 
tactics suitable to the situation of our country and, 
through his outstanding art of military operation, led our 
People’s Army to firm victory at all times. 


The men and officers of the People’s Army, who reso- 
lutely turned out by upholding the outstanding strategic 
and tactical guidelines of the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song, consecutively dealt smashing blows to the ene- 
mies and highly displayed the heroic spirit of our revo- 
lutionary armed forces by deeply realizing their noble 
mission for the party and revolution and by struggling 
with an indomitable fighting spirit. 


During the severe counterattack to repel the surprise 
invasion of the enemies, even during the difficult trial of 
the strategic temporary retreat, and during the grand 
advance and the severe battles to defend positions, they 
countered the enemies always with a firm faith in victory, 
unhesitatingly sacrificing their youth and lives in struggle, 
and defended every inch of the fatherland with blood. 
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The immortal militant feats which the heroic warriors of 
the People’s Army performed with ardent loyalty to the 
party and leader and with warm love for the fatherland 
and people in Osan and Taejon, on the burning Naktong 
River and Wolmi Island, on Hills 1211 and 351, and all 
other areas in the land, skies, and seas of the fatherland 
will be passed on to our future generations forever, along 
with the history of our people’s fatherland liberation 
war. [applause] 


During those severe days of the war, when the urban 
areas and plants were being ravaged and even the paddy 
and dry fields were burning because of the enemies’ 
bestial bombardment and gun shells, the people in the 
rear never yielded but vigorously carried out the wartime 
production and work to support the front, thus credibly 
guaranteeing victory on the front. 


During those arduous days of the fatherland liberation 
war, the peoples of the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries supported us materially and spiritually and the 
Chinese people helped our people with blood by sending 
their volunteers. 


Our people always remember this and are always grateful 
for this. [applause] 


Under the wise leadership of the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il-song, our people and people’s army gallantly 
overcame the severe trial of the war, gave a shameful 
defeat to the U.S. imperialists who were boasting that 
they were more powerful than anyone else in the world, 
and won a shining victory in the fatherland liberation 
war. [applause] 


The historic victory which our people won in the father- 
land liberation war was a shining victory of the outstand- 
ing military ideology of the great leader Comrade Kim 
li-song and his unique strategy and tactics, outstanding 
art of military operations, and chuche-oriented maneu- 
vering. It was a strong display of the invincible might of 
our people and people’s army uniting firmly around the 
party and leader. [applause] 


By winning a great victory in the fatherland liberation 
war, our people honorably defended the independence of 
the fatherland and the gains of the revolution, started the 
downhill slide of the U.S. imperialists as the ringleader of 
imperialism, and greatly contributed to developing the 
national liberation struggle and the anti-imperialist and 
anti-U.S. struggle to a new high stage throughout the 
world. 


In the postwar period, too, our people’s army smashed 
the enemies’ ceaseless aggressive war provocation 
maneuvers at every step, credibly defended the safety of 
the fatherland and people, and firmly guaranteed the 
victorious advance of the revolution and construction by 
the force of arms. 
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During those difficult days when the enemies within and 
without were intensifying their maneuvers and the 
betrayers of the revolution challenged the party and the 
revolution, the people’s army defended the party Central 
Committee headed by the respected and beloved Com- 
rade Kim Il-song with its life and honorably accom- 
plished the noble mission of our revolutionary armed 
forces by firmly protecting the revolutionary cause of the 
party by smashing the enemies’ continuing reckless mil- 
itary provocations. 


The People’s Army, which struggles to defend the inde- 
pendent right and interest of the people, is also greatly 
contributing by their active participation in the con- 
struction projects for the prosperity of the country and 
the happiness of the peuple. [applause] 


However, the U.S. imperialists have viciously maneu- 
vered to perpetuate ihe division of Korea by fabricating 
two Koreas and to make South Korea their permanent 
colony, military base, and forward nuclear base. They 
are instigating the South Korean authorities along the 
road of North-South confrontation and permanent divi- 
sion. Under the instigation of the U.S. imperialists, the 
South Korean authorities have concocted incidents that 
slandered our Republic whenever we took new steps to 
relax the tension of the nation and peacefully resolve the 
issue of national reunification, intentionally strained 
North-South relations, and perpetrated mean mancuvers 
to militarily threaten us. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean military 
fascist clique fabricated a missing airliner incident and 
conducted a frenzied anti-Republic campaign, and are 
massively concentrating aggressive armed forces in 
South Korea and its surrounding waters under the pre- 
text of security of the Seoul Olympics. By conducting the 
criminal “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise, they 
are extremely straining the situation on the Korean 
peninsula. 


The warmongers of the U.S. imperialists and South 
Korea, who have escalated the “Team Spirit” joint 
military exercises every year, have turned these exercises 
into an extremely dangerous and adventurous test of 
nuclear war exercises, thereby leading the strained situ- 
ation on the Korean peninsula to the brink of war. These 
are vicious provocative maneuvers to push the Korean 
peninsula, Asia, and the world to the calamity of a 
thermonuclear war, an intolerable challenge to our 
Republic and the entire Korean people, and a grave 
threat to peace of Asia and the world. 


Because of the ever-intensifying aggression and war 
maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and the Souih 
Korean puppet clique, an extremely dangerous situation 
prevails on the Korean peninsula in which an all-out war 
could break out at any time. Our people love peace and 
do not want war, but will never tolerate the imperialists 
and their stooges when they recklessly provoke and 
threaten them. If the U.S. imperialists and the South 
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Korean puppet clique force war upon us, despite our 
repeated warnings, our people and People’s Army will 
rise as one, fight, mercilessly annihilate and wipe out the 
enemies, and resolutely defend the sacred fatherland and 
socialist system. [applause] Of course, we do not want 
this to happen. However, we will make every effort to 
prevent war from breaking out in Korea and engulfing 
the world in the calamity of nuclear war. To remove the 
danger of a nuclear war on the Korean peninsula, to 
pres*rve peace there, and to achieve the peaceful reuni- 
fication of the country it is imperative, first of all, to 
withdraw the U.S. imperialist aggression forces and 
nuclear weapons from South Korea and to make the 
Korean peninsula a nuclear-free peace zone. 


If the U.S. imperialist aggression forces and nuclear 
weapons are withdrawn from South Korea and a nuclear- 
free peace zone is established on the Korean peninsula, 
one of the most dangerous sites for the source of nuclear 
war will be eliminated in the world. At the same time, 
this will become an epochal event of great significance in 
preserving peace in Asia and the rest of the world. 


The United States and the persons in authority of South 
Korea should clearly know that they will gain nothing 
from their indiscreet commotion against our Republic 
and that this will only expedite their ruin. Therefore, 
they should act discreetly. The United states, if it truly 
wants peace, should renounce its frantic military buildup 
and war provocation maneuvers and withdraw from 
South Korea its aggression armed forces and all lethal 
weapons including nuclear weapons, as unanimously 
called for by our people and the peace-loving people of 
the world. 


The persons in authority of South Korea should imme- 
diately stop the anti-Republic smear commotion of mak- 
ing confrontation and tension within the nation more 
acute while following the U.S. imperialists’ policy of 
nuclear war and should respond to our peace proposals 
without delay. 


The Japanese authorities should immediately stop the 
act of showing enmity toward our Republic and perse- 
cuting Chongnyon and Korean compatriots in Japan, 
should renounce the cunning maneuvers of fishing in 
troubled waters in the case of the missing South Korean 
passenger airplane, and should stop the vicious act of 
instigating the South Korean puppets into division and 
war. 


The broad peace-loving people of the world today have 
actively supported the stand of our party and the gov- 
ernment of the Republic to alleviate the situation on the 
Korean peninsula, to preserve peace there, and to 
achieve the independent and peaceful reunification of 
the country through dialogue and negotiations. 


We can say with high pride that because the line of 
arming all the people and of fortifying all the country, as 
well as strengthening the People’s Army according to our 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


party’s self-defensive milita: ‘ line, was implemented, a 
popular mobilization system, with the People’s Army as 
its core, was firmly established and that a powerful 
self-defensive sational-defense force that can solidly 
defend the socialist fatherland after destroying any 
aggressor has been established. All the feats and achieve- 
ments that are recorded in the honorable history of our 
revolutionary forces are a victory of the great leader 
Comrade Kim II-song’s self-defensive military idea and a 
valuable fruition of the outstanding and tested leader- 
ship of the party and the leader. [applause]. 


On this meaningful occasion to mark the 56th founding 
anniversary of the KPA, with the boundless respect and 
admiration of all the People’s Army officers and men 
and their enthusiastic loyalty, I extend the greatest honor 
and the warmest appreciation to the great leader of our 
party and people Comrade Kim Il-song, who earlier 
founded a chuche-type revolutionary force; who saved 
the destiny of the nation and defended the independence 
of the fatherland after defeating the powerful Japanese 
and U.S. enemies; and who turned our country into an 
independent, self-reliant, and self-defensive socialist 
power. [applause] 


Comrades, the People’s Army comprises the revolution- 
ary armed forces of our party, and the mission of the 
People’s Army is to firmly ensure the continuous 
advance and ultimate accomplishment of the party’s 
revolutionary cause with the force of arms. The People’s 
Army is assigned the grave yet glorious duty of defending 
our party and the revolution from attacks and invasion 
by various class enemies and reliably ensuring the strug- 
gle of our party and our people to achieve national 
reunification and the chuche-orientation of the entire 
society. The People’s Army, deeply perceiving its mis- 
sion before the fatherland and the nation, must posi- 
tively guarantee the struggle of our party and people for 
peace in the country and her peaceful reunification. 


Today the situation on the Korean peninsula approaches 
a more strained and acute aspect with each passing day. 
This makes solving the issue of national reunification at 
an early date a more urgent demand than ever before. 
Unless the nation is reunified, our fellow countrymen 
cannot escape the pain and disasters caused by the 
division of the nation, nor can the tension of the country 
be ultimately eliminated. The demand for peaceful res- 
olution of the Korean issue has become a trend of the 
times that cannot be blocked. Even recently, our party 
and the government of the Republic has put forth in 
succession various proposals and plans, including the 
proposal for high-level North-South political and mili- 
tary talks and the proposal for phased arms reduction, 
and are making every effort to realize them. In particu- 
lar, proceeding from the earnest desire to make this year 
a historic year that realizes a new turning point for 
national reconciliation and unity between the North and 
the South, early this year we put forth a proposal for 
convening a North-South joint conference. 
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The fatherland will eternally remember the heroic 
achievements of the KPA soldiers, who, following their 
erection of the large-scale Sohae Lockgate in a short 
period of time after damming up a 20-ri rough sea, are 
today creating new miracles amid the people’s endless 
high praise at construction sites in Sunchon, Sariwmp, 
Taechon, and on Kwangbok Street. [applause] 


Immortal achievements that our revolutionary forces 
attained and red blood shed by the anti-Japanese guer- 
rillas and KPA soldiers are included in valuable feats of 
our revolution and all the victories and successes that 
our people attained in revolution and construction. 
Everytime they raise the dark blue and red banner of the 
Republic, a symbol of our nation’s independence and 
dignity, our people who will soon mark the 40th found- 
ing anniversary of the Republic cannot but be deeply 
impressed with the bloody struggle and immortal 
achievements of our revolutionary forces and who, while 
handing over the revolutionary banner and inheriting it 
though they fell to the ground a thousand times, have 
shed very much blood and sweat for the freedom and 
independence of the fatherland and for the progress and 
prosperity of the country. When we recall the honorable 
road and proud achievements of our revolutionary forc- 
es, we are very proud of them. This is because endless 
loyalty toward the party and the leader is vigorously 
pulsating within all the ranks of the People’s Army. 
Loyalty toward the leader, which was formed by young 
communists at the initial period of the cultivation of the 
cause of founding an army, was highly displayed in an 
over-all manner within the ranks of the KPA during the 
days of the anti-Japanese war, and has become a life of 
our revolutionary forces after being consolidated as an 
indestructible, solid tradition. Truly, because they have a 
powerful revolutionary army—an ever-victorious revo- 
lutionary force, that is boundlessly loyal to the party and 
the leader and that can create any military miracle or 
combatant feat if the party and the leader call on it to do 
so—our people, in two unequalled stern anti-imperialist 
struggles, were able to attain the independence of the 
fatherland, to defend national independence, and to 
solidly defend revolutionary achievements and victori- 
ously carry out the cause of socialist and communist 
construction under difficult circumstances in which they 
have been directly confronted by the ringleader of anti- 
communism in the world. They were able to display 
invincible might and ever-victorious achievements by 
courageously fighting after overcoming all sorts of diffi- 
culties not with superiority in arms, equipment, or 
technology but with an absolute faith in the leadership of 
the party and the leader and a firm belief that their cause 
was just. This very fact is the most valuable combatant 
summation that was recorded in the honorable history of 
revolutionary force. [applause] 


Our revolutionary forces who were tempered and tested 
politically and ideologically, and militarily and techno- 
logically amid trials of the arduous revolution over much 
more than half a century are further nurturing their 
might and appearance as the Army of the leader and the 
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Army of the party, by vigorously accelerating the cause 
of modelling all of the military after the chuche idea 
under the leadership of our party. All the soldiers, 
strongly arming themselves with our party’s revolution- 
ary idea, the chuche idea, are filled with an enthusiastic 
resolve to fight to the end for the victory of the chuche 
revolutionary cause under the party’s leadership. 


All the ranks of the People’s Army have firmly estab- 
lished a revolutionary view of the leader and are filled 
with revolutionary comradely love, conscientious mili- 
tary principles, and the noble, beautiful custom of 
achieving unanimity between the high and low and 
between the Army and the people. This is political and 
moral superiority that only a genuine People’s Army, a 
revolutionary zrmy. can have, and here lies a source of 
invincible might with which our People’s Army can 
defeat any force of aggression. Because there is the KPA, 
which was nurtured in the flames of the honorable 
anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle, which was further 
tampered in the great fatherland’s liberation war and 
trials of fierce class struggle, which is strongly armed 
with the chuche idea; and which is equipped with ultra- 
modern military technology according to the reality in 
our country and the demand of modern warfare, security 
in our fatherland and the victory of our fatherland are 
firmly guaranteed. 


I would like to take this opportunity not only to express 
deep thanks to all the peace-loving people of the world, 
including the people of socialist countries and non- 
aligned nations, who have actively supported and 
encouraged our people’s just struggle to have U.S. forces 
and nuclear weapons withdrawn from South Korea, to 
make the Korean peninsula a nuclear-free peace zone, 
and to achieve the independent and peaceful reunifica- 
tion of the country. I also firmly believe that they will 
continue to extend firm solidarity with our people’s 


struggle in the future. [applause] 


Our people will check and frustrate the maneuvers of 
splittists at home and abroad with united strength of the 
entire nation amid the support and encouragement from 
the progressive people of the world who treasure justice, 
peace, and will, thus, achieve the historic cause of 
national reunification without fail. [applause] 


To smash the enemies’ new war provocation maneuvers 
that have become more unscrupulous, to defend the 
socialist fatherland, and to firmly guarantee the revolu- 
tionary cause of chuche with force of arms, it is imper- 
ative to further strengthen the People’s Army. The basis 
in strengthening the People’s Army is to defend, saie- 
guard, and further glorify the tradition of loyalty that has 
overflown in all ranks of the Army since the early stage of 
the armed forces’ building. 


The People’s Army is not only the leader’s Army that the 
great leader Comrade Kim II-song has fostered through 
his protracted revolutionary struggle since he personally 
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built its first rank in the period of pioneering the Korean 
vevolution, but is also the party’s Army struggling to 
achieve our party's revolutionary cause. [applause] 


The life of our People’s Army as the army of the leader 
and .\rmy of the party lies precisely in its loyalty to the 
party and the leader. Loyalty to the party and the leader 
is a decisive requirement of the People’s Army in adher- 
ing to its essential character and in performing its duty. 
We should strengthen education in loyalty in combina- 
tion with education in the basic principle of the chuche 
idea in the People’s Army so as to lead all soldiers to be 
invariably loyal to the party and the leader under any 
adversity and trials, cherishing in their hearts loyalty to 
the party and the leader as their firm revolutionary faith 
and duty. [applause] 


The party’s leadership of the People’s Army is the basic 
guarantee for all victories of the People’s Army. The 
People’s Army should firmly establish the revolutionary 
traits of thoroughly embodying the party’s leadership in 
all fields of its activity, sharing the same destiny with the 
party under any difficult circumstance, and carrying out 
the party’s orders and instructions to the end. We should 
vigorously accelerate the work of modeling and revolu- 
tionalizing the entire army after the chuche idea and 
should thoroughly carry out the party's self-defensive 
military line and its five-point policy for strengthening 
combat capability. Thereby, we should further 
strengthen and develop the People’s Army into an ever- 
victorious revolutionary army. 


Officers and men of the People’s Army and the People’s 
Security Forces and members of the Red Worker-Peas- 
ant Militia and the Red Youth Guards should not only 
thoroughly reject indolence and negligence and maintain 
high revolutionary vigilance, but also keenly watch every 
action of the enemies and maintain a full combat readi- 
ness so as to thoroughly and sternly smash the enemies’ 
war provocation maneuvers at any time. 


It is a noble tradition and custom of our society for the 
army and the people to love and help each other. Officers 
and men of the People’s Army should defend the peo- 
ple’s lives and property and actively help the people by 
highly displaying the traditional custom of military- 
civilian unity. They should also fully demonstrate the 
heroic spirit of our People’s Army in all sites of major 
construction projects by upholding the party's appeal for 
accelerating the great construction march. [applause] 


The people should love and sincerely help soldiers of the 
People’s Army like their kindred. Thus, they should 
establish among themselves the traits of attaching great 
importance to the army. All working people and soldiers 
of the People’s Army should thoroughly carry out the 
great leader Comrade Kim I 


session of the 6th WPK Central Committee and 
the militant tasks elucidated in the letter and slogans of 


l-song’s teaching at the 13th — 
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the party Central Committee so as to more firmly deepen 
the main force of our revolution and to vigorously and 
continuously accelerate the revolution and construction. 


All of the working people should effect new upsurges in 
socialist construction and fulfill the 200-day battie task 
assigned by the party without fail by further exerting 
themselves with firm faith in certain victory and revolu- 
tionary optimism. Thus, all working people should glo- 
rify the 40th anniversary of the founding of our Repub- 
lic, which is a significant event in our history, as a great 
festival of victors. 


Our party’s revolutionary cause is just, and our people's 
future is bright. Our people and People’s Army who are 
struggling for the just cause under the wise leadership of 
the party and the leader are always victorious and 
invincible. Let all of us firmly rally around the party 
Central Committee headed by the respected and beloved 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song and vigorously struggle for 
the complete victory of socialism, for the advancement 
of the independent and peaceful reunification of the 
country, and for the completion of the revolutionary 
cause of chuche. [applause] 


Long live Comrade Kim Il-song. the great leader of our 
party and people! [applause, shouts] 


Long live the glorious WPK, the organizer and encour- 
ager of all victories of the Korean people. [applause. 
shouts} 


Kim I}-song Visits Army Unit 
SK2504112588 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 080 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, on the 
occasion of the 56th anniversary of the founding of the 
KPA, visited a unit of the People’s Army and congratu- 
lated the officers and men of the People’s Army. Thc 
great leader of our party and our people Comrade Kim 
Il-song today, on the occasion of the 56th anniversary of 
the founding of the heroic KPA, visited Unit 813 of the 
People’s Army and congratulated the officers and men of 
the People’s Army. Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of 
the Presidium of the WPK Central Committee Political 
Bureau, member of the party Central Military Commis- 
sion, and secretary of the party Central Committee, 
accompanied him. 


Greeting the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song on the 
spot were Comrade O Chin-u, member of the Presidium 
of the WPK Central Committee Political Bureau, mem- 
ber of the party Central Military Commission, and 
minister of the People’s Armed Forces; Comrade Choe 
Kwang, alternate member of the WPK Central Commit- 
tee Political Bureau and chief of the General Staff of the 
KPA; KPA Colonel General Cho Myong-nok, member 
of the WPK Central Committee: and commanders of the 
Army units. 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)—The Ministry of 
People’s Armed Forces hosted a cocktail party on April 
23 on the 56th anniversary of the founding of the Korean 
People’s Army. 


People’s Delegations Visit Units 
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They looked round historical sites of on-the-spot guid- 
ance of the great leader President Kim Il-song and 
historical sites associated with undying revolutionary 
feats of our party at KPA units. 


People’s delegations congratulated armymen who were 
significantly celebrating the birthday of the KPA and 
inspired their militant spirit, bringing into full bloom the 
traditional traits of unity between the Army and the 
people. 


Wreaths Laid on Mt by ane 
SK2504110588 Pyongyang KCNA in Engli 
1054 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 25 (KCNA)—Party and govern- 
ment cadres, People’s Army soldiers and working people 
laid wreaths on April 25 at the Revolutionary Martyrs’ 
Cemetery on Mt. Taesong on the occasion of the 56th 
anniversary of the founding of the heroic Korean Peo- 
ple’s Army, the revolutionary armed forces of our party. 


A wreath sent by the great leader of our party and our 
people President Kim I!l-song was laid on the wreath 
stand of the Revolutionary Martyrs’ Cemetery on Mt. 
Taesong. 


A wreath sent by Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the 
Presidium of the Political Bureau and secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, was 
also placed there. 


A guard of honour of the Korean People’s Army lined up 
at the cemetery. 


Present on the occasion were Yi Kun-mo, Pak Song-cho!, 
Yon Hyong-muk, Hong Song-nam and other senior 
cadres. 


Wreaths in the name of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, the Central People’s Commit- 
tee and the Administration Council of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, the Ministry of People’s 
Armed Forces, the Ministry of Public Security, social 
Organisations, anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters, cen- 
tral bodies, organs of science, education, culture and art, 
the press, party and power bodies, administrative and 
economic bodies and social organisatiois in Pyongyang 
were laid there amid the playing of the wreath-laying 
music. 

The attendants observed a moinent’s silence in memory 
of the anti-Japanese revolutionary martyrs. 


Today party and government cadres, People’s Army 
soldiers and working people placed wreaths at the mon- 
ument to fallen fighters of the People’s Army. 
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Meanwhile, military attaches of foreign embassies here 
laid wreaths at the Revolutionary Martyrs’ Cemetery on 
Mt. Taesong and the Monument to Fallen Fighters of the 
People’s Army. 


Daily Marks Anniversary 
SK231529 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1506 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 23 (KCNA)—The glorious rev- 
olutionary traditions of the anti-Japanese struggle estab- 
lished by the respected leader Comrade Kim Il-song is an 
eternal cornerstone which makes it possible to 
strengthen and develop our People’s Army forever into 
an army of the party and the leader, a revolutionary 
army, says NODONG SINMUN today in a lengthy, 
signed article dedicated to the 56th anniversary of the 
founding of the heroic Korean People’s Army. 


The gist of the article reads: 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau and secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said: 


“The People’s Army is an army which directly inherited 
the revolutionary traditions established by the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song during the anti-Japanese 
revolutionary struggle. To firmly defend and successfully 
carry forward and develop the revolutionary traditions 
of the party is an important revolutionary task of the 
People’s Army.” 


The traditions inherited by our army are great traditions 
provided by the respected leader Comrade Kim Il-song 
through the 20 years of his anti-Japanese revolulonary 


struggle. 


The revolutionary traditions of the anti-Japanese strug- 
gle are most brilliant traditions in terms of their rich and 
profound content and in terms of their might and vitality 
because they were created by the respected leader in the 
course of the unprecedentedly arduous and great anti- 
Japanese revolutionary struggle. As it was founded, 
strengthened and developed on the basis of such greatest 
traditions and experience, our army is an invincible 
revolutionary army, and it is the noblesi mission of our 
army to carry forward the revolutionary traditions of the 


anti-Japanese struggle. 


The glorious course of the struggle covered by our 
People’s Army explicitly teaches what is it that firmly 
guarantees the indestructible might of a revolutionary 
army. 


The revolutionary traditions of the anti-Japanese strug- 
gle are the source of the invincibility of our People’s 
Army. 


23 
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When a revolutionary army inherits the revolutionary 
traditions created by the leader, there is no limit to its 
might and it emerges ever-victorious. This is a priceless 
truth proven by the course of the struggle of the heroic 
Korean People’s Army. 


Today our People’s Army is taking on ever nobler looks 
as an army of the party and the leader, as a revolutionary 
army in the process of the worthwhile struggle to suc- 
cessfully carry forward the revolutionary traditions of 
the anti-Japanese struggle. 


“Let us fight at the sacrifice of our lives for the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song and dear Comrade Kim 
Chong-il!.” This is a heartfelt slogan of the People’s 
Army officers and men today. In consequence, the whole 
army is pervaded with the military spirit to defend their 
party and leader and their fatherland with their own 
lives. It is a proud trait of our Army to serve as a citadel 
and a shield to defend our party centre, and go through 
thick and thin to carry the party’s plan and intentions 
into practice. 


Absolute trust and the unshakable conviction that it is 
sure to win victory always when it fights under the 
leadership of dear Comrade Kim Chong-il—this links 
the party and the army by inseparable bonds. Our 
People’s Army is brilliantly embroidering the proud 
hiltory of defending the leader of the revolution as it is 
today carrying forward the tradition of loyalty to the 
party and the leader with fortitude. Herein lie highest 
honour and pride of the Korean People’s Army. 


Now our People’s Army stands in direct confrontation 
with the U.S. imperialists and are fighting resolutely, 
answering their “retaliation” with retaliation, their 
allout war with allout war. Steadfast and unflinching is 
the determination of the People’s Army officers and men 
to safeguard their leader and party, their system and 
fatherland. 


Not to make the slightest concession as regards the 
dignity and security of the socialist homeland but to 
uncompromisingly fight against the class enemies — this 
is an immovable faith of our People’s Army. 


This proves that our army is successfully carrying for- 
ward the traditions of the anti-Japanese struggle, the 
indomitable revolutionary spirit. 


It is an unshakabie will of our Army that if the enemy dare 
pounce upon it, it would fight upon the honour of chuche 
korea and mete out decisive punishment to him, true to its 
mission as the revolutionary Army of a great leader. 


South Korea 


Voters To Elect 299-Seat National Assembly 
SK2604030388 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
26 Apr 88 pp I, 4 


[Text] The nation goes to the polls today to elect a new 
299-seat National Assembly after a month of hectic 
campaigning, marked with almost daily violent clashes 
between supporteis of rival candidates. 


FBIS-EAS-88-080 
26 April 1988 


With the nation’s police on top alertness, the voting will 
take place at the nation’s 13,812 polling stations from 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Ballot counting is expected to begin 
around 8 p.m., and results will be known by around 2 
a.m. tomorrow at most electoral districts. 


'n some areas where close races are expected, the out- 
come will not be known until around 7 a.in. 


Turnout is likely to be well below the 84.2 percent of the 
last general election in view of the low popular enthusi- 
asm displayed during the campaign period. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party led by President No 
Tae-u will easily win a majority, political analysts in 
Seoul predicted. 


No’s soaring popularity as well as the opposition’s split 
will combine to help DJP candidates, they said. 


Kim Yong-sam’s Reunification Democratic Party and 
Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and Democracy will 
vie to become the No. | opposition party. 


A recent nationwide poll showed the RDP with a slight 
edge over the PPD because of its strength in “neutral 
zones,” or the areas outside the parties’ home turfs. 


The PPD is expected to sweep Kim Tae-chung’s home 
province and key political bastion of Chollanam-do 
thanks to his strong personal appeal and the residents’ 
anti-government sentiment. 


On the eve of the vote, leaders of political parties held 
news conferences to make a last-minute appeal for 


popular support. 


DJP chairman Chae Mun-sik said that the DJP must win 
a majority to maintain stability for continued economic 
growth and further progress in democratic reforms 
promised by No. 


the opposition, still bitterly divided despite their setback 
in the Dec. 16 presidential vote, claimed that it must win 
to prevent authoritarian rule by No and his DJP. 


Chae said that his party was in a comfortable lead in only 
80 constituencies while in neck and neck races in 80 
other districts. 


The government party hopes to win at least 120 seats 
today, giving it at least 38 of the 75 proportional repre- 
sentation seats. 


The RDP said that it has a solid lead in 45 districts, 
many of them in and around Kim Yong-sam’s home- 
town of Pusan. 
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The PPD wants to capture 40 to 45 seats, 20 of which it 
hopes will come from Seoul. Whichever party excels in 
the vast metropolitan zone, with 45 seats at stake, will 
emerge as the No. | opposition party, political analysts 
said. 


Voters will directly elect 224 lawmakers from as many 
constituencies. 


The 75 national constituency seats will be allotted to 
political parties winning at least five seats in proportion 
to the number of votes they win in today’s elections. 


During the 18-day official campaign period, not a day 
passed without a report of violent clashes between sup- 
porters of rival candidates and exchanges of allegations 
about bribing. 


Exact injury figures were not available. But the police 
reported 87 cases of election-related violences nation- 
wide, with 140 people detained. 


About 55,000 armed police troops will be positioned at 
voting and baliot-counting stations across the nation 
today to prevent any further violences. 


Expressing concerns at the incidents of corruption and 
violences, Yun Il-yong, chairman of the Central Election 
Management Committee, yesterday said in a special 
statement that anyone hampering today’s elections will 
be sternly punished according to the law. 


Contrary to the voters’ unprecedented lack of enthusi- 
asm, candidates staged an overheated campaign that 
political watchers said was “unparalleled in the nation’s 
history.” 


An average candidate might have spent at least several 
hundred million won, well beyond the government- 
imposed ceiling of about 80 million won, political watch- 
ers said. 


This money-spending frenzy has already aroused fears 
that commodity prices will jump following the elections 
as ihey did after the last presidential vote. 


As election violence and fraud peaked on the eve of the 
poll, the ruling party stripped a party candidates, Kwon 
Chung-tong, of his party membership for his alleged 
attempt to bribe voters in his constituency. 


His loss of party membership will automatically make 
his candidacy null and void. 


The next legislature will be more powerful than its 
predecessors of the past few decades, and cannot be 
dissolved by the President. 


The Assembly will have the right to probe state affairs, a 
right shelved in 1971 under the late President Pak 
Chong-hui’s “Yusin” rule. 
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The first job of the new assemblymen will be to invoke 
the right to look into the key scandals of the Fifth 
Republic, political analysts said. 


In the past, each constituency had two to three lawmak- 
ers in a system the opposition claimed favored the ruling 


party. 


The outcome of today’s poll will also become a judgment 
on President No’s two-month-old government and his 
effort to distance himself from former President Chon 
Tu-hwan’s Fifth Republic. 


A recent survey by the DJP showed that 54 percent of 
Koreans approve of No, who won the presidential elec- 
tion with just 37 percent of the vote by capitalizing on 
the divided opposition. 


However, opposition politicians expressed their distress 
at No for the “slow pace” of democratization—one of his 
election promises. 


Campaigning for DJP candidates, No repeatedly said in 
recent weeks that he needs a powerful, ruling party to 
smoothly carry out his election pledges. 


Voter Turnout ‘Small’ 
SK2604083088 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0823 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 26 (YONHAP)—South Koreans 
turned out in relatively small numbers Tuesday to vote 
in National Assembly elections marking the first real test 
for the two-month-old government of President No 
Tae-u and the democratization process he began in June 
last year. 


The Central Election Management Committee said as of 
3 p.m. (06:00 G.M.T.), eight hours after the polls opened 
at 13,812 polling stations nationwide, that 55 percent of 
~ — 26.19 million eligible voters had cast their 


It appears certain that when the polls close at 6 p.m. 
(09:00 G.M.T.), the voter turnout will stand at about 80 
percent, compared with 84.6 percent in the last general 
elections in Feb. 1985 and 89.2 percent in the presiden- 
tial election on Dec. 16 last year. Most results are 
expected to be known by early Wednesday morning. 


Voters, according to the committee, account for 60.3 
percent of South Korea’s total population. 


The committee said that of the country’s nine provinces 
and five special cities, North Kyongsang Province in the 
southeastern part of the nation has so far shown the 
highest voter turnout with 65.1 percent while Seoul has 
registered the lowest turnout with only 46.4 percent. 
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Under balmy spring weather, President No, accompa- 
nied by his wife, Kim Ok-suk, and mother, cast their 
ballots at mid-morning in the small auditorium of an 
elementary school near the presidetial residence. 


After voting, No called on the candidates to fully accept 
the people’s judgment, adding that he believes these 
elections will help enhance the nation’s democratic 
development one step further. 


No, who won the presidential election last year with 36.7 
percent of the vote, was inaugurated on Feb. 25 to serve 
a single five-year term. 


The elections for the 299-member unicameral assembly, 
which will have 23 more seats than the previous parlia- 
ment, pit No’s Democratic Justice Party against three 
major opposition parties and splinter parties, which 
have often called the popularly elected incumbent gov- 
ernment an extension of the scandal-ridden regime of 
former President Chon Tu-hwan. 


Under a new constitution, adopted through inter-party 
negotiation last year, the president no longer has the 
power to dissolve the National Assembly, while the 
legislature has the right to inspect state affairs. 


The three major opposition groups are Kim Yong-sam’s 
Reunification Democratic Party, Kim Tae-chung’s Party 
for Peace and Democracy, and Kim Chong-pil’s New 
Democratic Republican Party. The three opposition 
leaders, who were defeated by No in the presidential 
election last December, have been faced with mounting 
criticism, especially Kim Yong-sam and Kim Tae-chung, 
for splitting the opposition vote. Kim Yong-sam and 
Kim Tae-chung received a combined total of about 55 
percent in the presidential election, while Kim Chong-pil 
received eight percent. 


The ruling party said it hoped to win about 125 directly 
elected seats in Tuesday’s elections, which would auto- 
matically entitle it to an additional 41 seats from the 
75-seat proportional representation system. 


The general elecions are expected to provide important 
momentum for the nation’s political structure in the 
years to come and could iead to a possible reorganization 
of the opposition forces, whose dominant figures for 
nearly two decades have been Kim Yong-sam and Kim 
Tae-chung. The RDP and PPD are seeking to emerge 
from the elections as the main opposition party. 


A total of 1,045 candidates are running for the 224 
directly elected seats, while the remaining 75 seats will 
be distributed proportionally among the parties winning 
five or more seats in Tuesday's popular vote. The DJP is 
the only party which has fielded candidates in all 224 
districts. Those elected will serve a four-year term. 
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The elections mark the first time in 17 years that 
assembly elections are being held under a one-lawmaker- 
per-district system. In the previous two general elections, 
held during the seven-year administration of former 
President Chon, the top two finishers in each district 
won election to the Assembly. 


Cheju MBC Television Officials Arrested 
SK2604 103088 Seoul Christian Broadcasting 
System Network in Korean 0930 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Chong Sung-su, public prosecutor at the Cheju 
District Public Prosecutor’s Office in charge of election- 
related crimes, today booked 9 Cheju MBC [Munhwa 
Broadcasting Corporation] officials, including President 
of Cheju MBC Kim Ki-chu, in connection with the 
incident of Cheju MBC airing rehearsal ballot counting 
results, on charges of violating Articles 67 and 69 of the 
National Assembly Election Law, while investigating 
into the particular background against which the inci- 
dent had occurred—whether intentional or uninten- 
tional—and whether or not there was somebody else 
behind the incident. 


In connection with the incident of the accidental airing of 
simulated ballot counting results, which took place at 
about 1700 yesterday, the Public Prosecutor’s Office 
continued the investigation throughout the night. 
Although those concerned claimed that it was an accident 
that occurred as a result of a technical mistake by the 
working officials and a (?failure) on the part of the relay 
Station on top of Mt Sammaebong in Sogwipon in the 
course of rehearsing the coverage of ballot counting that 
was scheduled from 1600 till 1700 yesterday, the Public 
Prosecutor’s Office booked them, attaching importance to 
the fact that this incident has aroused suspicions among 
the majority of the people. The prosecutor plans to 
concentrate investigative efforts on examining the suspi- 
cious points such as the background against which the 
rehearsal scripts had been written and why the main 
television control room where the rehearsal was con- 
ducted failed to keep it from being aired. 


The names of those who have been booked are as 
follows: 


Kim Ki-chu, president of the Cheju MBC; Yi Mun-kyo, 
director of the News Desk; Kim Yong-chon, manager of 
technical department; O Chag-su, director in charge of the 
rehearsal airing; Kang Pyong-su, reporter covering the 
ballot counting in Cheju City; An Chong-hwan, announc- 
er; Ko Song-chun, station official in charge of input data; 
Kim Pyong-ho, in charge of image control; and (Kim 
Sam-pae), director at the Sammae relay station. 


SK2604014588 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Apr 88 p I 


[Text] Opposition parties expressed strong suspicious of 
computer manipulation after Cheju MBC aired “ballot 
counting results,” giving the highest score to the ruling 
party candidate yesterday afternoon allegedly “by mis- 
take.” 
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At 5:03 p.m. during its transmission adjustment, the Cheju 
provincial network of national television MBC said, “Ballot 
counting finished as of 4 a.m. and Rep. Hyon Kyong-tae was 
confirmed the winner of the elections with 35,060 votes 
with a support rate of 39.2 percent.” 


The audio went on that Kim Song-pom of the opposition 
Reunificatiion Democratic Party garnered 14,367 votes, 
and Kang Chong-ho of the Party for Peace and Democ- 
racy 9,573. 


The report continued for about one and a half minutes. 


Cheju MBC and later its key station in Seoul described it 
as a “technical error made by engineers during a 
rehearsal in preparation for a live broadcasting of the 
vote tallying.” 


Cho Song-won, news director of Cheju MBC, said, “It 
was completely our error. We should have blocked out 
the audio transmission. We needed the rehearsal because 
we were scheduled to use various newly-developed com- 


puter programs.” 


Yi Won-chong, spokesman for RDP’s campaign head- 
quarters, however, said the broadcast aroused suspicion 
that the government is again attempting to manipulate 
the computer to fix the results of the elections in favor of 
the DJP. 


PPD spokesman Kim Kyong-chae, also expressing sus- 
picion of the computer manipulation plot, said, “‘Even if 
we are pursuaded into a accepting MBC’s explanation, it 
dealt a serious blow to our candidate by announcing that 
Hyon was first and a RDP candidate second.” 


KYODO Reports Violence, Ballot Riggi 
OW260939 Tokyo KYODO in English 0918 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 26 KYODO—Balloting for South 
Korea’s general elections ended Tuesday amid accusa- 
tions by the opposition that the government has rigged 
the polls. 


Ballot counting was slated to begin an hour after the polls 
closed 6 p.m. Most results were expected by early 
wednesday. 


At stake are 299 seats in the National Assembly, the 
newly restructured South Korean legislature endowed 
with new powers to check up on the government. 


It was the first nationwide test of confidence for Presi- 
dent No Tae-u, who won the presidential election last 
December against a split opposition. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party was expected to 
hold onto the position as the No. | Party in the Assem- 
bly, leaving the size of its majority the focal point of the 
race. 
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The opposition, which fought a split campaign as it did 
in last December’s presidential election, was hoping to 
hold its ground and deny a comfortable majority to No’s 


ruling party. 


Balloting, which started at 7:00 a.m., took place amid 
scattered reports of violence and opposition protests of 
vote rigging by the government. 


The opposition charged the government was rigging the 
results of election after a local television station acciden- 
tally broadcast what it called a test run of the election 
result. 


Supporters of the opposition parties staged demonstra- 
tions in southern Cheju Island after the state-controlled 
MBC television said in a test run Friday that a ruling 
party candidate won the local seat by garnering 39.5 
percent of the vote. 


The broadcast took place at around 5 p.m. During 
pattern tests, officials of the station said the broadcast 
was a “technical mistake.” 


Representatives of four opposition parties, in a meeting 
Tuesday said the incident was “evidence” of collusion 
between the government and the TV stations to rig the 
results of the election. 


About 400 opposition activists and students in Cheju 
waged a series of demonstrations that lasted until Tues- 
day morning. 


In Seoul, another 200 students staged a rally at Yonsei 
University protest the MBC broadcast, with some rock- 
throwing students clashing with riot police prior to the 
meeting. 


Authorities said police in Kwangju arrested about 40 
students who showed up at polling stations wearing 
sashes denouncing the ruling DJP. 


The new Assembly has been given enlarged powers 
under the new constitution to investigate the govern- 
ment and serve a full four-year term without the spectre 
of dissolution by the president. 


Opposition Calls for Nullification 
SK2604 103088 Seoul Christian Broadcasting 
System Network in Korean 0930 GMT 26 Apr 88 


{Text] Four opposition parties and an off-stage organi- 
zation have decided to launch a movement to have the 
13th general elections nullified. 


In a meeting held at 1000 this morning at the office of 
the Democratic Coalition Struggling for an Anti-DJP 
General Election located in Samgak-dong, Chung-ku, 
Seoul, representatives of such opposition parties as the 
RDP, the re Party, and the Party of the Masses, 
along with PPD deputy election manager Yi Kil-su, 
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insisted that a plot by the government and the ruling 
party to rig the election had been laid bare as a result of 
the Cheju MBC incident and then agreed to take con- 
certed action to have the election nullified. 


The representatives of the four parties agreed to formally 
and immediately inaugurate a joint committee for mea- 
sures to have the fraudulent election nullified, made up 
of election managers of each party and director-class 
working officials, before the end of today and to take 
concerted action in the future movement to have the 
election nullified. 


Chance of Post-Election ‘Trauma’ Cited 
SK2604045088 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0433 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 26 (YONHAP)—As South Korean 
voters went to the polls Tuesday to elect a new National 
Assembly, concern was widespread in political circles 
that the upcoming legislature will have a tumultuous 
beginning regardless of which side wins—the ruling or 
Opposition camps. 


Massive corruption and violence, which badly marred the 
campaigning, were feared to result in a serious post- 
election trauma and continue to disturb the nations par- 
liamentary politics for some time, political observers said. 


The observers do not rule out the possibility that a 
landslide win by the ruling camp could provoke extreme 
actions from the opposition including a parliamentary 
boycott. Each of the leading opposition parties—the Reu- 
nification Democratic Party (RDP), the Party for Peace 
and Democracy (PPD) and the New Democratic Repub- 
lican Party (NDRP)—have frequently indicated that they 
may take up illegal campaign activities allegedly perpe- 
trated by the ruling party as a key post-election issue. 


The opposition parties have contended that candidates 
of the ruling Democratic Justice Party have engaged in 
massive vote-buying and that government officials have 
meddled in the campaigning. 


The oppositions criticism was highlighted by an incident 
involving a DJP candidate in Andong, North Kyongsang 
Province, in which the candidate and his aides tried 
unsuccessfully to mail envelopes filled with money to his 
constituents in an apparent attempt to buy votes a few 
days before the elections. 


A number of similar cases involving money distribution 
have been reported elsewhere including Mokpo. 


The ruling party, moving quickly, decided to expel 
candidate Kwon Chung-tong from the party to minimize 
the impact the incident may have on its good name, but 
it is generally believed that Kwon’s attempted vote- 
buying has badly stained the credibility of the ruling 
camp, which pledged a fair election throughout the 
campaign period. 
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President No Tae-u Monday renewed his earlier asser- 
tion that the government would take stern measures 
against any illegal campaign activities. Those who vio- 
late laws and destroy democracy (in the course of cam- 
paigning) should be punished by the people and the law 
even if they are elected, he warned. 


The DJP is said to have collected evidence of a variety of 
illegal campaign activities committed by its candidates. 
A ranking party official said the ruling party was consid- 
ering legal action against the candidates involved. 


Daily Decries ‘Vote-Buying’ in Campai 
SK2604023088 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] Open distribution of money for vote-buying pur- 
poses became flagrant among the candidates in Seoul 
and other district constituencies over the week-end in a 
last-ditch effort to muster the votes of uncommitted 


people. 


In an extreme case, a ruling camp candidate in Andong, 
Kyongsangpuk-do, was found trying to send by mail 
some 4,300 envelopes containing 20,000 won in cash 
with notes soliciting support from electors on Sunday. 


The current parliamentary electimn seemed to be giving 
rise to extreme forms of corrupted electioneering on the 
last day of the campaign yesterday. 


Numerous cases of cash distribution predominantly by 
the candidates of the ruling party and some opposition 
parties were reported. 


And campaigners of rival parties were seen clashing 
frequently wielding clubs and iron pipes, over distribu- 
tion of cash or presents. 


At the door steps of apartments in Seoul and major 
cities, large quantities of printed material with contents 
slandering rival candidates had stacked up. 


In Seoul alone, nine electioneers from ruling and oppo- 
sition camps are under probe in connection with propa- 
gating groundless rumors about rival candidates. 


The large number of cash envelopes being sent by 
candidate Kwon Chung-tong of the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party to voters in Andong were found by an 
Opposition party candidates and his campaigners. 


A candidate of the opposition Reunification Democratic 
Party in the area and his 50 campaigners were said to 
have found 4,296 envelopes in a post office in the city. 
They each contained 20,000 won in cash and campaign 
material for Kwon. 


Upon finding the cash envelopes, the opposition candi- 
date immediately filed a suit with the police against 
Kwon. 
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The ruling camp candidate was trying to send the enve- 
lopes with cash and notes wooing support, they said. 


Daily Reviews Campaign Violence 
SK2604032688 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Apr 88 p 3 


{Text} The finale of the month-long parliamentary elec- 
tion campaigning was marred by rampant violence, 
slandering and black propaganda. 


Petrol bombs were thrown at podiums of joint stumping 
rally sites and wooden bars and iron pipes ran wild on 
streets in broad daylight. [sentence as published] 


Leaflets criticising rival candidates were distributed on 
streets or delivered to houses of voters. 


At Chungni Middle School in Taegu where a joint 
stumping session by candidates of Taegu So-Kap elec- 
toral district was held Sunday, an incendiary bottle was 
hurled, along with a shower of stones and empty bottles, 
at Chong Ho-yong, candidate of the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party, at around 4 p.m. when he took the podium 
to deliver a speech. 


Chong, undisturbed, continued his speech for 15 min- 
utes surrounded by his bodyguards, braving fitful salvos 
of flying objects aimed at the podium. 


At the joint stumping rally site of Taegu So-Ul electoral 
district Sunday, two petrol bombs were thrown at the 
podium while Yi Chong-sop, candidate of the Korea 
National Party, was delivering a speech. Due to the 
violence, the speech was interrupted for five minutes. 


In Pusan, about 20 supporters of DJP candidate Chang 
Sung-man beat with clubs five campaigners of rival party 
candidate Mun Chong-su on the street in front of Mun’s 
office in Kupo |-dong at around 2 p.m. Sunday. The five 
campaigners of the Reunification Democratic Party 
were seriously injured. 


The opposition party campaigners were denouncing a 
“gift offensive” by the DJP candidate through loud- 
speakers at the time of the attack. 


Earlier, Mun’s campaigners witnessed thirty boxes of 
soap being loaded onto a pickup truck by DJP supporter 
in the street in front of Chang’s office. They managed to 
seize the pickup truck and displayed it in front of their 
office as evidence of Chang’s illicit campaign. 


The DJP supporters also destroyed Mun’s Royale sedan 
and two Besta vans. 


Elsewhere in the southern port city, three youths appar- 
ently in their 20s attacked the office of Yi Sang-hui, DJP 
candidate of Pusanjin Kap electoral district, with petrol 
bombs at around 9 a.m. Sunday. The ceiling of the office 
was partially burnt by the subsequent fire. 
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RDP Head Urges People’s Election Watch 
SK2604030488 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Kim Myong-yun, acting president of the opposi- 
tion Reunification Democratic Party, called for surveil- 
lance by the people to prevent election frauds and rigging 
by the ruling party on the eve of the general elections 
today. 


The acting RDP president claimed that campaigners for 
ruling party candidates were committing violent acts 
against opposition candidates and campaigners to foil 
their attempts to prevent illegal campaigning. 


‘““Gangsters mobilized by the government party wielded 
steel pipes and wooden poles against our party members, 
leaving dozens seriously injured over the weekend,” Kim 
said. 


Kim went on, “The barbarous acts by the ruling party 
were sO rampant that we can’t tell the just from the 
unlawfu.” 


He urged the electorate not to “sell your vots to the 
government party candidates for some money or a pair 
of shoes.” 


Charges ‘Illegal Campaigning’ 
SK2604023788 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
26 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] The Reunification Democratic Party accused 
President No Tae-u and Minister of Home Affairs Yi 
Sang-hui yesterday of illegally campaigning for ruling 
party parliamentary candidates. 


The accusation against No highlighted the party’s all-out 
offensive against the government and its party on the eve 
of election day. 


It said in a statement that No violated the parliamentary 
election law by making development promises in public 
before residents of the Kwanak B district of Seoul in 
support of ruling party candidate Kim Chong-in. 


The party also accused Minister Yi of implicitly encour- 
aging government officials and the police to campaign 
for candidates of the Democratic Justice Party. 


Secretary-general Pak Chong-yol visited Yi to protest 
violence in Chongno Sunday in which some 30 RDP 
campaigners for their acting president Kim Myong-yun 
were beaten and injured. 


The injured included Kim Mu-song, 37, one of the party’s 
candidates for national constituency seats of the Assem- 
bly. He was beaten while protesting violence against RDP 
campaigners who were assaulted by combat policemen 
while putting Kim Myong-yun’s posters on a wall. 
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Acting president Kim told a news conference that vio- 
lence against RDP candidates and campaigners was 
staged in public nationwide, especially in Pusan. 


“The DJP has mobilized political scoundrels to terroize 
RDP candidates and campaigners and scare them into 
giving up supervision of the massive last-minute spend- 
ing spree of DJP candidates,” Kim said. 


Kim urged voters to be wide awake to prevent the DJP 
from stealing their votes by rigging the voting and 
vote-counting process. 


He also called on them to reject money or gifts offered by 
ruling party candidates, alleging that the DJP has already 
distributed an enormous amount of money for each 
candidate to spend on the eve of election day. 


While advising voters not to be deceived by the ruling 
party’s black propaganda against RDP candidates, Kim 
also called on them to go to the polls because their 
abstention would be manipulated into votes for ruling 
party candidates. 


Meanwhile, Kim Yong-sam, former RDP president, 
denounced the ruling party in a press conference in 
Pusan for plotting another “coup d'etat through elec- 
tions.” 


He said that the elections corruption committed by the 
DJP must have been carefully premeditated, given its 
size and nationwide links. 


“Mailing of various kinds of propaganda material to 
voters indicates that the DJP had set up an evil plan to 
win the elections through corruption,” Kim said. 


He appealed to voters to choose wisely, saying that it is 
neither opposition parties nor the press but the voters 
themselves who can frustrate the DJP’s wicked plot to 
secure two thirds of the total elected seats. 


RDP Fears Loss of Major Opposition Status 
§K2604022088 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] A sense of crisis is mounting in the opposition 
Reunification Democratic Party from the fear that it 
may lose the status of the major opposition party to its 
opposition rival Party for Peace and Democracy. 


Through senior RDP election strategists expressed con- 
fidence of winning in more than 50 local districts, some 
members said that it would be difficult for the RDP to 
earn more than 40 seats from local constituencies. 


RDP election watchers claimed that the ruling party has 
focused its propaganda and “monetary offensive” 
against promising RDP candidates. 
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By comparison, the opposition PPD is certain to sweep 
its power base in Cholla provinces, RDP analysts said. 


A senior member at the RDP campaign center said that 
10 RDP candidates are certain to be elected in Seoul and 
some 15 are waging an even battle against their ruling 
and opposition counterparts. 


Observers, however, foresaw that it would be impossible 
for the RDP to win in more than 15 districts out of total 
of 42 in Seoul. 


In Pusan, the powerhouse of the RDP, it will be unable 
to win more than 12 seats out of a total of 15 and eight 
in nearby Kyongsangnam-do province. 


In Kyongsangpuk-do province and Taegu city, the RDP 
is expected to win in just five to seven districts as the 
ruling party enjoy overwhelming support from the elec- 
torate in the home province of President No Tae-u. 


Observers said that the RDP may face a humiliating 
defeat in the port city of Inchon, Kwangwon-do, and 
Chungchongpuk-do, with none of its candidate being 
elected in those neutral areas. 


The only RDP candidate certain to be elected in the 
Chungchongnam-do province is Song Chon-yong in the 
East-B district of Taejon city, though senior RDP mem- 
bers Kim Tae-yong and Hwang Myong-su are struggling 
to turn the tide in their districts. 


Choe Ki-sun, former aide to leader Kim Yong-sam, in 
the South district of Puchon city, is the only promising 
RDP candidate for election in Kyonggi-do while the 
other 20 candidates face certain defeat. 


Kim Tae-chung Urges Fair Elections 
SK2604032488 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
26 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Opposition leader Kim Tae-chung yesterday 
called for fair voting and counting in connection with 
today’s parliamentary election. 


The former president of the Party for Peace and Democ- 
racy said today’s election would be a test to see whether 
the government led by President No Tae-u truly has a 
will to implement democracy. 


“But it seems that the No government is not different 
from the previous regime, as it mobilizes civil servants 
(for election rigging) and distributes a huge amount of 
gifts and money,” said Kim at a press meeting at the 
PPD headquarters. 


“The government must be fair at least in the voting and 
counting process,” Kim said. 
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For that, Kim demanded that President No urge through 
mass media the government officials and the election 
management committees to remain neutral, and the 
ruling party candidates to stop distributing gifts and 
money to buy votes. 


Kim also asked the people to appeal for a non-violent 
struggle to deter rigging and violence in the election. 


Referring to President No’s visit to two local chapters of 
the ruling Democratic Justice Party at the weekend, Kim 
denounced it “as good as the President himself cam- 
paigns for the DJP candidates.” 


He also called for fair process in absentee voting, saying, 
““We have no choice but to assume a critical attitude to 
the military if it does not give up unfairness in the 
matter.” 


Meanwhile, the PPD held a mass rally Sunday at Yoido 
in Seoul, with the attendance of some 200,000 luppor- 
ters. On the last day of campaigning yesterday, Kim 
stumped in eight places in Seoul and one in Kyonggi-do 
to solicit popular support for the PPD. 


PPD officials predicted their party would win at least 73 
of the nation’s 224 constituencies, but political analysts 
put the number at slightly over 30. 


Warns of ‘Instability’ 
SK2604021688 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Kim Tae-chung warned yesterday there will be 
political instability even before the Seoul Olympics if the 
ruling camp seeks to sweep the parliamentary seats 
through fraud at the polling and vote counting stations 
today. 


“If the polling and vote counting procedures are viewed 
as h fraudulent, many dissidents and the people will take 
to the streets, believing that they cannot realize democ- 
racy through election and that there will be no politics in 
Korea,” Kim said yesterday in a press conference. 


He revealed that he and his Party for Peace and Democ- 
racy is under mounting pressure to take the struggle 
outside the institutional political forum as the governing 
camp is bent on winning the general elections through 
violence, abuses and irregularities. 


“I have restrained them from going to the extreme until 
now but if the governing party wins control of the 
parliament seats via irregularities and vote-buying, the 
frustrated dissidents and the disgruntled public will take 
a grave decision,” the de factor leader of the PPD said. 


He expressed the hope that all pending matters will be 
settled within the institutional political forum through 
fair elections today. 
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He asserted that the 18-day legislative campaign was 
marred by violence, slanders and vote-buying by the 
ruling camp and said the balloting and the vote counting 
today will test whether the No Tae-u government has the 
willingness to implement democracy. 


He called on President No Tae-u to instruct all govern- 
ment employees to remain neutral in today’s elections. 


The Chief texecutive was criticized for visiting two 
electoral districts in Seoul Sunday alone apparently 
aiming at helping ruling camp candidates win the legis- 
lative contest. 


Pak Yong-suk, acting president of the Party for Peace 
and Democracy, said the PPD will join hands with all 
democratic opposition parties and dissident organiza- 
tions in foiling the ruling camp’s attempt to commit 
abuses at the polling and vote counting stations today. 


She urged the Central Election Management Committee, 
and all government employees and chiefs of the lowest 
administratives units, called “pan and tong” to stay 
neutral in the general elections. 


On Sunday, the PPD held a massive rally on the Yoido 
Plaza where Kim said there should be a presidential 
election again next year as the past election was marred 
by irregularities and a computer manipulation. 


Kim Chong-pil Requests Voters’ 
SK2604030688 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
26 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Kim Chong-pil, president of the minor opposition 

New Democratic Republican Party (NDRP), appealed to 
people to support his candidates to help his party 
become the largest opposition party capable of laying a 
political groundwork for the realization of democracy in 
the new National Assembly. 


“My party will be able to do a better job of checking the 
powerful ruling party than the two other major opposi- 
tion parties—RDP and PPD, he said in a press confer- 
ence yesterday. 


Kim Tae-chung left the main opposition Reunification 
Democratic Party headed by Kim Yong-sam and formed 
his own party to run in the December presidential 
election. 


Kim said that he felt a sense of mission over what he 
claimed is mounting public opinion that the NDRP 
should become the largest opposition party. 


“Without repenting corrupted electioneering in the 
December presidential election, the ruling party has 
repeated illegal stumping activities in the parliamentary 
elections,” Kim said. 
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He charged that the ruling Democratic Justice Party has 
mobilized all administrative power ranging from minis- 
ters to low administrative officials to help its candidates 
win the elections. 


Kim called on the government and the DJP to immedi- 
ately stop the mobilization of bureaucratic power and 
illegal electioneering. 


He appealed to voters to stand against political violence 
and financial temptation offered by DJP candidates to 
ensure a fair election. 


Kim emphasized that his party will make all-out efforts 
to abolish or amend antidemocratic laws and other laws 
blamed for violating human rights. 


He went on to say that his party will also do its best to 
clarify the Saemaul scandals and many other wrongdo- 
ings committed during the Fifth Republic in the 
National Assembly. 


NDRP President Urges Fair Elections 
SK2604014088 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Kim Chong-pil, president of the New Democratic 
Republican Party, [NDRP] yesterday visited the three 
other parties to call for joint efforts to ensure fair 
elections. 


Kim met acting PPD president Pak Yong-suk at the PPD 
head office and exchanged views on ways of forming a 
pan-opposition alliance against the ruling camp in the 
new National Assembly. 


The former prime minister under the late president Pak 
Chong-hui also visited the head office of the Reunifica- 
tion Democratic Party where he met acting RDP presi- 
dent Kim Myong-yun. 


Sim Myong-po, secretary general of the ruling Demo- 
cratic Justice Party greeted the NDRP president when he 
visited the headquarters of the governing party. 


UNC Informs North of End of ‘Team Spirit-88’ 
SK2604090088 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0845 GMT 26 Apr 88 


{Text} Seoul, April 26 (YONHAP)—The United Nations 
Command (UNC) has informed North Korea that the 
1988 South Korean-U.S. Team Spirit military exercise 
has concluded. 


Rear Adm. William T. Pendley, senior member of the 
UNC, made the notification by letter Tuesday. 


He said the UNC had given North Korea prior notifica- 
tion that Team Spirit ‘88 would be conducted for 
approximately two weeks beginning in March. Pendley 
pointed out that the South Korean Government had also 
invited North Korea to observe the exercise and see that 
it poses no threat to the North and that it does not 
heighten tensions on the Korean peninsula. 
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Pendley said, the purpose of this letter is to officially bases. He said North Korea’s refusal to accept the 
inform you that our annual defensive exercise Team invitation and observe this year’s exercise, the |3th ina 
Spirit has, again, been concluded successfully without series, was unfortunate... you could see first hand that it 
incident and exercise units are redeploying to their home was purely of a defensive nature. 
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Burma 


Commission Report on Student Unrest Delayed 
BK260145 Rangoon WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY 
in English 9 Apr 88 p 8 


[Text] Rangoon, 8 April—The Council of State of the 
Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma today issued 
Notification No. 50/88 in connection with extending the 
date for the Enquiry Commission, which was formed for 
investigating into the clash between some students of the 
Rangoon Institute of Technology and some residents 
from Gyogon West Ward, to submit a report. 


According to the notification, the Enquiry Commission 
formed by the Council of State was to investigate into the 
clash between some students of the Rangoon Institute of 
Technology and some residents from Gyogon West Ward 
and submit a report on it not later than 17 April 1988. 


The notification also mentions that “in order to give 
ample time for the Commission to complete its investi- 
gative work, the date for the commission to submit its 
report has been extended to 17 May 1988.” 


Bangladesh President, Entourage Arrive 26 Apr 
BK260732 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
0630 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] Mr Hussain Mohammad Ershad, president of 
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, his wife, and mem- 
bers of his entourage arrived in Rangoon by a special 
plane this morning on a goodwill visit at the invitation of 
U San Yu, president and chairman of the Socialist 
Republic of the Union of Burma. 


Bangladesh President Hussain Mohammad Ershad, his 
wife, and members of his delegation were welcomed at 
Rangoon Airport by U San Yu, president and chairman 
of the State Council of the Socialist Republic of the 
Union of Burma, and his wife; U Aye Ko, vice president 
and vice chairman of the State Council, and his wife; U 
Sein Lwin, secretary of the State Council, and his wife; U 
Ba Thaw, member of the State Council, and his wife; U 
Maung Maung Kha, prime minister; U Ye Gaung, for- 
eign minister, and his wife; U Min Gaung, minister of 
home and religious affairs, and his wife; foreign ambas- 
sadors and their wives, led by Mr Thongchan Chotika- 
sathian, dean of the diplomatic corps in Burma and Thai 
ambassador to Burma; U Soe Myint, Burmese ambassa- 
dor to the People’s Republic of Bangladesh; Mr Enaye- 
tullah Khan, Bangladesh ambassador to Burma, and his 
wife; and senior diplomatic officials stationed in 
Rangoon. [passage omitted] 
Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Court Rejects Attempt To Revive ‘Old UMNO’ 
BK260839 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0525 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, April 26 (BERNAMA)—The 
High Court here Tuesday [26 April] dismissed an appli- 
cation by a former member of UMNO (United Malays 
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National Organisation, the major partner in the National 
Front coalition government) for leave to apply for an 
order directing Prime Minister and Home Affairs Min- 
ister Dr Mahathir Mohamed to decide on his appeal 
against the deregistration of the party. 


Justice Anwar Zainal Abidin made the order after Yeoh 
Poh San, counsel for Mohamed Zainal Abidin Abdul 
Mutalib, told the court that his client was withdrawing 
the application because the home affairs minister had 
rejected the appeal to revive the old UMNO. 


Justice Anwar did not make any order on costs. 


Yeoh said his client received the letter rejecting the 
appeal two days after he filed the application. The letter 
was dated April 19. 


In his application, Mohamed Zainal Abidin also wanted 
the High Court to stay the execution of the decision of 
the Registrar of Socicties cancelling the registration of 
the old UMNO on Feb 12, pending the outcome of his 
application. 


In his statement of claim, among other things, he said the 
home affairs minister had failed and/or refused to hear 
and determine according to law the appeal which he had 
lodged on March | and had also failed to act judicially in 
the determination of the appeal within a reasonable time. 


Daily Hails White Paper on October Incident 
BK211125 Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 
25 Mar 88 p 10 


{Editorial: “Don’t Let Tension Destroy the Nation”) 


(Text] The full story behind the arrest and detention of 
106 persons under the Internal Security Act last October 
has been clarified to the people through the white paper 
presented in the Parliament yesterday. According to the 
document, the action of some politicians and a certain 
group of activists who exploited sensitive issues that 
agitated racial sentiments, even when the government 
showed a tolerant attitude, ended in arrest and deten- 
tion. The government took this action because it did not 
want to see bloodshed and a large-scale riot that could 
threaten national stability and security. 


The white paper said sensitive issues were purposely 
blown out of proportion until racial tension came to a 
head. Numerous unlawful assemblies were held to 
exploit those issues, in addition to malicious criticisms 
and unfounded accusations based on racial sentiments. 
The exposure by the document makes us think very 
carefully about the developments that were considered a 
threat to national stability and security. No one can deny 
that exploiting sensitive issues and beating the war drum 
can agitate anger and create apprehension in this 
country’s multiracial community. It is easy to intensify 
anger, much easier than to eradicate feelings of suspicion 
and apprehension that can destroy a nation. 
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The clarifications in the white paper should make us 
realize that racial and religious differences should not be 
turned into an issue in any debate, whether as a joke or 
otherwise. In our society, the exploitation of sensitive 
issues has been frequently practiced as a base of influ- 
ence, especially among politicians. Political friction was 
one of the major causes of the unfortunate incident 19 
years ago. The scar from the wound still remains, and 
this can only be removed through a new remedial for- 
mula. Major racial friction nearly broke loose last Octo- 
ber. Only through the government's stringent action was 
another imminent disaster quelled. 


There are several questions that are closely correlated and 
need to be answered concerning exploitation of sensitive 
issues, as exposed in the white paper. We are anxious to 
know whether those people and groups involved in agitat- 
ing racial tension at the end of last year have realized how 
disastrous their action was? Did they realize that their 
wanton act, which exceeded the norm of criticism, created 
a very tense situation? Will they stop here, or will they 
find new causes to recreate such issues again? Is it not true 
that by agitating anger, jealousy, and hatred they destroy 
the confidence of the multiracial society? Are they willing 
to gamble the current national stability and security for 
chaos and bloodshed? 


We want to know the objective of their loyal struggle or 
where they obtained the license to bring up issues that 
can split the multiracial community. 


It is sufficient that the clarification in Parliament yester- 
day should create awareness among the multiracial com- 
munity who cherish this country. There is no more time 
for quarrels and accusations. All these have now passed. 
The energy and the brainpower that polluted the situa- 
tion in the community last year need to be properly 
channeled toward building a strong, loyal, and united 
society. We want to see Malay, Chinese, Indian, and the 
other races’ children live in peace and solidarity without 
any apprehension. We also want to see a multiracial 
society guided toward everlasting understanding and 
harmonious life. Rebukes, accusations, and lies must 
immediately end. Leaders must be willing to be shining 
examples if they want the desired solidarity. It is useless 
for our leaders to call loudly for national development 
and increased productivity if the people are not united. 


Ministers Discuss Vietnamese Refugee 
BK251235 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1052 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, April 25 (OANA/BERNAMA)— 
Deputy Prime Minister Ghafar Baba Monday [25 April] 
chaired a meeting among several ministries to discuss 
the government’s move to close down the Vietnamese 
refugees transit camp in Pulau Bidong, off the east coast 
peninsular Malaysian State of Terengganu. 
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Officials said those who attended the one-hour meeting 
were Foreign Minister Abu Hassan Omar, Defense Min- 
ister Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen, and officials of the 
Foreign and Home Ministries and the Task Force VII of 
the Prime Minister’s Department. 


No details were available. 


Last week, Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department 
Dr Yusuf Noor said that talks would be held with 
Vietnam, third countries, and the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees on the resettling o the illegal 
immigrants and that a year after that the camp would be 
closed down. 


Yesterday, Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamed said 
Malaysia would seek an alternative plan for the refugees 
before going ahead with the move to close down the 
camp. 


Commentary Backs Camp Closure 
BK25 1039 Kuala Lumpur International 
Service in English 0800 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The Malaysian Governinent’s announcement on 
its decision to close the Pulau Bidong—or Bidong 
Island—refugee settlement camp will be received with 
understanding by all right-thinking people. The presence 
of this facility has been staging an incentive to many 
Vietnamese citizens to leave their country. But what 
Ought to be an international concern has, unfortunately, 
over the years become a purely regional matter. Thailand 
and Malaysia, because of their geographical proximity to 
Vietnam and the South China Sea, have had to bear the 
brunt of this complex problem. Doubtless, the camps are 
meant to be transit centers, but the time lag between 
arrival and departure for permanent residence or perma- 
nent settlement in third countries is very unsatisfactory. 
It is a fact that as the economic situation worsens in 
Vietnam, the exodus of boat people increases steadily. 
Thailand, very recently, began adopting a policy of 
turning boatloads of refugees away from its shores. 


Malaysia is pressing the United Nations High Commis- 
sion for Refugees to commence negotiations with the 
Government of Vietnam and the third countries to 
resolve this problem. There are countries like the United 
States, Australia, Canada, and several others that 
because of their affluence and immigration policy can 
easily assimilate many [words indistinct] refugees. Of 
course, Vietnam for its part must ensure that there is an 
orderly departure system firmly enforced, in place of the 
present rather disorderly exodus. Perhaps if a serious 
economic reconstruction and development program 
were to be launched in Vietnam there would not be such 
a widespread desire to leave the country. It is a percep- 
tion of a bleak economic future that provides the: urge to 
leave one’s own country for a new life in a faraway place. 
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During the recent visit to Malaysia by the Vietnamese 
vice foreign minister, frank views on the boat people 
problem were addressed to him by Malaysian ministers 
and officials. It is to be hoped that the Vietnamese 
Government will pursue this matter and start a new 
policy. Vietnam ought to emulate the example set by its 
great mentor and friend, the Soviet Union. Priority has 
been given to economic goals even at (?the expense) of 
sheer power politics and foreign adventures, such as the 
occupation of Afghanistan. 


The Malaysian Government and its ASEAN partners 
view Kampuchea as a cue to stability in this part of the 
world. The Malaysian foreign minister, Datuk Abu Has- 
san, has called on Laos to take a more active part in 
helping to resolve the Kampuchean problem. This was 
communicated to the visiting Laotian vice foreign min- 
ister in Kuala Lumpur last week. 


Malaysia has pledged technical assistance to Laos. There 
is no reason why Vietnam should not (hope) to qualify 
for such assistance from Malaysia and other well-wishers 
in the international community. But Vietnam must leave 
Kampuchea to its own people and concentrate on 
rebuilding its own economy. Only then will the refugee 
flow come to an end. 


Commentary Views {RV-PRC Spratlys Dispute 
BK221448 Kuala Lumpur International 
Service in English 0800 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] All of a sudden, the whole world has become 
aware of the Spratly Islands. They are an entire group of 
little islands in the South China Sea region. The area is 
known to have rich resources of oil and natural gas. At 
the same time, it is located right in the center of several 
important shipping routes. These riches have sparked off 
intense rival claims to territorial sovereignty over vari- 
ous parts of the Spratly Islands. 


What is a matter of concern to Malaysia and all peace- 
loving countries of Southeast Asia and the Pacific region 
is that China and Vietnam have come to blows on this 
territorial dispute. Relations between the two countries 
have been strained for several years. China is bitterly 
opposed to the Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea. 
Vietnam, for its part, cannot forgive China for providing 
massive moral and military support to the Pol Pot 
faction in the tripartite anti- Vietnamese movement. 


The Vietnamese perception of China is that the super- 
power is an arrogant and domineering neighbor. This 
perception also accounts for Vietnam's ciose and cordial 
relations with the Soviet Union and India. Both countries 
have not enjoyed particularly good relations with China. 


Malaysia has officially made known its stand on the 
Spratly Islands dispute. The Malaysian deputy foreign 
minister, Dr Abdullah Fadzil Che Wan, announced the 
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Malaysian policy during the Vietnamese vice foreign 
minister's visit to Malaysia last week. Malaysia agreed 
that the Spratly Islands issue involved interests not 
merely of China and Vietnam, but of others as well. 
(Word indistinct] therefore, this problem ought to be 
resolved not through a resort to arms and skirmishes, but 
through serious dialogues. The claims of different coun- 
tries or parties, as they can also be called, can be 
examined according to the principles of international 
law. After all, there is a World Court in existence for such 
purposes. Such an would be in harmony with 
the principles of the United Nations Charter, too. 


Malaysia, as the deputy foreign minister explained clearly, 
claimed certain islands in the Spratly group according to 
the accepted concept of the continental shelf. It is where 
the claims overlapped that there is a need for settlement 
through negotiations or other peaceful modalities. 


The visiting Vietnamese Government delegation as a 
result obtained a firsthand perception of Malaysia’s 
attitude toward a number of vital regional and interna- 
tional issucs. They ranged from the refugee problem to 
the Kampuchean crisis. 


It is interesting to note that the vice foreign minister of 
Laos was also in Malaysia this week on an official visit. 
This is clear proof of Malaysia’s readiness to open and 
preserve links of goodwill, of trade, and culture with all 
its neighbors. Through such outreach policies, Malaysia 
obtains a realistic view of all political and economic 
ideologies. All this will be of assistance to Malaysia 
when, hopefully, it will become a member of the UN 
Security Council. 


Trade With Philippines 


Malaysia's trade volume with the Philippines increased 
by about 183 million ringgit to 967.9 million ringgit in 
1987, representing an 18.9 percent increase over 1986. 
Releasing the figures, the Trade Office of the Malaysian 
Embassy in Manila noted that Malaysia recorded a trade 
surplus amounting to 421.8 million ringgit in 1987, 
compared to 264.9 million ringgit in 1986. [Summary] 
|BK241350 Kuala Lumpur RTM Television Network | in 
Malay 1200 GMT 24 Apr 88] 


Cambodia 


Leaders Greet Afghan Revolution Anniversary 
BK251220 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1127 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK April 25—Kampx chean party 
and state leaders have sent warm greetings to their 
Afghan counterparts on the 10th anniversary of the 


Afghan people's April Revolution. 


FBiS-EAS-88-080 
26 April 1988 


The joint message signed by Heng Samrin, general 


puchea Central Committee and president of the State 
Council, and Hun Sen, Politburo member of the KPRP 
CC and chairman of the Council of Ministers, was 


and Sultan ‘Ali Keshtmand, 
chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of 
Afghanistan. 


The message says: “Over the past 10 years, under the 
clear-sighted leadership of the People’s Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan, the fraternal heroic people of 
Afghanistan have carried out an arduous struggle full of 
sacrifices, winning glorious success in defending the 
gains of the April Revolution, namely national indepen- 
dence, sovereignty and territorial integrity. 


“We would like to express our saiisfaction at the peace 
agreement signed on April 14, 1988 in Geneva. This 
historic agreement is a great contribution to safeguarding 
peace in the region and the world over. 


“Once again we would like to express great joy at the 
constant consolidation and development of the friend- 
ship and solidarity between Kampuchea and Afghani- 
stan in the spirit of the treaty of friendship and cooper- 
ation reached between the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea and the Republic of Afghanistan on 31 
December, 1987. 


““Availing ourselves of this opportunity we would like to 
wish you success in your highly responsible noble task 
and the Afghan people happiness.” 


Hun Sen, in the name of the Kampuchean (?Foreign 
Ministry), has greeted his Afghan counterpart Abdul 
Wakil on this occasion. 


Central Conunittee Sends Condolences to PLO 
BK250917 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0427 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


— Phnom Penh, 25 Apr (SPK)}—The KPRP Central 

Committee sent a message to the PLO office 
on the demise of Abu Jihad [Khalil al-Wazir], deputy 
commander in chief of the Palestinian Revolutionary 
Forces. 


The message said: 


“The KPRP Central Committee is distressed by the news 
of the death of Comrade Abu Jihad, an eminent, heroic 
PLO militant who was cowardly assassinated by the 
terrorists. 


“We are extremely afflicted by the loss of the Palestinian 
people’s heroic combatant, a militant friend of the 
Cambodian people. 
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“The Cambodian party and peuple offer their condo- 
lences to the PLO, the Palestinian people, and the 


BK250925 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Statement by Colonel Somphon Chunhanan of Thai- 
land’s Burapha force, date and place not given— 
recorded] 


{Text} During the period under review [not further 
specified], the Vietnamese and the Heng Samrin forces 
continue drastic suppression of the patriotic forces. They 
shifted emphasis to operations in the interior of the 
country, moved part of the Vietnamese forces to the 
interior, and assigned border responsibilities to the Heng 
Samrin troops. In addition, they continued to use pro- 
paganda to persuade the people to cooperate with them 
and stop supporting the patriotic forces. 


The CGDK side continued to launch guerrilla opera- 
tions, attacking bases and supply routes of the Vietnam- 
ese and the Heng Samrin forces. They also mobilized 
forces to occasionally attack the bases of the Vietnamese 
and the Heng Samrin forces. 


At present, the Vietnamese forces have concentrated 
their operations in the interior of the country, causing 
the patriotic forces—who are active in that part of the 
country—to face more difficulties in their operations 
and suffer more casualties. As a result, the pairiotic 
forces have had io adjust their plans by increasing their 
operations along the border. 


Thai incursions, Rebel Activities Reported 
BK231308 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1155 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK April 23—In the week ended 
on April 8, Thai aircraft of the L-19, F-5 types and 
helicopters made 8 reconna‘ssance flights over Kampu- 
chean-Lao-Thai border intersection, (Preah Vihear 
Province), Hill 581, Ampil and Rumduol (Siem Reap- 
Oddar Meanchey Province), and Poipet and Malai (Ban- 

teay Meanchey Province) from 2 to 10 km inside Kam- 
sultedn territory. 


On land, Thai gunners shelled some 5,000 mortar and 
artillery rounds a day on Kampuchean border areas 
including Hill 581 (Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey), Hills 
971 and 611 (Pursat) and Hills 564, 509 and 453 
(Battambang Province). 


In the meantime, Kampuchean border-guards, in close 
cooperation with Vietnamese army volunteers, repelled 
several groups of Khmer reactionaries who were sneaking 
into Kampuchea from Thailand for sabotage and pillage 
activities, putting out of action 183 of them, including 69 
kilied, 39 captured and 75 forced to surrender. 
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They also seized 29 assorted guns, 294 mines, 20 hand 
grenades and other war materials. 


DK Army Attacks 2 SRV Trains; 12 Killed 

BK2601 12 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 

of oy ig Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
Apr 


[Text] On 16 April, a Vietnamese train moving from 
Phnom Penh to Pursat was derailed in a mine attack by 
our DK National Army when it reached an area between 
Krang Skea and Slat station in Toek Phos District on 
Kompong Chhnang battlefield. We killed seven Viet- 
namese soldiers and wounded four others and destroyed 
a locomotive, five train cars, a 12.8-mm gun, a B-40, an 
M-79, five AK’s, and some materiel. 


On 18 April, a Vietnamese train moving from Moung to 
Battambang ran over our mines and was ambushed by 
our National Army at an area west of Kbal Say bridge in 
Moung District. We killed five Vietnamese soldiers and 
wounded six others and destroyed a locomotive, a train 
car, a 12.8-mm gun, a Goryunov gun, four AK’s, and 
some materiel. 


VODK Denies Food Outcry by PRK 
BK220519 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Station commentary: “Since the Vietnamese Aggressor 
Troops in Cambodia Are Seriously Starving, the Hanoi 
Authorities Have Ordered the Vietnamese Puppets in 
Phnom Penh To Again Sound an Alarm About Food 
Shortages in Cambodia”] 


[Text] Recently, Vietnam ordered its puppets in Phnom 
Penh to sound an alarm about another food shortage in 
Cambodia. They said that this year the Cambodian people 
have suffered a serious food shortage and need 156,000 
metric tons of rice. Such an emergency call clearly attests 
to the fact that the Vietnamese aggressor troops in Cam- 
bodia are suffering from serious starvation. 


In the current 10th dry season, the National Army of 
Democratic Kampuchea has more successfully carried 
out offensives —_— the Vietnamese enemy in accor- 
dance with our five-attack tactics, particularly the attack 
against two or three villages simultaneously, thus cutting 
off the Vietnamese enemy from a large part of its 
supplies in vi and communes. Meanwhile, the 
Cambodian throughout the country have jointly 
attacked the Vietnamese enemy in accordance with their 
“three don’ts” weapon, including measures to hide and 
protect their rice from being stolen by the Vietnamese 
enemy. This has caused a more serious shortage of food 
for the 140,000 Vietnamese troops in Cambo- 


aggressor 
dia, who have suffered starvation and food shortages for 
many of the past years. This is why the Hanoi authorities 
have ordered their puppets in Phnom Penh to sound an 
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alarm about food shortages in Cambodia, in order to ask 
for more international aid to alleviate the starvation of 
the Vietnamese aggressor troops in Cambodia. 


Yet, no one is alarmed by the Vietnamese puppets’ 
clamor, because everyone is well aware of the Vietna- 
mese’s deceitful logic. Even officials of the international 
humanitarian aid organizations who frequently visit 
Phnom Penh and who are kind to the Cambodian people 
have exposed this emergency alarm by the Phnom Penh 
puppets. They said that food shortages for the Cambo- 
dian people have become an ordinary issue and that the 
Vietnamese puppets’ outcry was just exaggeration in an 
attempt to get more international aid. 


This opinion is quite correct. Since the Vietnamese 
invasion of Cambodia, the Cambodian people have 
never had sufficient food supplies and many of them 
have even starved to death. The Vietnamese enemy 
aggressors have never paid attention to the starvation 
suffered by the Cambodian people. On the contrary, they 
have continued to rob and steal the meager rice pro- 
duced by the Cambodian people; steal their farm ani- 
mals; destroy their farm tools; plant mines and bombs in 
rice fields; contain the Cambodian people in strategic 
villages; and recruit them to work under the K-5 plan to 
prevent them from farming to earn their living. All of 
this is an attempt to starve the Cambodian people to 
death in accordance with the Vietnamese policy of 
genocide in Cambodia. 


The Vi-tnamese have never cared about the Cambodian 
people’s starvation. All of these criminal acts by the 
Vietnamese enemy aggressors are behind the food short- 
ages and the starvation of the Cambodian people. 


Therefore, we appeal to the international community 
and various international humanitarian aid organiza- 
tions not to provide aid to the Cambodian people 
through the Vietnamese puppets in Phnom Penh. This is 
because, through them, the aid will certainly fall into the 
hands of the Vietnamese aggressor troops in Cambodia, 
thus strengthening and enabling them to carry on their 
aggression and occupation of Cambodia, and to sow 
more devastation, misery, and starvation among the 
Cambodian people for a longer period of time. 


We also call on them to join with the Cambodian peopie 
in starving the Vietnamese r troops in Cambo- 
dia even more seriously, to the point that they can no 
longer tolerate it and are compelled to leave Cambodia. 


Oniy with all the Vietnamese aggressor troops leaving 
Cambodia will the Cambodian people’s starvation be 
permanently solved, and only then will Cambodia as well 
as the entire Southeast Asian and Pacific region enjoy 
long-lasting peace and stability. 


26 April 1988 


Soviet Science Committee Visit 


Phnom Penh, 25 Apr (SPK)—A delegation of the State 
Committee for Science and Technology, led by Aleksey 
Sidorov, paid a visit to Cambodia from 20 to 22 April. 
During its stay, the Soviet delegation attended a meeting 
and an exhibition of books and photos organized by the 
PRK-USSR Friendship Association to mark the great 
Lenin’s 118th birthday. The delegation also gave a 
lecture on USSR science and technology at the Soviet 
Cultural Center in Phnom Penh. [Text] [BK250959 
Phnom Penh SPK in French 0424 GMT 25 Apr 88} 


CSSR Trade Union Gift 


Phnom Penh SPK April 22—The Central Council of 
Trade Unions of Czechoslovakia has presented its Kam- 
puchean counterpart with 5.3 [metric] tons of goods 
including 1,000 pairs of leather boots, 1,000 plastic 
boots, 1,000 leather gloves and other commodities. The 
consignment was handed at a ceremony held in Phnom 
Penh this morning over to President of the Kampuchea 
Federation of Trade Unions Mat Ly by Petr Janecek, 
Czechoslovak ambassador to Kampuchea. [Excerpt] 
[BK221334 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1115 GMT 22 


Apr 88] 
SRV Cultural Delegation Departs 


Phnom Penh, 23 April (SPK)—An SRV cultural delega- 
tion, led by Minister Tran Van Phac, left Phnom Penh 
on Thursday [21 April] after concluding its week-long 
visit to Cambodia. Chheng Phon, alternate member of 
KPRP Central Committee and Cambodian minister of 
culture and information, and SRV Ambassador to Cam- 
bodia Ngo Dien saw off the delegation. During its stay, 
the delegation was received by Hun Sen, member of the 
party Central Committee Political Bureau and chairman 
of the Council of Ministers. It also had a meeting with 
Chheng Phon. [Text] [BK230713 Phnom Penh SPK in 
French 0421 GMT 23 Apr 88) 


Laos 


Urged for Accords on Afghanistan 
BK260412 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 19 Apr 88 


[Feature: “Support Accords on Afghanistan”’} 


[Text] Respected listeners: The signing of the Geneva 
accords on the political solution to the Afghan issue is 
certainly regarded as a very significant international 
event. As recently noted by Mikhail Gorbachev, leader 
of the Soviet Union, the accords are equally significant 
to the agreement on the elimination of nuclear missiles. 
Regarding this, Afghanistan’s President Najibullah has 
said that the Afghan people will regard 14 April as the 
day of peace. Many politicians believe the accords have 
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created favorable conditions for an end to the root 
causes of tension in the world. Political commentators of 
various countries have also expressed the view that (?any 
accord) that can lead to the settlement of the Afghan 
problem is a most efficient one in the present era. They 
have noted that the accords reflect new political view- 
points. All those involved in the conflicts have shown 
their talents and good intentions, even though they have 
had to accept a compromises. What they have done is to 
make the terms as simple as possible for the interests of 
peace and stability. 


In short, it can be said that the Geneva accords can bring 
about an end to all causes for outside interference in the 
internal affairs of Afghanistan; they can guarantee that 
the Afghan people end the bloodshed in their country 
and proceed to national concord among political forces. 
All these are for the building of their peaceful future. 


The promises made by Afghanistan and Pakistan are also 
very significant. The two countries have promised to 
prevent the use of their territories to carry out hostile 
activities against each other; not to give any assistance or 
support, be it in the form of weapons, money, or terri- 
torial sanctuary, to any rebels or separatists; and not 
allow anyone to train mercenaries, in whatever form it 
may be. The Soviet Union and the United States have 
also pledged to act as guarantors for the implementation 
of the accords by declaring that they will refrain from 
interfering in any way in the internal affairs of Afghan- 
istan and Pakistan, and that they will respect the obliga- 
tions of both Kabul and Islamabad. 


It can be said that the accords cover all activities that 
may arise concerning noninterference in the affairs of 
Afghanistan. The accords will be effective 15 May, when 
the Soviet Union will begin withdrawing its troops from 
Afghanistan. Within the first 90 days, half of the Soviet 
troops will be sent back home; within 9 months, the 
troop withdrawal will be completed. The dispatch of the 
Soviet troops stationed in Afghanistan was in accor- 
dance with the request of the then Afghan Government. 
Now that there is a sufficient guarantee that there will be 
no more outside interference in the internal affairs of 
Afghanistan, those troops will leave Afghanistan with the 
sense that they have fulfilled their obligations. 


A new life is being brought to the Afghan people. 
Favorable conditions have been created for them to 
achieve peace in their territory on the basis of the 
national reconciliation and the gathering of all political 
forces in accordance with the national reconciliation 
policy of the party and Government of Afghanistan. 


This success has resulted from the Geneva accords. Only 
those lacking a spirit of responsibility can see no signif- 
icance of the accords and proceed to encroach upon 
various measures for the settlement of the issue as 
stipulated in the documents. The Geneva accords will 
clearly prove who truly desires to see the Afghan people 
achieve peace and who only renders lip service to 
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Afghanistan while, in actual practice, trying to sabotage 
peace in this country. All those who are sincere in 
helping the Afghan people heal the wounds of war will 
certainly support the Geneva accords. 


The Lao people, like all progressive nations in the world, 
fully support the accords and hope that all parties 
sincerely wishing to see Afghanistan achieve genuine 
peace will exert their efforts to overcome all obstacles on 
the path of translating the Geneva accords into reality. 


Afghan, Cambodian Issues Linked 
BK220531 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Article: “The Problem Concerning Cambodia Is a Sol- 
uble Issue”’] 


[Text] The Cambodian Government has implemented a 
new amnesty policy for members of the opposite side 
who want to lay down their arms and voluntarily partic- 
ipate in national construction with the government. 
Phnom Penh radio stated that those who give themselves 
up to the PRK Government will be granted all civil 


rights. 


Various developments in Cambodia can be compared to 
what has occurred in Afghanistan. This is because in 
Cambodia there are also armed opposition groups— 
fighting the legitimate PRK Government. At the same 
time, current reality has proved that a new politival 
thinking has been adopted and that settlement of any 
problems cannot be achieved through military means, 
because these problems are closely linked to other 
regional problems, both inside and outside Cambodia. 


Adopting a new stand on this issue and taking into 
account the inte: :sts of all parties concerned, the PRK 
Government has decided to implement the national 
reconciliation policy calling on all Cambodian compatri- 
ots who have fled with various unfounded excuses to 
other countries and live in various refugee camps to 
return to their fatherland, stressing that all returnees will 
be accorded all of the rights bestowed upon other Cam- 
bodian citizens. 


All this is similar to the situation in Afghanistan, where 
implementation of a policy of national reconciliation by 
the Afghan Government was an important factor leading 
to the signing of an agreement on the settlement of the 
Afghan problem through political means. The proposal 
advanced by the PRK Government is aimed at facilitat- 
ing the withdrawal of the Vietnamese Armed Forces 
from Cambodia, so that a coalition government can be 
formed and general elections can be held in the country. 


To examine these issues, the PRK Government has 
extended an invitation to the opposition Cambodian 
parties to take part in discussions. For example, Sam- 
dech Norodom Sihanouk, an opposition leader, was 
invited to participate in negotiations to which the other 
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Opposition Cambodian parties—except for the Pol Pot 
clique and its colleagues, who murdered more than 3 
million Cambodian people—were also invited. PRK 
Prime Minister Hun Sen has already held two rounds of 
talks with Samdech Norodom Sihanouk. After the two 
meetings, the two sides announced that they had settled 
certain key issues and reaffirmed that further negotia- 
tions would be held. 


No one knows for certain whether the Cambodian prob- 
lem can be settled in the near future. Nevertheless, 
experience has taught us that settling any problem must 
begin with a first step. In this case, the first step has been 
taken. As a result of this development, the world people 
hope that the settlement of the Afghan problem will 
benefit attempts to settle the Cambodian problem, as 
well as other region proble:ns. 


Phoun Sipaseut Receives New Indian Envoy 
BK211049 Vientiane KPL in English 
0907 GMT 2! Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 2! (KPL)—Phoun Sipaseut, vice 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, and minister for 
foreign affairs, received here on April 20 the next Indian 
ambassador G.M. Jambholkar. Many issues of mutual 
interests were discussed at the meeting. Both empha- 
sized the need to further strengthen the long-standing 
relations of friendship between the two countries for the 
benefits of peace, friendship and cooperation in South- 
east Asia and the world over. 


Phoun Sipaseut wished the Indian diplomat success in 
his mission. 


Thai ‘Deceitful’ Border Claims Refuted 
BK210711 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 20 Apr 88 


(Feature: “Distorting Facts To Save Face”) 


[Text] Respected listeners, it is apparent to all that 
throughout the recent past, a number of Thai officials, 
ranging from the high-level chief down to specialists in 
charge of foreign affairs and international law, have 
joined in carrying out slanderous propaganda against the 
Lao side with much fanfare. This propaganda is part of 
their efforts to save face, which they lost as a result of 
their mistakes while planning for talks with the Lao side, 
in particular the mistake of trying to form a legal basis to 
prove that the area west of Laos’ Na Bonoi Canton in 
Boten District, Sayaboury Province, belongs to Thai- 
land. Their weak points are as follows: 


1. They have claimed that they have recognized and 
respected the Franco-Siamese Treaty of 1907. Yet, in 
déaling with the Preah Vihear dispute with the PRK in 
1962 and the border dispute with Laos in connection 
with the three Lao villages in mid-1984, the Thai side 
completely refused to accept the treaty. This can be seen 
as a complete change in attitude by the Thai side. 
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2. They have claimed that the Nam Heuang Nga River is 
the borderline. Such a cla.,n is illegal, because it is clearly 
stipulated in Article 2 c, the Protocol attached to the 
1907 French-Siamese Treaty that the Nam Heuang 
River marks the borderline. 


3. At first they claimed there is a map attached to the 
1907 treaty, and later they constantly changed their 
position. In the end, they claimed that the map is lawful. 
In fact, there is no map attached to the 1907 French- 
Siamese Treaty showing the Nam Heuang area. 


4. They have claimed that a change was made in the map 
in the sixties to show that the Nam Heuang Nga River 
marks the borderline. They later claimed that before the 
liberation of the Lao nation, the old Lao regime acknowl- 
edged that borderline. Lately, they have even claimed 
that they requested the French Government to recognize 
the Nam Heuang Nga River as the borderline in 1952. 


All these are just deceitful claims serving their propagan- 
da. They are all completely groundless. These claims 
clearly show that throughout the past 80 years, Thai- 
land—the country which has enjoyed independence for 
more than 700 years—has never had a map that shows 
its ownership of an area west of Laos’ Na Bonoi canton. 


5. They have distorted facts with the intention of taking 
legal advantage by noting that the Phou Soi Dao and the 
Phou Khao Miang are different mountains, despite the 
fact that the French and U.S. maps and the international 
geographica! dictionary prove that the Phou Soi Dao and 
the Phou Khao Miang are the same mountain. 


6. Until now, they have continued to accuse the Lao side 
of insincerity and failing to respond to the Thai side’s 
proposals. The fact is that the Lao side replied to the 
Thai side’s proposals on 23 March 1988 and is now 
awaiting a reply from the Thai side to see when they will 
invite a Lao Government delegation to hold further talks 
in a third round. 


By charging the Lao side with insincerity, they have 
acted contrary to their official statement, in which they 
said that in the past two rounds of talks the Lao side was 
sincere and exchanged views in a straightforward man- 
ner. In short, it can be said that by distorting facts to 
slander the Lao side as mentioned above, they have 
intended to throw the blame on the Lao side in order to 
save their own honor and prestige and to create obstacles 
thwarting the third round of talks between the Lao and 
Thai Government delegations. 


Briefs 


Cuban Cooperation Accord 


Vientiane, April 19 (OANA-KPL)}—A_ cooperation 
agreement for 1988-1993 between the Lao and Cuban 
Friendship Associations was signed here yesterday. The 
agreement stipulates that the two sides would mutually 
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cooperate in view to consolidate the relations of fraternal 
friendship and cooperation between the peoples and 
friendship organizations. Each is to celebrate the other's 
national day and other important events. Each side 1s to 
give assistance to diplomats, students, technicians and 
workers on internationalist missions. An exchange of 
lessons in all domains of the associations’ activities is 
also included in the agreement. The signatories were the 
Lao side Khambou Sounisai, president of the Lao-Cuban 
Friendship Association and of the Cuban side, Mrs. Eva 
Seoane, vice-president of the Cuban Organization for 
Friendship With Other Nations. Also present at the 
Signing ceremony were Soulivong Phasitthidet, deputy 
head of the Committee for Foreign Relations of the 
LPRP CC, and Jose Manuel Garcia Torres, ambassador 
of the Cuban Republic. [Text] [BK 19/233 Vientiane KPL 
in English 0919 GMT 19 Apr 88] 


Soviet Cultural Delegation 


Vientiane, April 22 (KPL)}—A meeting was held here on 
April 21 between the Lao and Soviet cultural delega- 
tions. Attending the get-together were representatives of 
the Soviet Embassy and officials of the Lao-Soviet 
Friendship Association and a number of Lao writers. On 
this occasion, Tatiana Mikhailovna Osanova, an artist, 
film maker, and member of the Journalist Federation of 
Soviet Union, spoke of the current visit of the Soviet 
cultural delegation and the achievements of Soviet cin- 
ematography. She also described her activities in film 
making. The meeting helped the participants to better 
appreciate the new roles and tasks of the cultural activ- 
ities in the Soviet Union at the present time. [Text] 
[BK221236 Vientiane KPL English 1007 GMT 22 Apr 88} 


LPRP Delegation Returns 


Vientiane, April 25 (KPL)}—A delegation of the Party 
and State Control Committee led by its vice-chairman, 
Khamla Sai-gnasan, member of the LPRP CC, returned 
here on April 23, ending its two week visit to the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the Hungarian Peo- 
ple’s Republic. [Excerpt] [BK251056 Vientiane KPL in 
English 0913 GMT 25 Apr 88] 


Phnom Penh Welfare Delegation 


Vientiane, April 24 (KPL)}—A delegation of Phnom 
Penh capital headed by Chea Suon, member of the 
Phnom Penh sociai welfare {as received] arrived here on 
April 22. The delegation is to pay a one week visit to the 
Lao PDR during which it will exchange social welfare 
experiences with its Lao counterpart and visit some 
places of interests. The delegation was met at the airport 
by Souvannakhamphong Vanthanuvong, head of the 
Vientiane social welfare. [Text] [BK241016 Vientiane 
KPL in English 0900 GMT 24 Apr 88} 
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Hanoi Group Visits Vientiane 


Vientiane, April 26 (KPL)}—Phimpha Thepkham- 
heuang, deputy mayor of Vientiane, received here on 
April 25 a delegation of the Hanoi construction [as 
received] led by its head, Hoi. The deputy mayor 
described the visit of the delegation as a contribution to 
strengthening the fraternal relations of friendship 
between the capitals—Vientiane and Hanoi. The delega- 
tion arrived here on April 19 and will return home today. 
While here, the delegation visited some production bases 
and factories. [Text] [BK26/108 Vientiane KPL in 
English 0918 GMT 26 Apr 88} 


Philippines 


Ramos Reiterates Bases Access Demand 
HK2604 100288 Hong Kong AFP in English 0955 GMT 
26 Apr 8&8 


[Text] Manila, April 26 (AFP)—Philippine officials 
brought up the AIDS question at talks Tuesday with a 
U.S. panel on the future of Clark Air Base and Subic 
Naval Base, diplomats familiar with developments said 
here Tuesday. 


Philippine health officials have pinpointed the two larg- 
est U.S. military bases overseas as a source of AIDS, or 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome, an incurable 
disease which breaks down the body’s defenses against 
infection. 


They have recorded a total of 52 cases of AlDS-virus 
carriers, most of them prostitutes working in bars off Clark 
and Subic, but U.S. officials maintain that there is no proof 
U.S. servicemen had introduced the disease here. 


Diplomats closely familiar with the talks, who spoke 
with reporters on condition of anonymity, said AIDS 
was one of the issues raised by the Filipino side Tuesday, 
but gave no details. 


A joint communique issued after the session said the 
Manila panel presented their proposals on “socio-eco- 
nomic issues,” and “the U.S. panel will study these 
proposals for future discussions.” 


Official spokesmen for both panels declined to give 
details. 


The talks, which began three weeks ago and are expected 
to continue until July, cover the terms governing the last 
two years of the bases’ lease ending in 1991. The talks 
have focused on compensation, now at 180 million 
dollars in military and economic aid a year. 


The results of the talks are expected to influence Manil- 
a’s decision on whether to extend the lease on the bases. 
The Corazon Aquino government says it is “keeping our 
options open” till 1991. 
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Meanwhile, Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos reiterated 
his demand in a press conference here Tuesday that 
Filipino military officials in charge of the bases be 
allowed access to all areas, including secret decoding 
rooms. 


The bases are nominally under Philippine control but the 
Filipino military base commanders are not allowed into 
certain areas. 


Mr. Ramos said his proposal had been shelved at the 
talks. 


Asked if he would press his demand, he said, he would 
leave it up to the chairman of the Philippine panel of the 
review committee, Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus. 


He also downplayed the contribution of the U.S. to 
Philippine defense, saying that the government’s mili- 
tary budget was 11 billion pesos (520 million dollars), 
more than six times the 85 million dollars annual U.S. 
military aid. 


Manglapus Stresses Access Right 
BK261132 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1000 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus today stressed 
that the Philippines has a right to total access to all areas 
inside U.S. military bases, including top secret sections. 
Manglapus issued the clarification in reaction to a state- 
ment by Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos urging for total 
access inside U.S. bases. 


[Begin Manglapus recording in progress] ...present bases 
agreement, but I guess what General Ramos was refer- 
ring to was the clarification of (?our right) which is 
already in the present provisions of the bases agreement. 
[end recording] 


Bases Conversion Could Generate $3.5 Billion 
HK2504114588 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
25 Apr 88 p 10 


[By reporter Maria Cecile S. Bautista] 


[Text] With the American military now “seriously” 
looking for alternative sites for their bases in the Philip- 
pines, Government, on its part, is just as intently plan- 
ning for the takeover of the bases and the establishment 
of new industries in the area. 


The joint project study undertaken by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, the Senate committee on foreign rela- 
tions and the House committees on national defense and 
economic affairs has been completed and will be pre- 
sented to Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus 
today. 
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Leonardo Mariano, project director, told BUSINESS 
WORLD the bases conversion plan, if approved and 
implemented, will mean $3.5 billion yearly for the Phil- 
ippines in net earnings and direct expenditures (salaries 
of workers, goods and services purchased). 


Based on opportunity costs, therefore, the Philippine 
review panel should not settle for an economic package 
of less than $3.5 billion. This recommendation does not 
take into consideration the alternative costs to the Amer- 
icans for relocating the bases. 


The project study proposes the transfer of the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport [NAIA] and Philippine 
military installations based in Manila to Clark and 
Subic. These are Camp Aguinaldo, Villamor Air Base 
and Fort Bonifacio. 


The first phase of the project is the sale of parts of the 
military camps, to generate seed money for the establish- 
ment of new industries in the bases. 


The Mariano study recommends the sale of the golf 
courses in the Camp Aguinaldo, Villamor Air Base and 
Fort Bonifacio “by the middle of the year.” 


“We already have offers from foreign investors from 
Taiwan, Japan and South Korea, in partnership with 
local businessmen. They plan to convert the lands for 
commercial and first-class residential use,” Mr. Mariano 
said. He noted that the three military camps are right 
next to posh Magallanes Village, Forbes Park and Corin- 
thian Gardens. 


The Public Estates Authority will be responsible for 
disposing of the more than 2,100 hectares of prime real 
estate. The sale will have to be staggered, Mr. Mariano 
pointed out, “so as not to be inflationary.” The proper- 
ties are projected to bring in P2.5 billion, which will 
immediately be used to put up economic zones and 
corporate farms. 


““We will have export processing facilities, the inputs of 
which will be products of corporate farms also in the 
base sites,” he said. Sites for the economic zones have 
also been chosen: “the eastern portion of Clark and the 
upper portion of Subic Bay.” 


He noted that Hong Kong, a major center of economic 
activity in Asia, will be returned to the People’s Republic 
of China come 1997. 


“We are expecting Hong Kong business to go down soon 
and we are hoping that business will move to Olongapo,” 
he said. 


Clark and Subic each have about P20 billion worth of 
facilities, Mr. Mariano said. Clark Air Base, with its new 
runway, its hangers, maintenance and repair facilities, 
will be the headquarters of the Philippine Air Force. It 
will also house the NAIA. 
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Subic Naval Base will be the Philippines navy headquar- 
ters. With the pier and ship repair facilities, it is expected 
to be the transshipment center of Asia, he added. 


Helping Mr. Mariano in the study was an inter-agency 
committee from the departments of national defense, 
agriculture and environment and natural resources, the 
Philippine Ports Authority, the Maritime Industry 
Authority, the NAIA, and represenatives from the pri- 
vate sector and the academe. 


Mr. Mariano stressed, “This is a serious study being 
proposed in anticipation of the non-extension of the 
military bases agreement [MBA]. We want to be pre- 
pared for the takeover of the bases immediately after the 
MBA expires in September, 1991.” 


U.S. Officials Meet With Zambales Governor 
HK2604 123888 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 26 Apr 88 


{Text} U.S. military officials today met with the provin- 
cial governor of Zambales to discuss the settlement of a 
P12-million damages suit filed by residents of Zambales 
against the U.S. Air Force. Governor Amor Deloso said 
the United States should pay compensation for the 
bombing by the U.S. Air Force in Zambales during 
practice exercises. In the latest bombing incident one 
fisherman was killed when a bomb hit Scarborough 
Shoals. 


However, the U.S. panel claimed it was conducting its 
own investigations. 


[Begin Deioso recording] When the American planes 
leave Clark Air Base, they fly over Tarlac, Pampanga, 
Bataan and on to the China Sea. But when they return to 
Crow Valley, which is the target area, they fly over 
Zambales. It is while flying low over Zambales that the 
bombing incidents happen. These may be due to errors 
or mistakes by the pilots. If it happened once we could 
say it was accidental; twice, coincidental; but there have 
already been five incidents. It has become a habit. [end 
recording] 


Government Negotiating for U.S. Funding 
HK2504115588 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
25 Apr 88 pp I, 10 


{By Annie Fazon Angeles] 


[Text] The government is currently negotiating for a 
$174-million funding package from the U.S. government 
to finance its projects and cover a projected shortfall in 
its budget. The package represents the | 988 allocation of 
U.S. economic support for the country under the 
amended 1983 RP [Republic of the Philippines}-U.S. 
Military Bases Agreement (MBA). 
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Cabinet secretary and concurrently Economic Support 
Fund (ESF) secretariat executive director. Fiorello R. 
Estuar told BUSINESS STAR that of the $174 million 
being negotiated, $50 million is allocated for the govern- 
ment’s Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program 
(CARP); $30 million for project assistance; and the 
remaining $94 million for budget support of the national 
government. 


Estuar pointed out that the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) agreement to the $50-million 
allocation for CARP “‘is already well established.” 


He, however, disclosed that there are still some “‘dis- 
agreements” between the government panel (headed by 
Finance Secretary Vicente R. Jayme and National Eco- 
nomic and Development Authority director-general 
Solita C. Monsod) and USAID representatives on the 
actual use of the remaining $124 million. 


“The $124 million is still under discussion because the 
Philippine side wants all of it earmarked for budget 
support while the USAID wants all of that to go into 
projects,” Estuar explained. 


The government needs the funds to partly cover for the 
country’s projected budget deficit of some P22 billion as 
announced last week by Budget Secretary Guillermo 
Carague. 


On the other hand, a USAID report furnished BUSI- 
NESS STAR showed that as of February 1988, USAID 
Economic Support Fund [ESF] resource allocations (au- 
thorized level) for the country totaled $994.5 million 
with some $808.815 obligated for the ESF Secretariat 
($292.625 million) and the national government 
($516.19 million). Sources said it is likely that the 
Philippine government’s request for the $174-million 
allocation would be approved “pending final refine- 
ments on the disbursements of funds.” 


The USAID report indicated that for the ESF secretariat, 
a total of $200.1 million has been allocated for its project 
portfolio (schools, roads, markets, etc) and $92.5 million 


for its program portfolio. 


Meanwhile, the national government is set to receive, in 
supplemental grants, $66.19 million for rual infrastruc- 
ture and civic action, and another $450 million for 


budget support. 


The ESF is the Philippine government’s implementing 
arm for projects financed by the economic support funds 
committed by the U.S. government under the terms of 
the amended 1979 RP-U.S. MBA. On the other hand, 
the USAID is the U.S. government's agency monitoring 
the use of the supplemental grants and aid that Wash- 
ington provides the country. 
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The ESF was established in 1980 for the purpose of 
implementing the projects financed by an initial fund of 
$200 million. Upon the MBA's renegotiation in 1983, an 
additional $475 million was committed by the U.S. 
government in exchange for the continued use of its 
military bases here, namely Clark Air Base and Subic 
Naval Base. 


As of December 1987, total unremitted balance of ESF Il 
stood at $219.325 million, while the total $200-million 
ESF I was completely remitted to the Philippine govern- 
ment as of March 29 this year. 


The ESF secretariat report indicated that $255.7 million 
was remitted to the national government as of December 
1987, representing project assistance for rural productiv- 
ity ($47.5 million); development support ($45 million); 
and budget support ($163.2 million). 


Estuar explained that funds remitted for rural produc- 
tivity and development support were used for some of 
the national government's foreign-assisted priority 
projects that had been long delayed for lack of peso 
counterparts. Objective [subhead] 


Estuar pointed out that the 1979 agreement expressedly 
indicated that “the ESF was to be used to finance 
priority development projects of the (Philippine) govern- 
ment, with special attention to appropriate programs for 
the social and economic upliftment of the areas sur- 
rounding the bases.” 


He likewise cited recent policy propouncements of 
USAID administrator Alan Woods during his recent 
visit that the U.S. government “wants to make sure that 
the assistance we provide is getting into the places where 


it has the greatest impact on people.” 


US. Playing of ‘Soviet Card’ Criticized 
HK2504114188 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 25 Apr 88 p 4 


{Editorial: “Playing With the Soviet Card”) 


[Text] From Honolulu has come confirmation from the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet commander of the statement of Aus- 
tralia: » tips minister Bill Hayden regarding reduced 
Soviet na?’ . tivity in the Asia-Pacific region in 1987. 


As many will recall, Mr. Hayden made that statement on 
April 12 during his visit to Manila to dispute U.S. claims 
that the Soviet Union had markedly enlarged its pres- 
ence in the region. He declared that in fact USSR naval 
activity in the area had decreased by as much as 50 
percent in 1987 alone. 


But there is something rather curious about the Hono- 
lulu statement of Admiral Ronald J. Hays. It does not 
merely confirm Mr. Hayden’s findings, it offers criticism 
4 the Soviet strategy of reduced naval activity as 
“flawed.” 
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He speculates that the reduction of activity could have 
been induced by either economic reasons or a change in 
Strategic philosophy that now places Soviet ships in “a 
high state of readiness” in port rather than at sea. And 
then he proceeds to shoot down his speculative explana- 
tion: “Such a strategy is flawed because the most impor- 
tant element of readiness is crew performance.” 


In addition, Admiral Hays does not regard the point as 
significant to “the numbers game in the Pacific.” While 
Soviet naval activity has declined, he says, the USSR is 
still augmenting its forces in the region. ““‘We see more 
ships, more airplanes, more artillery and military use of 
land forces than was the case two years ago.” 


It does not take professional understanding of strategic 
matters to see what really is the point of all this. For 
months now, the U.S. has been sending the Philippines 
all kinds of studies and position papers detailing why it 
cannot relax its military presence in the region and, more 
important, why it must continue to have access to the 
military bases in the country. These were the reasons for 
the earlier inflated projection of Soviet military activity 
in the area. These, too, form the background of the 
elaborate reasoning in the Honolulu statement. 


Whatever the real significance of this apparent reduction 
of Soviet naval activity or the truth of Admiral Hays’s 
assessment of it, the issue that really puzzles the Philip- 
pines is the way the U.S. is playing the card called 
“Soviet presence.” On the one hand, it says the bases in 
the Philippines must be maintained because of the 
Soviet military threat. But then when it is apprised of 
Soviet readiness to withdraw from the region—base for 
base—it balks and suggests that the issue is not reducible 
to a mere bases swap. 


The strategic picture may indeed be more complicated 
than basing positions in the region. But the trouble is 
that the U.S. keeps citing presence when it seems to suit 
the argument, and abandoning it when it doesn’t. If we 
may suggest to Admiral Hays, such negotiating strategy 
on the bases is flawed because in confusion Filipinos 
may just conclude that no Soviet threat exists after all. 


Talks With SRV Foreign Minister Reported 
HK2504112988 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Both the Philippines and Vietnam gave assur- 
ances that they would adopt peaceful means to resolve 
the claims over the Spratly Islands. This was the decision 
reached following a 2-hour meeting between Foreign 
Affairs Undersecretary Manuel Yan and visiting Deputy 
Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co of Vietnam. 


Aside from the Philippines and Vietnam, China and 
Malaysia also claim sovereignty over the Spratly Islands. 
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Under Secretary Yan explained that Kalayaan Island, 
which is ciaimed by the Philippines, lies outside the 
scope of the Spratly Islands. 


[Begin Yan recording in English] This was reiterated 
during the visit in the latter part of 1978 of Prime 
Minister Phan Van Dong in a joint communique issued 
with the then President Marcos. They agreed likewise 
that any problems arising between our two countries 
should be settled peacefully, in the spirit of friendship 
and without using force. 


And we agreed to reexamine the trade between our two 
countries in order to see where we can further intensify 
and increase the volume of trade. 


And we also talked about the possibility of negotiating a 
government-to-government air services agreement. [end 
recording] 


The Vietnamese deputy minister was also interviewed by 
the media. Deputy Minister Tran Quang Co stated that 
contrary to claims made by the Americans, the Cam 
Ranh Bay is not a Soviet military base, adding that the 
Russians are allowed to use only part of Cam Ranh Bay 
for repair of their ships. 


Pro-Farmer Legislators Face Committee Ouster 
HK2504123588 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 25 Apr 88 pp 1, 9 


[Text) Pro-landiord congressmen are leaving nothing to 
chance in their campaign to assure the passage of their 
controversial version of the land reform measure even if 
it means suppressing objections to House Bill [HB] No 
400 from their own colleagues. 


They plan to oust two other congressmen perceived as 
pro-peasant from the bicameral conference committee 
which would determine the final form of the comprehen- 
sive agrarian reform program (CARP). 


(The 18-man congressional panel, composed of members 
from both the Senate and the House of Representatives, 
is scheduled to meet early next month.) 


The pro-landlord bloc is now considering replacements 
for Representatives Raul Roco (UNIDO, Camarines 
Sur) and Edcei Lagman (LABAN, Albay) who, it said, are 
“not qualified to defend HB 400 in the conference 
committee.” 


The same bloc, at the instigation of Rep. Hortensia 
Starke (UNIDO, Negros Occidental), succeeded earlier 
in removing Rep. Florencio Abad (LP, Batanes) from the 
committee. Abad has been replaced by Rep. Edelmiro 
Amante (UNIDO, Agusan del Sur). 
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““My colleagues do not trust that they (Roco and Lag- 
man) will uphold the bill,” said Starke, who led a group 
of congressmen in passing a pro-landlord agrarian 
reform bill. 


The three congressmen, together with 10 other members 

of the House committee on agrarian reform protested the 

mangling of a bill that originally sought thoroughgoing 

countryside reforms. As passed by the House, HB 400 

pod been described as a “measure for perpetuating feu- 
ism.” 


But in last week’s majority caucus, Roco, Lagman and 
Abad were voted along with six others to act in behalf of 
the House in the deliberation of agrarian reform bills by 
the conference committee. 


The panel, to be composed of nine senators and nine 
congressmen, will reconcile both congressional cham- 
bers’ agrarian reform proposals, which contain many 
conflicting provisions. 


The nomination of Roco and Abad to the conference 
committee, however, did not prevent them from voting 
against HB 400 during the bill’s third and final reading. 
Lagman, on the other hand, opted to abstain from voting 
saying the bill “although not a magna carta for the 
peasantry, is not also a propitious charter for the landed 


gentry.” 


Notwithstanding Lagman’s abstention, Starke said she 
feels the Albay congressman is “planning to do some- 
thing” in the conference committee. 


““He should be a senator to oppose the House bill,” she 
said. 


Others named to the conference committee, according to 
Starke, were Representatives Fames Lee Chiongbian 
(Ind., South Cotabato). Rau! del Mar (Panaghiusa, Cebu 
City), Ronaldo Zamora (Ind. Mandaluyong San Juan). 
Pablo Garcia (Panaghiusa, Cebu), Rolando Andaya 
(UNIDO, Camarines Sur) and Florencio Bad (LP., 
Batanes). 


Cardinal Sin Softens Stand on Reform 
HK2604092588 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 26 Apr 88 pp 1, 6 


{By Nimfa U. Rueda and Tony S. Bergonia] 


[Text] Jaime Cardinal Sin, in an announcement that 
caught many by surprise, said yesterday he will support a 
land reform law that will “do justice” to both landown- 
ers and farmers. 


The new development surfaced as President Aquino 
prepared to hasten the passage of the Senate version of 
the land reform bill, and a warning was raised against a 
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powerful lobby of landlords out to block efforts to 
reconcile the two congressional chambers’ versions of 
the comprehensive agrarian reform program. 


Sin’s “flip-flop” came on the heels of a resolution by a 
powerful landlord group asking the laity to stop “giving 
alms” to the Church and denouncing Church leaders for 
their “scandalously accumulated wealth.” Meeting with 
landlords for 90 minutes at the Archbishop’s Palace, Sin 
assured them the Church will support a land reform law 
that will “do justice” to both landowners and farmers. 


“I am a bishop for both farmers and landowners,” Fr. 
Socates Villegas quoted the cardinal as telling the influ- 
ential Confederation of Agricultural producers of the 
Philippines. The landlords, whom Villegas described as 
“all friends of the Cardinal,” sought the dialog. Villegas 
said most of the landlords were from Capiz, Sin’s home 
province. 


Previously, Sin and other members of the influential 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines, 
expressed support for the original House Bill No 400 
which sought to irnplement sweeping reforms in the 
countryside. 


The bill, formerly sponsored by Rep. Bonifacio Gillego, 
went through several revisions which virtually mangled it. 


The Church has since joined militant farmers in criticiz- 
ing the land-lord-dominated Congress for failing to enact 
a genuine land reform law. It supported a big farmers’ 
rally last week. 


Manila Auxilliary Bishop Teodoro Bacani said he agrees 
with Sin that the “ideal” land reform law is one that will 
do justice to both landowners and farmers. 


“We want justice for everybody, but justice does not 
mean nobody’s going to be hurt,” Baqani, who also acts 
as spokesman of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines (CBCP) said. 


Bacani said a genuine agrarian reform “will be painful” 
for the landlords. He reiterated that the Church will 
continue to support the farmers’ call for a “radical, truly 
pro-poor” land reform law. 


“Justice for the landowners does not mean they will get 
what they want,” he added. 


In his warning, Sen. Heherson Alvarez urged his fellow 
senators supporting the government’s comprehensive 
land reform program (CARP) to be on the alert against 
the lobby which, he said, had been strengthened by Vice 
President Salvador Laurel’s anti-CARP stand. 


“We must be aware that they (landlords) are not going to 
take this (CARP) sitting down,” said Alvarez, head of the 
Senate committee on agrarian reform and principal 
sponsor of the Senate bill on CARP. 
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The other day, Laurel attacked CARP and virtually 
justified the landowners’ call for an armed uprising 
should the government take over private agricultural 
lands under CARP. 


Speaking before a group of landowners in a meeting at a 
posh subdivision in Pasig, Laurel said government 
should first parcel out its own landholdings before dis- 
tributing idle and abandoned private lands. 


“Government must never enact a law that is oppressive 
or unjust to man. When a government becomes disrup- 
tive of the very ends for which it was instituted, it is the 
right of the people to alter and abolish that government 
and replace it with another that to them shall seem more 
likely to effect their welfare and happiness,” Laurel 
declared to the thunderous applause of his audience. 


Alvarez dismissed Laurel’s blast, “‘Lack of information,” 
he said, may have !ed the vice president to attack CARP. 


“The inequity is in the private ownership of lands,” 
Alvarez said. “And if you don’t cover private agricul- 
tural lands under CARP, there would be no real social 
justice. This is the heart of agrarian reform.” 


Alvarez said Laurel’s clamor for the distribution of 
public agricultural lands first does not conflict with what 
Senate Bill No 249 and Executive Order No 229 on Carp 


have proposed. 


Under both the bill and the EO, the first priority in land 
redistribution are idle, abandoned, sequestered and dis- 
posable public agricultural lands. Private agricultural 
lands are scheduled for distribution as second priority. 


Alvarez said Laurel’s proposal to scrap CARP and dis- 
tribute “government landholdings” is “impractical” 
because this will cost the government more to develop 
public lands into productive farms than to buy private 
agricultural lands. 


The estimated cost of turning idle public lands into 
farms is P50,000 per hectare while buying private agri- 
cultural lands would cost only about P25,000 per hecta- 
re,)he added. 


Statistics at the Department of Agrarian Reform also 
show there are only about 200,000 hectares of seques- 
tered, abandoned, and idle public lands which could be 
redistributed for farming. There are 6.5 million landless 
tillers in the country. 


Alvarez dismissed as “war of words” the threats of 
landlords to revolt against CARP. 


But the landlords are capable of putting up a powerful 
lobby to block efforts to reconcile the two versions of 
CARP, he said. 
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If Ms Aquino certifies the CARP bill as urgent, senators 
would most likely vote on it today. More than a majority 
of senators are expected to approve the bill on third and 
final reading. 


Report on Aqr‘no’s Weekly Radio Program 
[Slantlines denote passaages in English] 


HK2504064\ [Editorial Report] Quezon City Radyo ng 
Bayan in Tagalog at 1300 GMT on 24 April carries a 
60-minute live program entitled “Magtanong sa 
Pangulo” [Ask the President”] in which President 
Corazon Aquino answers listeners’ questions, most of 
which are phoned in while others are relayed by the 
moderator, “Frankie.” 


The president begins by saying, “I would like to make a 
report to the people about what transpired while | was in 
China. First of all, 1 wish to thank all the Chinese leaders 
for receiving me. They truly displayed their desire to be 
friends with our country, acknowledging the longstand- 
ing relations between us. They told me that this is not 
just because we are geographically close, but also because 
many Filipinos like myself have ancestors who hailed 
from China. In fact, the first place I visited was my 
ancestral village of Hongjian, from which my great 
grandfather came. That village was just like many of our 
barrios here—when a well-known person goes to visit, it 
generates some excitement. Big preparations were made, 
with many children performing their traditional dances; 
then they also had a firecracker display, which I think is 
also a traditional way to greet guests. 


“/But more important, I think, is that we were able to 
identify with each other./ Even though this was the first 
time I met my relatives there, the fraternal feeling was 
immediate and spontaneous. This is how it should be— 
not just between China and the Philippines, but perhaps 
between the Philippines and other countries. /We should 
b able to identify with each other so that we can help 
each other./ 


“*/In all of my visits with the top leaders of China, what 
was very significant was that we had many similar 
positions on many matters./ On the matter of foreign 
investments, they have what is called an open-door 
policy. Previously they did not allow foreigners to live 
there or set up businesses; but now they allow this, even 
to the extent of allowing them to have 100 percent 
ownership. /! think all of us realize that no country can 
go it alone. No matter how big or how powerful a country 
is, that country will still have to depend on other 
countries. And so we talked about that, and they also 
explained to me their one country—two systems policy 
with regard to Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macao. The 
matter of Taiwan came up when they were saying that so 
far as trade was concerned, there would be no interfer- 
ence. They pledged not to interfere in one another's 
internal affairs—this was again reiterated./ 
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“All in all, I think what really was the main benefit of my 
visit is that, first of all, we called attention to our 
country. Otherwise, if I just sat home—as some of my 
critics said I should just stay home to solve our prob- 
lems—these problems will not be resolved without the 
help of other countries, because our biggest problem is 
the economy, and we need to expand trade. /Because of 
my visit, | would like to think that many more doors 


were opened to us.”/ 


/“1 could have just sent Cabinet members, but they 
would have only gotten to see their counterparts and not 
been able to talk to the top leaders. It was also necessary 
for our private sector to see how they could expand trade 
overseas/ | had some businessmen accompanying me— 
and | want to state here that they went on their own 
expense, the government did not spend for them. The 
truth is that they even donated, in my name, the play- 
ground equipment which I gave to the people of Hong- 
jian. Earlier I thought such a donation was unnecessary, 
but it was a nice gesture and they thanked me for it. We 
were able to display our friendship this way. 


“So I hope our countrymen will understand that my 
visits to foreign countries are not mere junkets—people 
should see what our schedules are like! If I do not visit 
other countries, there will really be very little attention 
given to our country because there are so many other 
countries in the world—we all know that. And there are 
many other needy countries in need of assistance, like us. 
It is almost like a competition—this trying to acquaint 
the leaders of other countries with our problems. If I just 
stayed home quietly, who would do this kind of work? 
That is what I want to make clear to our people, and you 
can be sure that I have not wasted our money. As I said 
in the past, for my 4 state visits—to Indonesia, Singa- 
pore, the United States, and Japan—the total cost came 
to under half a million dollars, under P10 million. 


“What we gained, particularly on my visit to the U.S., 
was $200 million given by the Americans. Not only that, 
many doors were opened so that many of our business- 
men gained new export opportunities. /We have seen 
this during the past year —exports in garments and 
many non-traditional items have increased.”/ 


Frankie asks Mrs Aquino to comment on newspaper 
reports about the conflict between Congress and the 
president’s office, as revealed by Speaker Ramon Mitra. 


She replies, “This is one thing I regret—Speaker Mitra 
should have spoken to me directly about these things 
before going to the media, because it is better to discuss 
things before talking to the press since this tends to 
become exaggerated. It makes it difficult to appease 
those who have been hurt. This is why I believe that, in 
order to straighten all this out.... /1 had announced 
earlier that I would be meeting with congressmen on a 
regular basis, region by region. I did this before with the 
governors and city mayors, and | was able to meet with 
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all of the governors and city mayors of all the regions. So 
I felt | could also do this with regard to the congres:men;/ 
in fact, we will start on this next week. 


“I have also announced that all those problems which 
they would like answered immediately should be sent to 
me directly so that I can notify the Cabinet members 
concerned with those particular issues, so they can come 
up with ready answers and offer suggestions in order to 
resolve these issues. /It is unfortunate that even before I 
can start with my meetings with the congressmen,/ 
Speaker Mitra up and says he wants a Cabinet revamp. 
What I want to tell not just Speaker Mitra but all of our 
people is that I have told our Cabinet members that their 
main duty is to serve the people. This is because all of us 
in government have this duty to fulfill the people’s 
needs. After this, the congressmen can be attended to. 


/But for me, the number one priority really is the people, 
because we owe our positions to the people. And I guess 
it’s just a matter of really talking over these details, of 
how best to bring all of these services to the people— 
instead of flaring up in public. Some problems are best 
resolved by sitting down quietly and discussing all of the 
pertinent matters. But I am still confident that we will be 
able to resolve this./ We should not be wasteful and put 
all our energies into one thing. As it is now, I have to act 
like a referee when I should be attending to other 


things.“ 


President Aquino continues, “You know, yesterday | 
visited the Department of Public Works and Highways 
because I want to make sure that everything I prom- 
ised—bridges, roads, school buildings—will be finished 
on schedule. /So I wanted a briefing yesterday, not only 
from the department secretary but from the undersecre- 
tary, the assistant secretary and the regional directors. | 
wanted a briefing to update me on whether we are 
meeting the target dates or not, because I told them this 
government will really be judged, not only on the perfor- 
mance of the ident but—rmore important—on the 
performance of the different departments. In particular, 
the Department of Public Works and Highways,/ 
because it is there where one can see if the government is 
truly answering the needs of the people.” 


Lieutenant Colonel Carlos Garcia phones in from Cama- 
rines Sur with a plea to the president: /“The military 
should be armed more with [word indistinct] weapons 
for its fight against the insurgency. One example, in our 
case here, is that soldiers sometimes hesitate to [words 
indistinct], meaning the normal action done by soldiers, 
in dealing with the peace-and-order situation in the 
country because of some experiences we have had. The 
[words indistinct] human rights relations, secondly, with 
regard to the detention of known CPP-NPA [Communist 
Party of the Philippines] men. There are other things 
which curtail the proper perspective for a soldier, or the 
military establishment, to really deal with the insurgency 
problem in our country [as heard].) The army engineers 
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should be beefed up with more personnel and equipment 
so that we could participate actively in the developmen- 
tal efforts of the different provinces here in the (?Bicol) 
region./ 


President Aquino replies, /“Thank you, Lieutenant 
Colonel Carlos F. Garcia, who is the commander of the 
$64th Engineer Construction Battalion stationed in 
Camarines Sur. As I have said before, you are ordered to 
use force to answer communist terrorism. Fight with 
every assurance that | will stand by you until final 
victory is ours. Our policy remains the same: economic 
development to uproot and military operations to crush 
the insurgency. On beefing up the army engineers 
through more personnel and equipment, I will direct the 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Renato de Villa to 
personally look into your request.”’/ 


A government worker in Legazpi City asks when the 
government will deal with the “NPA-infested” areas of 
the Bicol region. The president replies that the govern- 
ment has various programs for the people of the Bicol 
region, including the remote areas which are infested 
with rebels. She cites the government agencies which 
have self-employment assistance projects which provide 
Capital to those wishing to set up their own livelihoods: 
the practical skills development projects: ; job-placement 
schemes; day care services and supplemennal feeding for 
malnourished children; emergency assistance for victims 
of disasters; family planning, protection and population 
awareness programs; social service programs for the 
indigent, elderly and drug addicts. Aquino also mentions 
the Health Department agency which has a hospital 
development and medical supply program in the Bicol 
region; the school building and educatiopnal programs; 
vocational school guidance; assistance to families of 
migrant workers; and livelihood projects. She also cites 
the peace-and-order councils which are in charge of 
protecting citizens from rebel attacks. 


A Metro Manila resident asks to be enlightened because 
she says she does not understand why the president sent 
her relatives to dialogue with former President Marcos. 
Mrs Aquino replies, /“I think I have explained before 
why I sent two of my relatives on separate trips to 
Hawaii. i had heard that President Marcos was really in 
a serious condition, his health was really deteriorating 
fast. I was told that he wanted to send me a message. So 
my orders to my two relatives, Congressman Sumulong 
and Congressman Tanjuatco, was very clear: just to 
listen to what Mr Marcos had to say. Never did I say that 
he could come back or that | was wanting him to advise 
me or to help me in the solutions to our problems. | think 
you have also heard me say in the past that many of our 

were caused, in fact, by Mr Marcos; but I think 
it is only fair that I listen to, or have somebody listen for 
me to what he has to say—in the same way that I have 
listened to other personalities who have also gone against 
the government. Because we don’t lose anything by 
listening, and my policy really is to listen to almost 
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everybody. And then the decision later on will be mine 
after listening, not only to that particular person but also 
to others on the matter of trying to analyze what it is that 
this person really wants. 


“So I hope that, with my explanation, you will »o longer 
be totally confused or disillusioned./ You know, Frankie, 
I never imagined how many people in our country do not 
want me to talk to him or see what he has to say. But I 
just want our people to know and to reassure them that 
| will never do anything that wi!! go against the interests 
of the Filipino people. If I really needed help, there are 
many sincere people here whom we know. I do not need 
to look elsewhere, especially to someone who we know is 
the cause of these dreadful problems we now face, who 
made off with our country’s riches.” 


President Aquino also answers questions on allowances 
for public schoolteachers, Isabela irrigation loans, 
Bukidron livelihood projects, Camarines farm-to-mar- 
ket roads, and high prices of major commodities. She 
ends the program by thanking the people who prayed for 
the success of her trip to China. 


Aquino To Resolve Cabinet, Congress Dispute 
HK211245 on City Rad; > ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] President Aquino announced today that she will 
take necessary action against four of her cabinet mem- 
bers who have been marked for dismissal due to alleged 
improper attitude toward members of Congress. The 
details from Sel Baesa. 


[Begin recording] The report followed criticisms of four 
cabinet members who reportedly walked out arrogantly 
during a hearing at Congress yesterday. 


The president said she will assign a House of Represen- 
tative member to settle the dispute between House 
members and her cabinet. It was also learned that 
Congress is planning to file a resolution for the dismissal 
of the four cabinet officials. 


The officials who are said to be under fire are: Transpor- 
tation and Communication Secretary Reinerio Reyes, 
Secretary Juanito Ferrer of the Department of Public 
Works and Highways, Health Secretary Alfredo "4 
zon, and Social Services Secretary Nita Pardo De 
Tavera. 


BBS [Bureau of Broadcast Services] news learned that 
the dismissal of the four officials lies in the hands of the 


president. 


Sel Baesa BBS news, Malacanang. [end recording] 
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Cabinet-House Worsens 
HK230847 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 23 Apr 88 pp 1, 9 


to media of Bengzon’s indictment against Mitra. She also 


“I will stand by this decision,” Ferrer told reporters. 
“Ive listened to (the congressmen) regarding their 
recommendees and | did not find any reason to consult 
them. I did not want engineers who would be beholden 
to politicians.” 


Ferrer made the statement after a visit to his department 
yesterday by President Aquino. 


“ Ferrer were amone at least five Cabinet 
~ sose dismissal is being demanded by con- 


Bengzon took issue with Mitra in an cight-s « tence 
statement approved for release to media by Mrs. A juino. 
In the process, he fuelled the “word war” 
between executive and legislative officials who all belong 
to the ruling coalition. 


“The trouble with some people is that if you don’t do 
what they want you to do, they call you uncooperative,” 
Bengzon said. “There's a difference between cooperation 
and subservience.” 


In the May 1987 congressional elections, Bengzon 
revealed that Mitra had requested the Department of 
Health to assign doctors and nurses to his campaign. 

This was rejected because “obviously, | had to say no as 


I couldn't accommodate his request,” Bengzon said. “To 
do that is to be engaged in clectioneering.” 
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Besides, he said his department was already “shorthand- 
ed” with personnel. 


Bengzon’s bombshell of a statement was given to Mala- 
canang reporters after he met for over two hours with 


Mrs Aquino. 


By Bengzon’s own account, Mitra has severely criticized 
the executive officials apparently because some of his 
requests had been spurned. 


“Let our people, responsible citizens, and the President, 
decide who are credible and competent, who are arro- 
gant and masters in the art of doublespeak,” he said. 


He stressed, however, that the executive office continues 
to consult and cooperate with “many people in both 
houses of Congress.” 


These lawmakers, Bengzon said, have made “requests 
we have listened to and granted because 


4 


He noted that at the same time, congressmen had suf- 
purchases they made etc. [setence as published] 


“Some people call it squid tactics,” the secretary said, 
then laughed aloud. 


Mrs Aquino voiced optimism though that the rift was 
not beyond repair. “I will be meeting with congressmen 
by regions so I think we will be able to resolve this,” she 
told reporters. 


Asked if she believed there indeed were “dictators” in 
her Cabinet as the solons had charged, the President just 
shook her head. 
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In a second “ambush” interview after Bengzon spoke to 
media, Mrs Aquino remarked on the legisilator’s pro- 
posed Cabinet revamp: 


“It’s really unfortunate that speaker Mitra, instead of 
telling me this announced it first to media,” she said. 


“I have said earlier that I’m going to meet on a regular 
basis with the and we will do this region by 
region,” she added. “‘In fact, I have also sent word that 
whatever concerns the congressmen have, they should 
send me questions ahead of time so that we will be able 
to answer these concerns right away.” 


“Speaker Mitra, instead of telling me directly, notified 
media first ahead of me,” she said, betraying that she 
had been irked by the media hype on the secretaries’ 


alleged faults. 


Still, the President said: “*At any rate, I am still thinking 
that we will be able to work this out and I am hoping that 


President Aquino also met with top DPWH [Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Highways} officials, led by 
Ferrer at the PDWH building in Port Area. 


There, Mrs Aquino got a detailed view of the depart- 
ment’s infrastructure program as well as the problems 
besetting it. 


Ferrer quoted the President as saying she “will take care 
of the problem” with the congressmen who lambasted 
him for his “arrogance in not consulting them for the 
designation of the 94 district engineers.” 


In Malacanang, Press %-cretary Teodoro Benigno told 
reporters later in the afternoon that President Aquino 
had suggested to Ferrer to tap the department's under- 
secretaries to coordinate with senators and representa- 
tives on projects in the various districts. 

Benigno said the President asked Ferrer to assign his six 
undersecretaries to handle two or three regions each and 
public works projects. 

Mrs Aquino also proposed the “refinement of the chain 
of command within the public works and highways 
department,” Benigno added. 


He said Mrs Aquino wanted more important functions 


been sold to the Ayala Development Corporation. 


Tavera explained that while she is empowered by Repub- 
lic Act 5216 to put the property up for sale, this will have 
to be done through public bidding. 
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She said that 19 out of the 56-hectare Mandaluyong 
property will be sold to generate funds for various social 
projects. 


Aquino Urged to Address Factionalism 
HK220749 Marila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 2? Apr 88 pp 1, 6 


[By staffmembers Wilson Bailon and Manny Mogato] 


[Text] Sen Ernesto Maceda, chairman of the Senate 
committee on defense and security, warned yesterday 
that factionalism in the Armed Forces was “critical and 
serious” and urged President Aquino to address the 
problem immediately. 


Maceda’s warning came as a result of his committee's 
inquiries into the Aug 28, 1987, failed coup and the 
escape of its leader, former Lt Col Gregorio “Gringo” 
Honasan. 


The committee’s report on the inquiries was released to 
the media yesterday. 


“] must issue a mild warning that it is not correct for the 
President and the civilian leadership to think that, 
because Honasan’s forces today may not be as strong as 
before, factionalism (in the Armed Forces) does not exist 
anymore,” Maceda said in a privilege speech. 


The committee report stated that the Aug 28 coup 
attempt and the escape of Honasan, along with 13 of his 
Navy guards, last April 2 “should be a signal to the 
Aquino Government of the pervading problems that 
beset the Armed Forces today.” 


“It should alert the present Government that all is not 
well in the present system and that quite a few problems 
that beleaguered the former Marcos regime still face the 
country today,” the committee said. 


The Government must “effectively address these prob- 
lems in order to maintain some degree of stability,” it 
added. 


The military, in the meantime, announced that 201 
military and police personnel had been meted out pen- 
alties, including jail terms, for joining Honasan in the 
coup attempt. 


Brig Gen Hermogenes Peralta, Armed Forces inspector 
general, said 802 other lawmen were either still under- 
going pre-trial investigation or recommended to face 
court-martial. 


In the latter category are Honasan and 50 other officers 
and enlisted men. 


At least five others, including Air Force Lt Cols, Eduardo 
Kapunan and Nelson Eslao, have already been charged 
before a military coun by Brig Gen Jesus Dacian. 
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Based on dialogues with military officers and enlisted 
men, Maceda’s committee noted that “a significant 
number of junior officers and enlisted men feel that no 
real reforms can be hoped for with the present leadership 
of the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] and the 
defense establishment.” 


“There is need to strengthen the leadership in the 
military establishment, as well as its organizational set- 
up,” the committee said. 


On Honasan’s escape, the following are some of the 
committee’s major findings and conclusions: 


—The decision to detain Honasan aboard a ship may 
have been the best decision at the time, although military 
authorities could have considered other options, like 
detaining him in a “well situated house.” 


—The security measures undertaken by the Navy were 
“lax and utterly inadequate.” 


—There was “unreasonable delay” in the filing of 
Charges and disposition of cases against the detainees. 


—Honasan could not have escaped without the cooper- 
ation and assistance of the 13 Navy guards. 


—The Aug 28 coup attempt and the escape of Honasan 

and Lt Col Eduardo Matillano drew “questions and 

— on the leadership and (on) ‘military disci- 
ine’.” 


The committee recommended the following: 


—Those who directly took part in the Aug 28 coup 
attempt must be prosecuted and cases arising from the 
incident should be resolved speedily. 


—The Departments of Justice and National Defense 
should jointly reassess the Aug 28 coup from a “more 
rational and practical manner” and re-study the rational 
and practical effect of grainting amnesty to lower-rank- 
ing officers and enlisted men. 


—The executive branch should create a “more effective 
Crisis management committee for decision making in 
times of crisis.” : 


The Government should prosecute Honasan, Matillano 
and the 13 Navy guards and all the officers whose laxity 
or neglignece contributed to the escape of the two coup 


The arraignment of Kapunan, Eslao and three other 
officers has been reset on May 9 after three members of 
the court inhibited themselves from the proceedings, 
resulting in a lack of quorum. | 
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Peralta said 999 personnel linked to the coup attempt 
had been released because of insufficient evidence 
against them. 


A total of 2,002 AFP and police personnel—21 1! officers 
and 1,791 enlisted men—were allegedly involved in the 
failed coup, the most serious and bloodiest callenge to 
the Aquino Government. 


Vietnam 


Document on Disputed Islands Released 
BK251620 Hanoi VNA in English 1451 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA/OANA April 25—-Dinh Nho Liem, 
first deputy foreign minister, held a press conference here 
this afternoon to make public a document on the Hoang 
Sa [Paracel] and Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelagoes. 


The conference was co-sponsored by Luu Van Loi, head 
of the Border Committee of the Council of Ministers. 


It was attended by a large number of Vietnamese and 
foreign mediamen and press attaches of various embas- 
sies in Hanoi. 


Opening the conference, Dinh Nho Liem said: 


“The Hoang Sa and Truong Sa issue is one of the issues 
that have cropped up in the Vietnamese-Chinese rela- 
tions. The successive Vietnamese states have been effec- 
tively, continuously and peacefully exercising their sov- 
ereignty over these two archipelagoes in accordance with 
international law and custom, at least since the 17th 
[century] when they still were unoccupied. But China 
still lays claim to Hoang Sa and Truong Sa. 


In April 1988, the National People’s Congress of China 
issued a decision to set up Hainan Province with the 
inclusion of the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes 
of Vietnam. The truth is that in April 1956, Chinese 
armed forces occupied a group of islands in the Eastern 
part of Hoang Sa which then already belonged to Viet- 
nam. In 1974, they occupied a group of islands in the 
western part of Hoang Sa, and more serious still, since 
January 1988, China has sent troops to occupy a number 
of islands in the Truong Sa Archipelago, thereby render- 
ing the situation in the region very tense. In order to 
make clear this issue to the world public, affirm Viet- 
nam’s inviolable sovereignty over the Hoang Sa and 
Truong Sa Archipelagoes, and reject China’s untenable 
case and distortion of history and geography, the Foreign 
Ministry of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam makes 
public this document on these two archipelagoes.“ 


Dinh Nho Liem then introduced the main content of the 
document which consists of three parts. 
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Referring to the first part sub-titled ““Vietnam’s case 
versus China’s case regarding the Hoang Sa (Paracel) and 
Truong Sa (Spratly) Archipelagoes,” he said according to 
international law and practice, a country’s assertion of 
sovereignty over a territory must be based on the prin- 
ciple of effectivity, i.e. it must exercise its sovereignty 
effectively, continuously and peacefully. 


Vietnam has proved its case by the fact that it has been 
exercising its sovereignty over the two archipelagoes 
under successive Vietnamese states since the 17th cen- 
tury when they were not owned by any country, and 
continously through the 17th, 18th and the first half of 
the 19th centuries, then under French rules from the 
latter half of the 19th century up to the first half of the 
20th century, and under the Saigon regime according to 
the Geneva Agreement in 1954, and under the Govern- 
ment of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam since the 
country was reunified in 1976. Vietnam has been exer- 
cising its sovereignty by peaceful means since the 17th 
century and has never resorted to force to occupy these 
two archipelagoes from any country. 


On the other hand, China has tried to prove its case 
chiefly by claiming that it was the first to discover and 
exploit the islands. However, under international law, 
the discovery and exploitation by the people wili not 
result in the assertion of national sovereignty. China 
invoked a few scattered occurences in nearly ten centu- 
ries but none of these occurences could prove the Chi- 
nese dynasties’ jurisdiction over these territories, partic- 
ularly over the Truong Sa archipelago. China has been 
present at a group of islands in the eastern part of Hoang 
Sa only since April 1956, and then in the western part of 
Hoang Sa, and finally occupied the whole archipelago in 
January 1974. China has been present at a number of 
coral reefs in the Truong Sa Archipelago only since 
January 1988 and has three times resorted to force to 
occupy them (before the end of 1987 China had never 
been present at the Truong Sa Archipelago). 


Part two is titled “Stands taken by other countries on 
China’s sovereignty over the two archipelagoes.” Dinh 
Nho Liem said: “China claims that its sovereignty has 
been ‘universally recognized.’ But the fact is that China’s 
sovereignty over the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipel- 
agoes was rejected at international conferences to discuss 
China’s territory, such as the Cairo Conference among 
the United States, the United Kingdom, and the Repub- 
lic of China in November 1943, the Potsdam Conference 
on July 26, 1945, and the San Francisco conference in 
September 1951. 


Neither could the text-books and map cited by China 
constitute an element for asserting its sovereignty, the 
vice-minister noted. A few decisions by specialized inter- 
national agencies cited by China do not imply the 
assertion of China’s sovereignty over these territories 
since geographical maps can only provide supporting 
evidence of minimal value. 
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The vice foreign minister also pointed out that China 
made quotations of Vietnam’s declarations of three 
occasions (1956, 1958 and 1965) to prove that Vietnam 
itself has recognized the Xisha and Nansha Islands as 
Chinese territories. 


He said: 


“It is necessary to place the three declarations in their 
historical context, that is in the period between 1956 and 
1965. Under the 1954 Geneva Agreements Vietnam was 
provisionally divided into two parts. The South Vietnam 
administration taking control of half of Vietnam south 
of the !7th Parallel took over the Hoang Sa and Truong 
Sa archipelagoes from the French. The South Vietnam 
administration resolutely resisted the acts and attempts 
of aggression by China and other countries toward the 
two archipelagoes. 


“During that period the Vietnamese people were concen- 
trating their efforts on the life-and-death issue of fighting 
off the U.S. aggression. China and Vietnam had the same 
enemy, namely the U.S. imperialists. It was natural that 
Vietnam did all it could to persuade China to join efforts 
in this struggle so as to prevent the United States from 
using the two archipelagoes and Eastern Sea against 
Vietnam. As an ally, Vietnam trusted China in all 
sincerity and believed that after the war all territorial 
problems would be resolved between the two countries. 
Vietnam adopted this attitude in several instances in its 
relations with China and also with Laos. 


The Vietnamese statement quoted by China should be 
understood in that spirit and that context. Moreover, 
since 1972 China has switched friends and foes. In 1974 
China occupied the whole Hoang Sa Archipelago of 
Vietnam and since then China’s policy toward Vietnam 
has changed in that direction. 


In the 3rd part entitled “peaceful negotiations—the most 
appropriate way of settling disputes over the two archi- 
pelagoes,” Dinh Nho Liem said: “During the last thir- 
ty-two years, China has on three occasions resorted to 
force to occupy the two archipelagoes of Vietnam, in 
1956, 1974 and 1988. Vietnam has never flinched in its 
determination to defend its independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. On the other hand, right from 
the outset, it has advocated peaceful negotiations to 
solve disputes in conformity with the United Nations 
Charter and the trend for dialogue in the world as well as 
the fundamental interests of the people of the two 
countries, and the aspiration of the countries in South- 
east Asia and the world over. 


Pending negotiations, Dinh Nho Liem stressed, Vietnam 
has proposed that both sides refrain from the use of force 
and avoid any clashes so as to prevent the situation from 
getting worse. But so far China has not yet met Viet- 
nam’s goodwill. On the contrary, it has increased its 
naval force and is actually stepped up its land-grabbing 
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attacks on Vietnamese territory in the Truong Sa archi- 

, in di of public opinion, especially of the 
Opinions in Southeast Asia and in China’s neighbours. In 
face of such attitude of China, Vietnam still persists in 
settling the question through negotiations. This policy 
has enjoyed sympathy and support from ever broader 
public opinion in Southeast Asia and the world. 


Public opinion in Southeast Asia and in the world is 
looking forward to a positive response from China, Dinh 
Nho Liem said in conclusion. 


He then answered questions of journalists. 


Dinh Nho Liem Holds News Conference 
BK251520 Hong Kong AFP in English 1503 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] Hanoi, April 25 (AFP)—Vietnam is waiting 
“patiently” for China to agree to peace talks on the 
disputed Spratly Islands, where tension has been mount- 
ing since the beginning of the year, a government official 
said Monday [25 April]. 


First Deputy Foreign Minister Dinh Nho Liem said 
Vietnam was “determined to defend its independence 
and sovereignty” while “persevering with proposals to 
negotiate” a peaceful solution on the issue. 


He was speaking at a news conference held to make 
public a Foreign Ministry statement reaffirming sover- 
eignty over the Spratly and Paracel Islands while admit- 
ting that the North Vietnam government had once 
recognized Chinese sovereignty in the two archipelagos. 


Asked what Vietnam would do if China continued to 
reject peace proposals on the Spratlys, Mr Liem said 
Hanoi would “wait patiently” for a positive response 
from Beijing, adding that “patience is a virtue for the 
Vietnamese.” 


China has refused to respond to repeated Vietnamese 
proposals for talks, following a military clash in the 
islands March 14 during which Vietnam said three boats 
were sunk, three soldiers were killed and 74 went missing. 


Outside the Soviet bloc, India is the only country to have 
lent official support to Hanoi over the Spratlys issue. 


Asked if Vietnam was prepared to make “territorial 
concessions,” Mr Biem said “all proposals made by each 
side would be discussed at the negotiating table’’, adding 
a “deterioration in the Spratlys would affect the entire 
Asia-Pacific region” 


Deputy Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co is currently 
touring the capitals of the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to try to gain support on the 
Spratlys issue by convincing ASEAN countries of Chi- 
na’s ambitious border policies, observers said. 
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ASEAN groups Indonesia, Thailand, Brunei, the Philip- 
pines, Malaysia and Singapore. The Spratlys are claimed 
in whole or in part by China, Vietnam, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and Taiwan. 


In a 20-page statement reaffirming Vietnamese sover- 
eignty over the Spratly and Paracel Islands, the foreign 
ministry admitted that between 1956 and 1965 certain 
documents issued by the Government of North Vietnam 
“recognized” China’s sovereignty in the two archipelagos. 


The statement explained that this “recognition” was 
granted at a delicate time when Vietnam needed Chinese 
support to resist the United States, adding Hanoi had 
“sincere confidence” in China and believed that it could 
after the Vietnam war find “a perfect solution” to the 
border problems. [passage omitted] 


Editorial Reviews Document 
BK260955 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 25 Apr 88 


{NHAN DAN 26 April editorial: ““Vietnam’s Sover- 
eignty Over the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes 
Is Indisputable”’] 


[Text] The document on Hoang Sa [Paracel] and Truong 
Sa [Spratly] Archipelagoes and international law, publi- 
cized by our Foreign Ministry on 25 April 1988 on the 
basis of objectively analyzing the historic and legal data, 
answers the question of which country these two archi- 
pelagoes belong to and cites Vietnam’s atttitude of 
self-restraint and goodwill concerning the current situa- 
tion in the area of Truong Sa Archipelago. 


In the process of settling past disputes, a legal principle 
has been formed to resolve the issue of sovereignty over 
the disputed lands. This is the principle of effectivity, 
meaning true ownership and actual, continuous, and 
peaceful exercising of sovereignty. Our Foreign Ministry 
has cross-checked the arguments of both Vietnam and 
China with the criteria of international law and custom. 
According to Beijing’s official documents, as well as 
many Chinese research articles thus far, Beijing asserts 
that the Chinese people were the first to discover, 
exploit, and administer Cuu Ngu, Loa Chau, Thach 
Duong, Thien Ly Thach Duong, and Van Ly Thach 
Duong which it now calls Xisha [Paracels] and Nansha 
[Spratlys], and that for thousands of years now the 
various Chinese dynasties have always administered 
these two archipelagoes. Where are the above-mentioned 
territories located and why do we call them Hoang Sa 
and Truong Sa? Even though the above designations 
were the true names of Hoang Sa and Truong Sa, that 
does not denote that other countries had not discovered 
these two archipelagoes. Nor does it mean that the 
Chinese people own those territories. Even if the Chinese 
people were truly the first to discover and exploit the 
islands which Beijing calls Xisha and Nansha, it is still 
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impossible to bring about Chinese sovereignty. Accord- 
ing to international law, the occupation of a territory by 
private individuals does not bring about territorial sov- 
ereignty for their country. 


As for the Vietnamese side, the occupation and owner- 
ship of the two Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes 
were effective at least since the 17th Century when the 
archipelagoes did not belong to any country. The Viet- 
namese state consolidated its occupation and ownership 
and asserted its sovereignty by organizing the Hoang Sa 
units to exploit the archipelago as a state. At that time, 
Bai Cat Vang [Yellow Sand bank], a common name of 
Hoang Sa, was recorded as part of the Binh Son District 
of Quang Nghia Prefecture. To prove administration of 
the islands called Xinsha and Nansha, Beijing invoked 
some occurences under the northern Sung Dynasty in the 
11th century through the Qing Dynasty in 1644-1911 to 
say that China had always exercised its administration of 
these two archipelagoes. However, after careful consid- 
eration, these few occurences prove to be a distorted 
deduction from the facts, unrelated to the administra- 
tion, as clearly analyzed by the Vietnamese Foreign 
Ministry document. As for some other events and acts 
related to nationalist China, they all occurred when the 
Hoang Sa Archipelago had long been Vietnam’s territory 
under the French administration. 


As for the Vietnamese side, ever since it established its 
sovereignty over the territory, the Vietnamese state has 
constantly discharged its functions, at least since the 
17th century through various periods of the Nguyen and 
Tay Son Dynasties; the French protectorate; the various 
administrations in southern Vietnam, when the country 
was temporarily divided into two regions; and the Social- 
ist Republic of Vietnam. Administratively, the two 
archipelagoes formerly pertained to Quang Nghia Pre- 
fecture; then each archipelago belonged to a separate 
province. Hoang Sa has successively belonged to Thua 
Thien and Quang Nam-Danang Provinces, while Truong 
Sa has successively belonged to Ba Ria, Phuoc Tuy, and 
Phu Khanh Provinces. 


With respect to exploitation, the Vietnamese state estab- 
lished the Hoang Sa units that were sent every year to the 
archipelago for 6 months to exploit resources there; these 
units were maintained through all the periods from 
Lords Nguyen to Kings Nguyen [reference to period of 
factional power struggle in early 19th Century in Viet- 
nam]. Our state has also taken many measures to con- 
solidate its sovereignty such as sending generals and 
naval forces to the two archipelagoes to survey sea 
voyages and each archipelago, erect monuments, build 
temples, and plant trees. During its protectorate of 
Vietnam, French troops were stationed on the two archi- 
pelagoes where they erected monuments of sovereignty, 
built the meteorological and radio stations, and reso- 
lutely opposed all violations of Vietnam’s sovereignty by 
other countries. 
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So stated, through several centuries, the Vietnamese 
state effectively, continuously, and peacefully exercised 
its state power. Vietnamese sovereignty over the archi- 
pelagoes is in keeping with the criteria of international 
law and is obvious and indisputable. China has been 
unable to prove its occupation of and sovereignty over 
the archipelagoes in accordance with international law. 
Saying that Chinese sovereignty over the two archipela- 
goes has received broad international recognition is a 
groundless assertion. 


The 1943 Cairo statement in Egypt by the three leaders of 
the United States, the UK, and nationalist China, which 
was asserted in the Cairo declaration in July 1945, only 
stated that Manchuria, Taiwan, and the Pescadores were 
to be returned to China, but did not mention Chinese 
sovereignty over the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipela- 
goes. At the San Francisco conference in September 1951, 
at which delegates from 51 countries attended to discuss a 
peace treaty with Japan, the so-called Chinese sovereignty 
over the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes was 
rejected. Beijing further said that the Vietnamese side 
recognized Chinese sovereignty over the two archipela- 
cap Cy ny | pod * _eealimamepaacateaaes 
the period from 1956 to 1965. 


Our Foreign Ministry’s document clearly points out the 
truth about these statements and asserts that [words 
indistinct] what the criteria of international law require. 
Beijing’s demands concerning Vietnam’s Hoang Sa and 
Truong Sa Archipelagoes have neither historical nor legal 
grounds. The Chinese naval forces’ arrogant actions in the 
Truong Sa area from January 1988 to date are actually 
part and parcel of China's policy of expansion and hege- 
mony toward Vietnam and Southeast Asia as well. 


In the East China Sea, China can prove its presence only 
by gradually stepping up the use of its military forces at 
Hoang Sa as well as Truong Sa. It has on three occasions 
resorted to force to occupy Vietnam’s territory, violating 
Vietnam's territorial integrity. China’s gunboat policy 
grossly violates international law, trampies upon the 
principle of non-use of force in international relations to 
settle disputes, and creates an extremely serious situa- 
7 oe Truong Sa Archipelago area and the East 
ina 


Since March 1988 to date, with its sense of self-restraint 
and its unswerving stand of respecting the principle of 
non-use of force in international relations, the Vietnam- 
ese Government has on three occasions proposed to the 
Chinese Government the peaceful settlement of the 
differences related to the Truong Sa Archipelago as well 
as other disputes concerning the border and the Hoang 
Sa Archipelago. It also simultaneously proposed that, 
pending negotiations to settle disputes, both sides would 
pledge not to use force to settle disputes and to avoid all 
clashes, so that the situation would not be aggravated. 
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However, the Chinese side rejected the Vietnamese 
side’s proposal for peaceful negotiation and did not reply 
to the Vietnamese side’s proposal for a pledge by both 
sides to refrain from the use of force to settle disputes. 
The situation in the Truong Sa Archipelago area until 
now continues to develop badly. The general public, 
especially in Southeast Asian countries, has expressed 
concern over the dangers that might occur because of 
Beijing’s policy of using force. 


Our Foreign Ministry has clearly pointed out the most 

correct path, that is to peacefully settle the dispute over 

the Truong Sa and Hoang Sa Archipelagoes. Public 

— demands a positive response from the Beijing 
ers. 


Daily Views PRC Strategy in Eastern Sea 
BK260111 Hanoi International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[First part of two-part NHAN DAN 20 April “Article on 
China’s Expansionist Strategy in the East Sea”’] 


[Text] The Seventh National People’s Congress of the 
PRC has decided to establish Hainan Province with the 
inclusion of the Hoang Sa [Paracel] and Truong Sa 
[Spratly] Archipelagoes of Vietnam. This decision is no 
longer an internal affair of China, but an illegal action 
violating the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
another country. A major newspaper of Taiwan, 
(LIANGKE), said on 2 September 1987 that the setting 
up of Hainan Province of China, which is based on an 
expansionist ambition and on an economic motive, has 
created an unstable element to the future political and 
diplomatic development in Southeast Asia. The paper 
said that the strategic importance of this action is equiv- 
alent to China’s sending to Tibet in 1950, which resulted 
in pushing China’s southwestern border to the northern 
area of the Himalaya mountain range. This incident once 
again shows China’s policy of expansion and hegemony 
toward neighboring countries in general and the East Sea 
in particular. 


Under the Tang Dynasty of China, from the year 618 to 
906 A.D., Hainan was a place to detain political prison- 
ers, and the best known prisoner was the poet in the Ling 
Dynasty Su Tungfa, 1036-1101. As Hainan is separated 
from the culture in mainland China and is infested with 
piracy, malaria, and frequent revolts of local tribes, the 
Chinese cannot settle the Hoa people on a large scale. 
The weather there is different from the mainland and 
unfavorable. The underdeveloped economy is also a 
reason for the Hoa people to refuse to settle there. These 
objective reasons have obstructed the Chinese emperors’ 
policy of expansion to the East Sea. That's why in the 
late 19th century and early 20th century the Chinese 
authorities considered Chinese territory as only extend- 
ing from Hainan Island up to the north. Many official 
and unofficial documents up to the 20th century also 
pointed out that Chinese territory only extended to 
Hainan Island. 
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Many Western documents have recorded the incident of 
1895-1896 in which the German ship (Deloner) and the 
Japanese ship (Imejimaru) carrying goods for Britain 
were sunk in the area of the Hoang Sa Archipelago, 140 
nautical miles south of Hainan Island. Chinese from 
Hainan Island had salvaged copper from these ships. 
When the British consulate in Hainan protested against 
this action, the Chinese authorities answered that Hoang 
Sa did not belong to China, so China had no responsi- 
bility there. This shows that the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa 
Archipelagoes do not belong to China. 


Vietnam has actually exercised its sovereignty over these 
two archipelagoes. In 1909, the Chinese began showing 
their ambition on the East Sea. They wanted to push 
their southernmost border line to include both the 
Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes of Vietnam. On 
order from the viceroy of Liang Guang, present Guang- 
dong and Guangxi Provinces, the Chinese Admiral Liao- 
chuen sent two small gunboats to several islets in the 
Hoang Sa Archipelago, but had to withdraw them for the 
archipelago already had its owner. From then the Chi- 
nese had taken actions to claim sovereignty over these 
two archipelagoes in the East Sea. Before they could do 
something, Hainan Island was occupied by the Japanese 
Army from 1939 to 1945. In April 1950, Hainan Island 
was liberated by Beijing. Since then, China’s scheme to 
expand on the East Sea has been pushed up far beyond 
the plan of the previous Chinese regimes. China now 
considers Hainan a springboard to move into the East 
Sea area. 


Conclusion of Article 
BK211318 Hanoi International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Second of two-part NHAN DAN 20 April “Article on 
China’s Expansionist Strategy in the East Sea’’] 


{Text} In 1956, taking advantage of the failure of the 
French Expeditionary Forces in Indochina and while the 
Saigon troops had not yet reached the Hoang Sa [Para- 
cel} Archipelago, China secretly sent troops to occupy 
Phu Lam [Woody] and [words indistinct] Lincoln 
Islands, east of Vietnam's Hoang Sa Archipelago. 


After signing the Shanghai Joint Communique in Janu- 
ary 1974, with U.S. connivance, China, mobilizing a big 
air and naval force, occupied the last group of islands in 
the western part of the Hoang Sa Archipelago, which at 
that time was controlled by the Saigon puppet army. 


Before the 70’s, the economy of Hainan Island was 
underdeveloped. In fact, the Chinese people only 
regarded this as a border region. With ambition of 
expansionism in the East Sea, China built the island into 
an important air and naval base in Southern China while 
developing its economy. At present, China is moderniz- 
ing military forces in Hainan and turning Hoang Sa into 
a military base to threaten Vietnam from the sea. China 
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at the same time consolidated and perfected the admin- 
istrative organizations in the Hoang Sa Archipelago to 
lay the foundation for long-term occupation of this 
island and for the eventual occupation of Vietnam’s 
Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago. 


In early 1987, China modernized its Hainan fleet and 
conducted military exercises from Hainan to Truong Sa. 
Commenting on China’s war game from 16 May to 6 
June 1987, the British Broadcasting Corporation said: It 
would make the Sino-Malaysian and Sino-Indonesian 
relations more complicated. It also confirmed Indone- 
sia’s worry that Beijing, not Moscow, is a real and 
long-term strategic threat to Southeast Asia. Alongside 
military activities and geographic survey in the Truong 
Sa Archipelago of Vietnam, China also prepared the 
juridical act by setting up Hainan Province in August 
1987 with an attempt to legalize China’s occupation of 
Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes of Vietnam. 
Having set the political stage form this act, China 
mobilized a number of warships and destroyers armed 
with missiles from Hainan Island to occupy coral reefs of 
Truong Sa Archipelago of Vietnam. Chinese warships 
sank or set ablaze three Vietnamese freighters in their 
routine activities there and committed barbarous crimes 
against Vietnamese soldiers and people. 


It is obvious that the turning of Hainan Island into a 
province and a special economic zone with inclusion of 
Vietnam’s Truong Sa and Hoang Sa Archipelagoes and 
other brazen acts in the Truong Sa Archipelago are an 
important step taken by China to carry out its expan- 
sionist ambition to the East Sea set forth 37 years ago. 
This decision of China and its use of force to materialize 
its ambition have made world public worry and caused 
indignation among the Vietnamese people. The Viet- 
namese people, who deeply cherish peace and wish to 
solve all regional disputes through peaceful negotiations, 
have strongly condemned China’s predatory acts in the 
Truong Sa Archipelago of Vietnam. 


China To Be ‘Laughingstock’ in Islands Claim 
BK261056 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0015 GMT 25 Apr 88 


(“‘Article” by Nguyen Qui: “China Wields a Knife While 
Saying Prayers”) 


[Text] After grabbing a number of islands belonging to 
Vietnam’s Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago, the Chinese 
authorities have often explained that their activities were 
scientific research conducted entirely for peaceful pur- 
poses. At a press conference held on 20 April, a spokes- 
man for the Chinese Foreign Ministry also whimsically 
stated that there is nothing wrong with these activities. 


Thus, Beijing has cooked up a seemingly harmless and 
virtuous excuse to cover up its illegal act—the act of 
seizing another country’s territory. Beijing’s reason may 
also be considered a new expression that deserves entry 
into the dictionary of terms used by aggressors when 
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Carrying out aggression. For instance, when invading 
Grenada in 1983, the United States cited as an excuse 
the need to protect American residents there. The 
United States itself has time and again resorted to this 
kind of reasoning to justify its aggressive activities in 
Lebanon and now in Panama. In the Persian Gulf 
conflict, it cited as a pretext the need to defend its own 
interests and those of its allies and protect U.S. shipping 
before sending in its naval force and attacking Iran. 


In comparing the reasoning presented by China upon 
invading the Truong Sa Archipelago and starting a 
conflict with Vietnam with that used by the United 
States to justify its wars abroad, we find that they, 
though different in terminology, are in reality one and 
the same. It is merely a false front of virtue and legality 
set up to conceal a criminal and illegal act. 


People wonder why the Chinese authorities used so 
many warships just to conduct scientific research activ- 
ities in the waters of the Truong Sa Archipelago; and why 
their scientists, in carrying out scientific activities 
entirely for peaceful purposes, wore the uniforms of the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army. And everyone 
already knows well the outcome of these scientific 
research activities. They led to conflict and caused 
bloodshed for the Vietnamese. Some 74 Vietnamese 
soldiers are still missing, 3 Vietnamese freighters were 
set afire; and afterward, China obstructed efforts to 
rescue the burning vessels and the wounded and dis- 
tressed. 


Despite all this, however, the Beijing authorities have 
been reiterating the claim that they are conducting such 
activities in the interests of science and for peaceful 
purposes; and they even went to the length of saying that 
there is nothing wrong with these activities. If Beijing 
continues to act that way and goes on with its scientific 
research for peaceful purposes as such without being 
stopped, it is not known how dangerously the situation 
will develop. 


In examining Beijing’s justification, even ordinary peo- 
ple, not to mention international law researchers, can see 
that China was totally at fault in the Truong Sa incident. 
By citing scientific research as an excuse and misusing 
the term of peace, China will not only fail to cover up its 
criminal acts and deceive public opinion, but will also 
turn itself into a laughingstock. The more China issues 
denial and justification, the more it will reveal itself to be 
unjust and, what is more, a vriminal toward the Viet- 
namese people and toward peace and stability in South- 
east Asia. 


CPSU’s Razumovskiy, Nguyen Duc Tam Holds Talks 
BK25 1638 Hanoi VNA in English 1520 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 25—Talks were held here today 
between a delegation of the Communist Party of Viet- 
nam led by Nguyen Duc Tam, Politburo member and 
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secretary of the party Central Committee, and a visiting 
delegation of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
led by G.P. Razumovskiy, alternate Politburo member 
and secretary of the party Central Committee. 


Also present on the Vietnamese side were Nguyen Dinh 
Huong, member of the party Central Committee; Ngu- 
yen Van An, member of the party Central Committee; 
and Nguyen Van Trong, deputy head of the party Central 
Committee’s International Department. 


On the Soviet side also were V.V. Bakatin, member of 
the CPSU Central Committee and secretary of the party 
Committee of Kemerovo Region; V.V. Grigoryev, alter- 
nate member of the CPSU Central Committee and first 
secretary of the party committee of Vichevsk region; and 
Soviet Ambassador to Vietnam D.I. Kachin. During the 
talks, the two sides informed each other of the activities 
of each party, compared notes on important issues of 
mutual concern aimed at strengthening the efficiency of 
the friendship and all-round cooperation between the 
parties and people of Vietnam and the Soviet Union, 
thus actively contributing to the struggle for the mainte- 
nance of peace and security in the region and the world 
as a whole. 


Soviet Envoy Attends Lenin Birthday Fete 
BK221610 Hanoi VNA in English 1529 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA April 22—A talk was held here this 
evening by the Vietnam-USSR Friendship Association 
and the Institute of Marxism-Leninism to mark the 
118th birth anniversary of V.I. Lenin (Aprii 22). 


Dang Huu, member of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
Central Committee and president of the sponsoring 
association; Trinh Ngoc Thai, deputy-head of the Exter- 
nal Relations Commission of the party Central Commit- 
tee; and representatives of the Foreign Ministry, mass 
Organization and offices in Hanoi attended the event. 


Soviet Ambassador D.I. Kachin was also on hand. 


On this occasion, Ambassador Kachin expressed his 
conviction that the solidarity and all-round cooperation 
of the Soviet Union with Vietnam on the basis of 
Leninism will continue to strengthen and develop. 


Also today, the Vietnam-USSR Friendship Association 
and many central and Hanoi organs and mass organisa- 
tions paid floral tribute to Lenin at his monument here. 


Vo Van Kiet Thanks USSR for Construction Aid 
BK260312 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 25 Apr 88 


coe The Ministry of Building solemnly celebrated its 
anniversary in Hanoi on the afternoon of 25 April, 
the Voice of Vietnam reported. A large number of 
representatives of the building sector’s cadres, workers, 
and office employees attended the celebration. 
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Comrade Vo Van Kiet, acting chairman of the Council 
of Ministzrs, gave an address. 


Comrade Phan Ngoc Tuong, minister of building, read a 
report in which he highlighted the great achievements 
recorded by the building sector in production, combat, 
and national construction over the past 30 years. He 
stressed in particular the urgent need to improve the 
quality of construction projects and to pay attention to 
the efficiency of capital construction projects. His report 
also dealt with housing construction and with the reno- 
vation of organization and work style. 


In their addresses, Acting Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers Vo Van Kiet and Comrade Phan Ngoc Tuong 
expressed gratitude for the great assistance given by the 
Soviet Union and other fraternal socialist countries to 
Vietnam in its national construction. 


Radio Cites Report on Kabul Conference 
BK250816 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] According to foreign sources, the international 
conference on the Afghanistan issue closed in Kabul on 
21 April. Delegations from various social organizations 
from Afghanistan, the United States, and the Soviet 
Union attended the conference. 


Speaking at the closing session, Comrade (Muhammad 
Damatpeju), Afghan deputy foreign minister, pointed 
out Afghanistan’s goodwill for peace. He stressed that his 
country’s foreign policy is aimed at consolidating 
national independence, sovereignty, and territorial 
integrity while strengthening friendly relations with all 
countries regardless of their political, social, and eco- 
nomic systems. Afghanistan always supports settling 
disputes by peaceful means. He praised the great Soviet 
assistance for Afghanistan and affirmed that friendly 
relations with the Soviet Union is an important factor in 
Afghanistan’s foreign policy. 


Hanoi Meet Honors Afghan 10th Anniversary 
BK211628 Hanoi VNA in English 1530 GMT 
21 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 2i—A meeting was held at the 
municipal theatre here this evening to mark the 10th anni- 
versary of Afghanistan’s April Revolution (April 27). 


The meeting was sponsored by the Vietnam Fatherland 
Front Central Committee, the People’s Committee of 
Hanoi, the Union of Friendship and Peace Associations, 
and the Vietnam-Afghanistan Friendship Association. 


Present on the Presidium of the meeting were Tran Xuan 
Bach, Politburo member amd secretary of the Commu- 
nist Party of Vietnam Central Committee; Pham The 
Duyet, secretary of C.P.V. Central Committee and pres- 
ident of the Vietnam Federation of Trade Unions; 
Huynh Tan Phat, president of Vietnam Fatherland 
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Front Central Committee; Nguyen Canh Dinh, minister 
of water conservancy and head of the Vietnam-Afghan- 
istan Friendship Association; and others. 


Afghan Ambassador Mohammad Shafi Azimi was on the 
meeting Presidium. 

Speaking on the occasion, Nguyen Canh Dinh put a high 
tribute to the achievements recorded by the Afghan 
people over the past ten years. The Vietnamese people, 
he said, fully advocated a peaceful solution to the 
Afghanistan issue on the basis of respect for the inde- 
pendence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity of 
Afghanistan, and an end to outside interference. The 
documents recently concluded in Geneva are of great 
importance, which lay the legal groundwork for an end to 
the undeclared war launched by hostile forces against the 
Republic of Afghanistan and which are aimed at bring- 
ing peace to the Afghan people. This is the initial 
outcome of the indirect talks over the past six years 
between Afghanistan and Pakistan, and this is also the 
result of the peace initiatives of Afghanistan and the 
Soviet Union, the minister stressed. 


Minister Nguyen Canh Dinh reaffirmed the solidarity 
and unswerving support of the party, government and 
people of Vietnam for the fraternal Afghan people's 
national construction and defence. 


Taking the floor, Ambassador Mohammad Shafi Azimi 
praised the fraternal friendship and cooperation between 
the parties, governments and peoples of Afghanistan and 
Vietnam, which, he said, have been constantly consoli- 
dated and developed since the April Revolution. He 
affirmed that the Afghan people and government fully 
support the peace initiatives and efforts of Vietnam 
aimed at ensuring peace and stability in Indochina and 
Southeast Asia, and at eventually turning the region into 
a zone of peace. 


He said that Afghanistan valued highly the special alliance 
between Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, and Vietnam’s 
internationalist assistance to the Kampuchean people in 
their efforts to defend independence and territorial integ- 
rity. Afghanistan, he said, resolutely condemns all acts of 
aggression and intervention by imperialism against the 
people of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea. 
Afghanistan, Ambassador Mohammad Azimi stressed, 
fully supports the just stance and goodwill attitude of 
Vietnam in seeking to solve its disputes with China over 
the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago through negotiations. 
Reported 
BK220651 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] This evening, a solemn meeting was held at the 
Hanoi municipal theatre by the VFF Central Commit- 
tee, the Vietnam Committee for Solidarity and Friend- 
ship With the Peoples of all Countries, the Hanoi Peo- 
ple’s Committee, and the Vietnam-Afghanistan 
Friendship Association to mark the 10th anniversary of 
Afghanistan’s April Revolution, 27 April 1978-88. 
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Attending the meeting, on the Vietnamese side, were 
Comrades Tran Xuan Bach, Politburo member and CPV 
secretary; Pham The Duyet, CPV Central Committee 

and president of the Vietnam Federation of 
Trade Unions [VFTU}]; Huynh Tan Phat, VFF Central 
Committee president; Nguyen Canh Dinh, CPV Central 
Committee member, minister of water conservancy, and 
chairman of the Vietnam-Afghanistan Friendship Asso- 
ciation; Nguyen Thi Binh, deputy head of the Central 
Committee Foreign Affairs Department and presidium 
member of the Vietnam Committee for Solidarity and 
Friendship With the Peoples of All Countries; Tran Van 
Quang, vice defense minister, Vu Xuan Ang, vice foreign 
minister, and Nguyen Ngoc Le, Hanoi People’s Commit- 
tee vice chairman. 


On the Afghan side were Afghan Ambassador to Viet- 
nam Mohammad Shafi Azimi and represenatatives of 
the diplomatic corps in Hanoi. Also attending the meet- 
ing were large numbers of people from all strata in the 
capital and domestic and foreign newsmen in Hanoi. 


Following the opening speech by Comrade Tran Xuan 
Bach, Comrade Nguyen Canh Dinh delivered a speech 
clearly pointing out the achievements scored by the 
Afghan people since the 1978 April Revolution. He said: 


[Begin Dinh recording] In the spirit of industrious labor 
and courage in combat and production, under the lead- 
ership of the People’s Democratic Party and Govern- 
ment of Afghanistan, and with the great and friendly 
assistance of the Soviet Union and other fraternal social- 
ist countries, the Afghan people have overcome all 
difficulties and ordeals to constantly advance their coun- 
try. In 1986, their total national production increased by 
18 percent, their national income increased by 10 per- 
cent, and their total industrial production over the past 5 
years increased on an average of 9 percent each year. In 
the past 5 years, the state has invested 83 billion afghanis 
in developing the national economy, and achieved 
U.S.$1.4 billion in export value. 


The Afghan Government has thus far opened 25,000 or 
more classrooms, saving 516,000 people from illiteracy. 
Some 703,000 students are attending 1,241 general 
schools. Countrywide, there are now 16 middle voca- 
tional schools, 15 teachers’ colleges, 30 technical work- 
ers’ schools, and 18,000 students attend 5 universities. In 
recent years, 26 public health centers and hospitals have 
been built and the number of doctors has nearly doubled. 
The take-home pay of workers has increased by 19-30 
percent. [end recording] 


Comrade Nguyen Canh Dinh also clearly pointed out the 
victories of the policy of national concord and reconcil- 
iation, which is being implemented by the Afghan party 
and state. He then stressed: 
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(Begin Dinh recording] Vietnam and Afghanistan stand 
together on the front against imperialism and reaction- 
ary forces for the sake of the national independence, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity of each country, and 
for regional peace and stability. 


During the former resistance struggle against U.S. impe- 
rialist aggressors and the present national construction 
and defense, the Vietnamese people received a great deal 
of support from the Afghan Government and people. 
The Vietnamese people are very elated at the fine, 
brilliant development of the relationship between the 
two countries. This relationship has been consolidated 
and developed by the treaty of friendship and coopera- 
tion signed by Comrade Najibullah, general secretary of 
the Afghan People’s Democratic Party, and Comrade 
Nguyen Van Linh, general secretary of the CPV Central 
Committee, on 28 December 1987 in Hanoi. 


Against the background of the current situation, the 
solidarity and close cooperation between Vietnam and 
Afghanistan holds an even greater significance. Together 
with progressive mankind, the Vietnamese people highly 
appraise the achievements recorded by the Afghan peo- 
ple over the past 10 years. The Vietnamese people are 
firmly convinced that the cause of national reconcilia- 
tion for the sake of peace and a happy life for the Afghan 
people will certainly triumph. [applause] [end recording] 


Speaking at the meeting, Afghan Ambassador to Viet- 
nam Mohammad Shafi Azimi once again reaffirmed the 
achievements recorded by the Afghan people over the 
past 10 years and the efforts exerted by the Afghan 
people in the struggle to firmly defend their country. 
Then, the ambassador clearly pointed out the solidarity 
and friendship existing between the two parties, states, 
and peoples of Vietnam and Afghanistan. He said: 


[Begin Azimi recording in Pashto fading into Vietnam- 
ese translation] Dear Vietnamese friends, the heroic 
Vietnamese people over the past many years have cou- 
rageously struggled against imperialism and reactionary 
forces. The invincible Vietnamese people have dealt 
stunning blows to imperialism. More than anyone else, 
the Vietnamese people now clearly understand the 
Afghan people’s just struggle for peace. I would like to 
sincerely express my profound gratitude to the Vietnam- 
ese brothers for their militant solidarity and strong 
support. It should be stressed that the fraternal friend- 
ship and cooperation between our two parties, govern- 
ments, and peoples have constantly developed since the 
April Revolution. 


The visit to Vietnam in late 1987 by a high-ranking 
Afghan party and state delegation led by Comrade Naji- 
bullah, general secretary of the People’s Democratic 
Party and president of the Republic of Afghanistan; the 
signing of the treaty of friendship and cooperation; and 
the total mutual understanding i in the spirit of comrade- 
ship between the two parties’ leaders, Najibullah and 
Nguyen Van Linh, have developed relations between the 
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two countries to a new qualitative stage. Now, the 
comprehensive cooperation between the two parties and 
states, and social organizations is developing well. This 
year, the two countries signed their first trade agreement. 
The Republic of Afghanistan and the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam have always cooperated closely and effec- 
tively with each other in all international organizations. 


The Afghan people and government fully support the 
peace-loving initiative and the SRV’s efforts to safeguard 
peace and stability in Indochina and Southeast Asia, and 
to turn this region into a zone of peace. At the same time, 
Afghanistan highly values the special alliance between 
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, and Vietnam’s interna- 
tionalist assistance to the Cambodian people in their 
efforts to defend independence and territorial integrity. 
We fully support the SRV’s peace-loving proposal for 
settling the disputes related to Vietnam’s Truong Sa 
[Spratly] Archipelago through peaceful negotiations. We 
resolutely condemn all acts of aggression and intervention 
by imperialism against the fraternal peoples of Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia. [applause] [end recording] 


GDR Military Arrives on Visit 
BK240800 Hanoi VNA in English 0725 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


{Text} Hanoi VNA April 24—A delegation of political 
commissars of the National Army of the German Dem- 
ocratic Republic has arrived here for an official friend- 
ship visit to Vietnam at the invitation of the General 
Political Department of the Vietnam People’s Army 
(VPA). The delegation, led by Col. General Horst Bruno, 
member of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) 
Central Committee, deputy defence minister and head of 
the General Political Department of the GDR People’s 
National Army, was welcomed on its arrival by Senior- 
Lieutenant General Nguyen Quyet, secretary of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee and 
head of the General Political Department of the Vietnam 
People’s Army; Lieutenant-General Dang Vu Hieu, dep- 
uty-head of the General Political Department; and other 
high-ranking officers. 


GDR Ambassador to Vietnam Loschner Joachin was 
also present. 


While here, the GDR guests paid tribute to the late 
President Ho Chi Minh at his mausoleum, and visited 
his home and office in Hanoi. 


On 22 April, the GDR military delegation had working 
sessions with a delegation of the VPA political commis- 
sars headed by Senior-Lieutenant General Nguyen 
Quyet. The two sides exchanged experiences in building 
their respective armies politically and ideologically. 


A meeting was held on 23 April at the Anti-Aircraft 
Command by the Vietnamese Defense Ministry in its 
honour. Speaking at the function, Senior-Lieutenant 
General Nguyen Quyet and Col. General Horst Bruno 
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praised the fine relations between the two parties, two 
states and two armies of Vietnam and the GDR. They 
wished the militant solidarity and fraternal friendship 
between the peoples and armies of the two countries 
further consolidation and development. 


Foreign Minister Ends Visit to Malaysia 
BK231531 Hanoi VNA in English 1513 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text} Hanoi OANA/VNA April 23—Vice Foreign Min- 
ister Tran Quang Co left Kuala Lumpur on April 22, 
concluding his visit to Malaysia. 


Earlier on April 20, he was received by Malaysian 
Foreign Minister Abu Hassan Omar. 


Tran Quang Co handed to the Malaysian foreign minis- 
ter a letter from Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, and 
informed him of the developments in the Truong Sa 
(Spratly) Archipelago of Vietnam and its stance on the 
issue. 


Speaking on the occasion, Foreign Minister A.H. Omar, 
said that Malaysia advocates the solving of all disputes 
through peaceful negotiations and wihout resort to force. 


The two sides discussed their bilaterial relations and 
regional issues of common concern. 


Before leaving on the morning of April 22, Tran Quang 
Co called a press conference in which he brought out 
Vietnam’s stance in solving the disputes over the Truong 
Sa Archipelago, and the identity of views between Viet- 
nam and Maiaysia on the solving of the problem. Tran 
Quang Co also clarified Vietnam’s good will in searching 
for a solution to the Kampuchean problem. 


Defense Minister Greets DPRK Army Day 
BK241528 Hanoi VNA in English 1454 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 24—Defence Minister Gen. Le 
Duc Anh has extended warm greetings to his DPRK 
counterpart Vice-Marshal O Chin-u on the 56th found- 
ing anniversary of the DPRK People’s Army (April 25). 


Le Duc Anh expressed in his message of greetings the full 
support of the Vietnamese people and Army for the Korean 
people’s struggle for peace, and national unification. 


“May the friendship between the peoples and Armies of 
Vietnam and the DPRK be further consolidated and 
developed,” the message concludes. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 
CEMA Conference in Ho Chi Minh City 
BK231533 Hanoi VNA in English 1511 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


{Text} Hanoi VNA April 23—The 39th conference of the 
Shipowners’ Organization of the Council of Mutual 
Economic Assistancce (CEMA) member countries has 
been held in Ho Chi Minh City. 


The couference decided, among other things, to further 
help Vietnam in developing cargo transport and other 
maritime services by making more investments to ship 
equipment, buying new vessels, improving handling 
facilities at ports and training personnel. 


CPV Approves Delegations’ Activities Abroad 
BK220510 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 


2300 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The CPV Secretariat heard Comrade Tran Xuan 
Bach’s report on the results of the conference of secre- 
taries in charge of external affairs of socialist countries’ 
communist and workers parties, held in Cuba, as well as 
Comrade Dao Duy Tung’s report on the results of the 
conference of secretaries in charge of ideological work of 
socialist countries’ communist and workers parties, held 


in Mongolia. 


The party Central Committee Secretariat approved the 
assessments and evaluations made on the international 
situation in connection with external affairs and ideolog- 
ical work as pointed out in the press communiques of the 
above two conferences; endorsed the policies and mea- 
sures agreed upon to increase coordination among the 
fraternal parties in the field of ideology and in the 
struggle for peace and socialism and strengthen solidar- 
ity with the struggle of peoples in various countries for 
independence, democracy, and social progress; and 
approved the activities of the two CPV delegations at the 
above conferences. 


April Issue of TAP CHI CONG SAN Reviewed 
BK251500 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1000 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Summary] The April 1988 issue of TAP CHI CONG 
SAN begins with the “full text” of the CPV Central 
Committee Secretariat's directive on tasks of TAP CHI 
CONG SAN journal. 


Next is an article by Senior General Le Duc Anh, 
Minister of National Defense entitled “Heighten Vigi- 
lance to Consolidate National Defense and Security.” 
The article comprehensively analyses schemes carried 
out by imperialism led by the U.S. imperialists to “fran- 
tically oppose and sabotage socialism to eliminate it by 
resorting to all types of war plans ranging from wars of 
aggression and sabotage to the cold war and economic 
blockade, inciting rebellion, overthrow and so forth.” 
Dealing with Vietnam, the article says: “Since our 1975 
victory, imperialism in collusion with expansionist 
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forces has consistently carried out a hostile policy against 
Vietnam. They waged two wars of aggression at the 
southwestern and northern border areas in 1976 and 
1979. Foiled in their attempts, they resorted to the 
multifaceted war of sabotage with the aim of weakening 
our country and forcing our people to submit.” The 
article stresses that in the face of this situation, the entire 
party, people, and the armed forces must positively and 
urgently strengthen national defense and security to cope 
with all circumstances created by the enemy. 


Next comes an article by Prof Colonel General Hoang 
Minh Thao entitled: “Some Current Basic Military 
Viewpoints of the Party,” dealing with the people’s war 
for national defense as described in the party’s general 
viewpoints on the political and socioeconomic domain 
and so forth. This article is aimed at providing readers 
with a “profound understanding” of the party’s military 
line, thereby contributing to fulfilling the task of foiling 
the enemy’s multifaceted war of sabotage. 


Next is an article by Comrade Le Dinh Nghia, deputy 
head of the border committee attached to the Council of 
Ministers, entitled “Beijing’s Obsolete Gunboat Policy,” 
denouncing “Chinese acts of violation to Vietnam’s 
territorial integrity in areas of Truong Sa [Spratly] archi- 
pelago during the past period.” The article exposes 
Beijing’s groundless allegations on the so-called “Chi- 
nese sovereignty over the Hoang Sa [Paracel] and Truong 
Sa archipelagoes,” and says: “These allegations only 
expose their expansionist ambition. Their acts to claim 
sovereignty are illegal acts of violence which are in 
essence acts of aggression.” The article further says: “In 
face of the Chinese power-holders’ obsolete gunboat 
policy, Vietnam has persistently maintained a policy of 
advocating talks and negotiations to solve all outstand- 
ing problems, including the conflict over the two archi- 
pelagoes with a sincere aspiration to restore the Viet- 
namese-Chinese traditional friendship. Thus far, 
however, the Chinese power-holders have stubbornly 
clung to their stance of a strong nation, rejecting all our 
peace initiatives and continuing their hegemonist policy 
by force. This situation in the East Sea will further 
develop in a complicated manner.” 


Touching on economic topics, the journal publishes an 
article by Comrade Che Viet Tan, deputy head of the 
party Central Committee Economics and Planning 
Department entitled “Some Viewpoints on Commodity 
Production Development in Our Country,” analyzing 
different characteristics and activities of economy of 
goods under socialist and capitalist regimes and discusss- 
ing key aspects, renovation, and development of the 
economy of goods in our country. 


This is followed by an article by Professor Tran Ngoc 
Hien entitled: “Relations of Goods and Money to the 
Renovation of Economic Management Mechanism in 
Our Country,” dealing with the application of goods and 
money relations to building the management mechanism 
at basic economic units; and an article by Comrade 
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Hoang Manh Tuan entitled “‘Strengthen Management of 
Product Quality,” dealing with the alarmingly poor 
quality of products in our country, pointing out short- 
comings, and suggesting measures to improve the quality 
of commodities. 


In its “Study and Exchange Views” section, the journal 
Carries an article by Comrade Vu Cao Dam entitled 
“Enhance the Efficacy of the State Management Machin- 
ery,” and an article by Comrade Nguyen Van Huy on 
state management and the economy, dealing with rela- 
tions between functions of the economic administrative 
management and business management. 


Starting with this issue, the journal introduces detail of a 
discussion at the “roundtable conference” organized by 
the TAP CHI CONG SAN editorial staff under the 
theme “Our Literature and Arts Have Been Renewed in 
the Cause of the Party Renovation.” 


In its “Ideological Activities” section, the journal carries 
an article by Nguyen Chinh criticizing errors in the 
cadre-related task. 


The journal’s “Letters to the Editorial Staff,” section 
carries letters from readers expressing concern over 
various pressing socioeconomic problems of the country. 


In its “International Column” section, the journal car- 
ries an article by Tran Thanh on the Third World 
countries’ struggle against the background of the new 
politicoeconomic situation in the world; and an article 
by Nguyen Anh Tuan on new economic era of the world. 


Finally, in the “Through Books and Newspapers of 
Fraternal Countries” section, the journal introduces an 
article on education of democracy, dealing with issues 
concerning democracy and discussion, democracy and 
Openness, democracy and initiatives, and democracy 
and the individual, generally reviewed from various 
articles published in Soviet newspapers. 


Chemical Corps Wartime Deeds Recounted 
BK221421 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1400 GMT 18 Apr 88 


[Article by Chemical Corps Commander Nguyen Tien 
Phat: “The Chemical Corps Is Now 30 Years Old”] 


[Text] With the art of leadership over the revolutionary 
war, shortly after the victory of the resistance against the 
French, our party and Uncle Ho decided to form a 
Chemical Corps in the VPA with the aim of turning it 
into a regular and modern Army. Thus, 19 April 1958 
became the Chemical Corps’ traditional day. 


Over the past 30 years, the Chemical Corps has always 
fulfilled its assignments and gradually developed in 
numerous aspects. In the anti-U.S. struggle for national 
salvation, the Chemical Corps satisfactorily performed 
the function of directing and organizing activities to 
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protect our Armed Forces and people against toxic 
chemicals. Braving dangers, many teams of chemical 
cadres turned up at various battlefields or traveled to 
far-away and remote areas to guide soldiers and the local 
people in the methods of combating toxic chemicais. 
Many establishments manufacturing chemical control 
equipment were set up and thousands of metric tons of 
chemical control equipment were produced and 
promptly delivered to the Armed Forces. 


Work related to mass chemical prevention and control, 
which gradually took shape, especially during the anti- 
U.S. struggle for national salvation, and helped to over- 
come part of the diificulties arising from the enemy’s use 
of toxic chemicals during the war, thus ensuring combat 
victories. Meanwhile, by using the number of improved 
missiles in conformity with combat conditions and tac- 
tics, various chemical units fighting on the many battle- 
fields were able to annihilate a great deal of the enemy’s 
vital force and destroy large quantities of enemy war 
materiel and equipment. 


Hundreds of units and individuals of the corps earned 
honorable distinctions from the party, state, and Army. 
Comrade Hoang Van Ve, a flamethrower, was awarded 
the People’s Armed Forces Hero title. 


In countering the war of destruction waged by the U.S. 


the damage caused by enemy 
chemical bombs and shells, effectively developed the use 
of smokescreens as and coordinated with 
other Army units and the militia and self-defense forces to 
protect many important economic and national defense 
targets. Typical of this was the 92d Detachment which, 
together with other units, safely protected the Yen Phu 
power plant, thus maintaining the supply of electricity in 
the capital. The detachment was awarded the Military 
Exploit Order by the state for its achievements. 


In the course of fighting, many noble and fine examples 
of revolutionary heroism were exhibited. Typical of 
these was fallen hero Vang Lay Mong, the valiant chem- 
ical combatant who, amid enemy bombing and strafing 
raids, climbed up a bridge to start the smoke-triggering 
device by hand to implement the camouflage smoke- 
screen when the electric triggering system malfunc- 
tioned. 


Working side by side with the People’s Air Defense 
Committees, Ali People’s Chemical Control Committees 
played an active role in providing guidance for chemical 
control activities and preparing equipment for the con- 
trol of enemy napalm bombs, thus stabilizing the pro- 
duction and combat situation in localities. 


Because of achievements In the anti-U.S. war for 
national salvation, the chemical corps has been awarded 
the Ho Chi Minh Order by the state. From its abundant 
experience in the anti-U.S. war, the chemical corps has 
created a motto advocating that chemical prevention 
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must have a broad mass basis and must involve positive 
efforts to build backbone units with high technical skills, 
to firmly grasp the corp’s fundamental functions of 
taking preventive measures against and fighting the 
enemy, and to gear oneself to particular conditions in 
coordinating and guiding activities with the use of vari- 
OuSs positive measures. 


Developing the experiences learned during the war for 
national defense, various chemical detachments of the 
2d Military Region and those directly subordinate to the 
Chemical Corps Command have fought various battles 
and have scored many achievements. All of the detach- 
ments have been commended and rewarded for their 
combat achievements and there exist many good exam- 
ples of heroic, resourceful, and creative combat. Typical 
is Vo Hung Cuong, who was awarded combat exploit 
medals for both the combat operations in which he took 
part. He was one of the three representatives of the 
Army’s youth union sent to attend the | 2th International 
Youth Festival in Moscow and was elected to the Ho Chi 
Minh Communist Youth Union Central Committee at 
the Fifth National Youth congress. Thanks to its new 
combat achievements combined with its i 
achievements in unit building and combat, the H-01 
Group has been awarded the title Heroic Unit of the 
People’s Armed Forces. 


Incorporating national defense with economic construc- 
tion, the chemical corps has employed its skills and 
specialized equipment to join with other forces in extin- 
guishing an underground fire at the Thong Nhut coal 
mine in Quang Ninh Province, saving millions of tons of 
coal for the fatherland. With its reasonable and very 
economical measures, it has participated in eradicating 
chlorides deposited dipsatea in Thuan Hai, in repairing 
(equipment) for the Bim Son cement factory, and in 
producing activated charcoal. In particular, the corps has 
undertaken a project for the research and manufacture of 
a gas mask. This type of gas mask, reportedly suitable to 
the Vietnamese physique, has been made from raw 
materials available locally. This is a contribution to 
ensuring labor safety for workers. 


Taking up and developing the revolutionary tradition of 
our armed forces, over the past 30 years of unit building, 
the chemical corps has achieved gradual growth and has 
developed, improved, and accumulated a great deal of 
experience in combat and unit building. Today, the 
corps has had a relatively perfect organizational system 
ranging from its leadership organ to its research estab- 
lishments, a system of various institutes and training 
schools, and the many specialized detachments which, 
with their relatively uniform equipment, are ready to 
meet the demands of their tasks. A contingent of com- 
mand and technical cadres has been built with many 
comrades having good experience and fairly good skills. 
Thus, the corps has built for itself a basis with which to 
acquire scientific knowledge and expand its force when 
necessary. 


ments and does not match the time and energy invested. 
In order to fulfill its duties during the new revolutiona y 
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[Text] To institutionalize the Sixth CPV Central Com- 
mittee Third Plenum resolution on the state 
and to further carry out renovation of the 
and business management system of sta 
grass-roots economic units, on 14 November 1987 the 
Council of Ministers issued Decision No 217-HDBT 


tation of state plans in 1988, the Su That Publishing 
House, in coordination with the office of the Council of 
Ministers and the Central Institute of Research on 
Economic Management, has published a book entitled: 
“Decision No 217-HDBT and Guidance on its Imple- 
mentation.” 


The book has the following contents: 

—Address by Comrade General Secretary Nguyen Van 
Linh at the Third Plenum of the Sixth Party Central 
Committee; 

—Addresses by Comrade Pham Hung, member of the 
Political Bureau and chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters, and Comrade Tran Duc Luong, member of the 
party Central Committee and vice chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, at the conference of cadres for the 
study of Decision No 217-HDBT; 
—Decision No 217-HDBT; 

—The policy on switching activities of the grain and 
supply sectors to the capitalist business accounting sys- 


tem, 

—Circulars issued by the various ministries and sectors 
and by the State Planning Commission; the State Price 
Commission; the Vietnam State Bank; the Ministry of 
Finance; the Ministry of Supply; the Ministry of Foreign 
Trade; the Ministry of Home Trade; the Ministry of 
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Labor, War Invalids, and Social Welfare; and the State 
Economic Arbitration Committee providing 
on the implementation of Decision No 217-HDBT. 


CPV Journal on Socioeconomic Development 
BK200725 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
Feb 88 pp 1-7 


[Editorial: “Major Guiding Concepts for the 1986-90 
$-Year and 1988 Socioeconomic Development Plans” — 
passages in boldface as published] 


[Text] The sixth party congress has set forth the general 
tasks and objectives to be achieved in the remaining 
years of the initial stage as follows: “It is necessary to 
stabilize the overall socioeconomic situation and con- 
tinue to create the necessary premises for accelerating 
socialist industrialization in the subsequent stage.” The 
congress has also set forth the followirs five concrete 


new relations a step further so they can 
match with the quality and of production forces; 
attention must be paid to ing good social changes; 


and it is important to guarantee cond‘tions for the 
consolidation of national defense and security. 


The 1986-90 5-year plan is a very important step in 
implementing the above tasks. As the results t 
about by the implementation of the 1986-87 plan are 
poor, no quick socioeconomic progress has been made 
and the tasks for the remaining 3 years still remain very 
heavy, difficult, and complicated. By carrying out the 


determination in order to help our country solve its 
difficult problems and move forward steadily... 


The following tasks have been set forth by the fourth 
Sed tae te aad TUK MU con on to 
and 


To this end, the resolution of the party Central Commit- 
tee plenum has also stressed the importance of efforts to 
vigorously develop commodity production, increase 
labor output, promote product quality, and improve 
economic efficiency. It is of primary importance to 
concentrate efforts on implementating the three major 
economic programs, especially the grain and food pro- 
gram. The key measures to be adopted are as follows: 
vigorous shifting of economic operations to socialist 
business accounting, wide application of scientific and 
technological innovations; shaping of correct policies for 
helping all economic elements bring into full play their 
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production capabilities and satisfactorily settle all prob- 
lems concerning profits and gains so they can initiate a 
movement for creative work and enhance economic 
efficiency; and improvement of work organization and 
cadres. 


The content of the socioeconomic plan for the next 3 
years must reflect the following major guiding principles: 


1. The three major economic programs must be considered 
as the hardcore of this sociceconomic plan. The reason is 
that these programs will help meet the basic demands for 
grain and food, essential consumer products, and other 
urgent daily requirements of the laboring people. It is 
necessary to promptly increase the export index, to 
satisfactorily implement the commitments made with 
other countries, and to broaden our economic relations 
with the Soviet Union and the socialist community, as 
well as with other countries. 


While working on planning or guidance over project 
implementation, we must take into account such mate- 
rial conditic::: as capital, material, and energy and must 
promptly work out appropriate policies for ensuring 
effective implementation of the three economic pro- 
grams and for a substantial increase in food supplies, 
consumer products, and export goods. 


As far as the grain and food program is concerned, special 
attention must be given to satisfactorily implementing 
the following five important measures: 


— It is necessary to correctly determine the areas for the 
cultivation of food crops. If we want to help create varied 
sources of food and commodity supply for the state, we 
must necessarily give more materials and capital to the 
Mekong River Delta, the country’s largest targeted rice- 
growing area, the Red River Delia, and other high-yield 
rice-growing areas throughout the country. In case local 
conditions are unfavorable for the cultivation of food 
crops or if the output of food crop cultivation proves to 
be poor, then we must boldly change our cultivation 
patterns and work on other projects in order to have 
enough products to exchange for food. It is important for 
us to resolutely combat the practice of destroying forests 
and industrial crops in order to solve our food problems. 


—The material-technical bases for agriculture must be 
strengthened. It is necessary to increase the usage effi- 
ciency of existing water conservancy projects, make 
more investments in water conservancy, supply ade- 
quate fuel and energy on time for irrigation and drainage 
activities, and shift water conservancy services to eco- 
nomic accountability through the signing of contracts 
with producers. Along with promoting wide application 
of stable manure and organic fertilizers of various types, 
the state must see to it that chemical fertilizers and 
insecticides are supplied in adequate amounts, according 
to crop cultivation schedules, and in a convenient man- 
ner for agricultural production, considering this a factor 
deciding th~ success of grain production. 
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—-We must broadly apply technological advances that 
have been proven to enhance efficiency in the use of 


supplies and increase productivity, quality, and effi- 
ciency of crops and livestocks. It is necessary to widely 
use newly developed rice strains and corn varieties that 
give high yields and potato varieties less susceptible to 
diseases; to change the crop allocation pattern to suit 
areas of different ecological conditions; and to establish 
a technical seed system to ensure the availability of good 
and quality seed in adequate amounts for production 
and cull out degenerate seed. Attention must be given to 
improving weather forecasting work in support of pro- 
duction. 


—We must really shift the operation of the grain service 
te socialist business to meet the three requirements, 
namely economical use of grain, reduction of grain 
shortages, and elimination of subsidization for business 
losses; promote the processing of grain; and gradually 
change the composition of the diet. Efforts must be made 
to control the greater part of society's marketable grain 
with which to meet the demands of the state sector. 


—Policies toward agriculture and peasants must be reno- 
vated in a comprehensive and uniform manner in order to 
release rural production forces in the spirit of the Sixth 
Party Congress resolution and the party Central Com- 
mittee’s Second Plenum resolution. It is necessary to 
satisfactorily resolve the relationship between the state 
and peasants; besides taxes which are the only manda- 
tory obligation, 2] exchanges shall be made in the form 
of commercial deals based on the working of the law of 
value. This relationship must be by mutual 
agreement between the buyer and the seller with true 
equality being upheld and the imposition of “supple- 
mentary taxes” on peasants by any sectors and echelons 
eliminated. On the other hand, it is necessary to satis- 
factorily resolve the relations within the cooperative 
along the line of perfecting the mechamism of end- 
product contracts and improving the accountability and 
distribution of income in order to arouse the peasants’ 
enthusiasm for labor. 


—Regarding the consumer goods program, the decisive 
factor is to concentrate efforts on solving the two issues 
of raw material and policies along the line of broadly and 
permanently making use of the various economic com- 
ponents, treating them equally, and properly resolving 
the purchase of supplies and sale of products in accor- 
dance with commercial principles and without discrim- 
ination. To exploit the sources of raw material from 
agriculture and the marine products sector to effectively 
support the processing industry we must guarantee 
proper and equal relations between industry and agricul- 
ture and between production and processing, and ensure 
that contracts on the purchase and sale of supplies and 
raw material shall be signed directly between the two 
parties in accordance with the procedures and prices 
agreea upon. Besides raw material imported from social- 
ist countries, additional foreign currency should be used 
to import supplies from the capitalist market; and it is 
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necessary to broadly accept production work on labor 
contracts or cooperate in production with foreign coun- 
tries, considering this an extremely important orienta- 
tion for many years to come. 


Regarding the exports program, an important task is to 
reorganize the production oi export goods, concentrating 
capital and supplies on commodities of high economic 
efficiency, on areas for specialized crop cultivation, and 
on key export items; and to rearrange export-import 
Organizations in order to reduce intermediary links and 
put an end to competitive buying and selling practices. It 
is necessary to renovate the mechanism for purchasing 
goods for export, according to which the state will 
purchase goods for export at real market prices and sell 
supplies also at real market prices to create a relationship 
showing the correspondence of values. In this way, it will 
be possible to eliminate the use of foreign currency in 
buying and selling transactions at home and limit the 
subsidization of losses in imports; and at the same time, 
to successfully round up the sources of goods destined 
for delivery to various countries. 


The development of production must necessarily go 
along with rearranging production, renovating the struc- 
ture of production, resolutely concentrating on the major 
products and targeted areas, and opposing the method of 
spreading out evenly. We must very attentively empha- 
size productivity, quality, and efficiency; and shift from 
development in width alone to development in both 
width and depth, and from merely quantitative develop- 
ment to both quantitative .nd qualitative development. 
All that does not bring about realistic results must be 
necessarily rearranged. 


Generally speaking, the implementation of the three 
major economic programs—of which the grain and food 
products program is the number one—cannot be sepa- 
rated from the building of a comprehensively developed 
agriculture in the direction of manufacturing goods, nor 
can it be separated from such other economic objectives 
as relevantly developing the various branches of heavy 
industry and the infrastructures, especially the commu- 
nication and transportation sector and other cultural and 
social sectors. This knowledge is very important since it 
guides us in formulating a “targeted” and “oriented” 
socioeconomic plan that can be made uniform and 
harmonious in all fields, trades, and jobs. 


2. We must resolutely shift economic activities to socialist 
accounting and business by positive, steady, and practi- 
cally effective steps and on the strength of uniform 
projects, including pilot projects, in order to advance 
toward stabilizing the situation of distribution and cir- 
culation, accelerate the development of production, 
increase productivity, quality, and effectiveness; consol- 
idate and expand the socialist economy, guarantee the 
relations between industry and agriculture and between 
accumulation and consumption, and ensure the three 
interests. 
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We must renovate the price determination and manage- 
ment system, promptly establish the one-business price 
system, correctly and adequately calculate the “input” 
while satisfactorily handling the “output,” and resolutely 
struggle to gradually stabilize prices. We must overcome 
all troubles and obstacles, ensure smooth circulation of 
goods, gradually s:abilize the socioeconomic relations, 
and most importantly, establish rational and stabilized 
trade relations between the state and peasants to ensure 
that peasants can receive production means and con- 
sumer goods at stabilized prices without any trouble 
while the state can firmly control grain, and agricultural 
products and goods. We must revamp the system and 
change the procedures for material supply along the lines 
of shifting to cost-accounting and business transactions, 
and eliminate all unnecessary intermediary links. We 
must apply the system of cost-accounting and business to 
the communication and transportation sector, gradually 
eliminate losses, and advance toward making profits. We 
must engage the sectors of trade, food, banking, export- 
import, etc. in true business. We must transform and 
managerially control the market in a truly effective 
manner, and enable the socialist trade to run good 
business and control over a larger part of the social 
market in an increasingly better manner, thus helping 
stabilize prices and support production and life. 


Measures must be taken to redistribute national income, 
especially to quickly increase the revenues for the state 
budget on the basis of developing and increasing produc- 
tion and business results, and raise the norm for mobiliz- 
ing national income into the state budget. Consumption 
must be confined within our production capability so that 
we will not make inroads into loans and fixed assets while 
gradually creating capital accumulation from within the 
economy itself. We must economize on expenses and limit 
the advance toward stopping the issuance of banknotes to 
cover budgetary expenses. We must struggle to gradually 
increase investments and reorganize the investment struc- 
ture to ensure practicaly results. 


3. We must strengthen the state and collective economies, 
enable the socialist economic component to manifest its 
superiority; and bring into full play all the potentials of 
other economic components to serve production and life. 


State-owned establishments should rapidly switch over 
to socialist business accountability in order to raise the 
capacity usage coefficient and economic efficiency and 
guarantee profitable operation, thus increasing the accu- 
mulation of capital for the state. Management organs at 
the directly higher echelon should decide to either dis- 
solve or transfer to other forms of ownership production 
and business units which have run up losses for pro- 
longed periods and are unable to consolidate themse!ves 
for profitable operation. Attention should be given to 
consolidating and strengthening state farms, state for- 
ests, state-owned marine and maritime products estab- 
lishments, and other state-owned economic units in 
agriculture, forestry, and fishery to satisfactorily carry 
out production, processine, and service activities in 
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support of other economic components. The consolida- 
tion and expansion of the collectivized economy must be 
aimed at boosting production and enhancing economic 
efficiency; and this must proceed in strict accordance 
with the principles of free will, mutual benefit, and 
democratic management. The state encourages and 
acknowledges the existence in the long term and positive 
effect of the family-based economy, the individual econ- 
omy, and the private production and service economy; 
and protects the rights to ownership and inheritance as 
well as the legitimate income of citizens who operate 
such economic units. It recognizes the status as legal 
entities of these units and guarantees their equitable 
position in production and business before the law. 


Generally speaking, we must fully understand the spirit 
by which it is necessary to develop to a high degree the 
efficiency of any economic component that can turn out 
more profitable products while ceaselessly consolidating 
and strengthening the socialist economic sector. 


4. Social tasks must be given due attention. Above all, it 
is necessary to create employment for millions of iabor- 
ers who are not now holding steady jobs by broadly 
utilizing the capabilities of all economic components to 
draw the workforce into the various artisan and handi- 
crafts branches and trades in the cities as well as in the 
countryside, exploiting land resources in each locality 
and the new economic zones, expanding the service 
sector, building the infrastructure, sending laborers to 
work abroad in cooperation with foreign countries... 


Along with generating employment, special attention 
should be focused on educational, public health, cultural, 
and other activities that are closely related to the life of 
the laboring people. Against a social background that is 
both diverse and complicated, efforts must be concen- 
trated on carrying out at all costs the following tasks: 


—Overcome negative phenomena, realize social justice, 
and combat the acquisition of nonlabor income through 
corruption and the abuse of position and authority as 
well as the lack of irresponsibility that incurs waste of 
state property and causes dissatisfaction among the 


people. 


—Restore and maintain social order and discipline, 
broadly popularize the law, and develop the habit of 
acting in accordance with the law. All cases involving 
violation of the law that have been discovered must be 
promptly dealt with in a strict and just manner in realiza- 
tion of the principle that all are equal before the law. 


—Respect the suggestions of cadres and people and 
social opinions in the process of studying and organizing 
the implementation of policies, and make use of the 
mass media to enhance openness and democracy, espe- 
cially as concerns issues directly related to the interests 
of the broad segments of the people. 
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—Review the law and regulations currently in force, 
formulate policies and systems designed to broaden the 
authority and responsibility of cultural and social 
branches, and create the conditions for these branches to 
generate their own sources of revenue to partially meet 
their operating costs. Suitable perferential treatment 
policies should be adopted toward cultural and social 
workers in order to stimulate their professional zeal, 
creativity, and satisfaction. 


—Provide better care for the life of cadres, workers, and 
state employees, first of all those serving in the public 
health and education sectors; and, at the same time, 
reserve appropriate capital investments for preventing 
the facilities of these sectors from becoming degraded as 
they are now. Besides capital investments provided by 
the central government, the capabilities of the localities 
and the people must be mobilized for this extremely 
important undertaking. Close attention must be attached 
to qualitatively improving the operation of the public 
health and education sectors to better serve the people’s 
material and spiritual life. 


5. We must meet the demands for consolidating national 
defense and security, first of all the ongoing demands 
concerning life and other activities of the Armed Forces. 
All sectors and localities must fully carry out the tasks 
entrusted by the state in connection with the production 
and delivery of supplies and goods for national defense 
purposes. Supply organs of the Army must ensure that 
supplies and goods are delivered to each unit and each 
combatant in accordance with the prescribed standards 
and quantitative norms, and that suitable supply meth- 
ods are devised in support of units stationed along the 
border and on off-shore islands. It is necessary to orga- 
nize even more satisfactorily production and economic 
construction activities for soldiers to contribute to build- 
ing the material-technical bases for national defense and 
the economy, partially meet the demands of the Armed 
Forces, and offer additional goods for social consump- 
tion and export. 


6. Preparations must be made for the 1991-95 5-Year Plan 
for Socioeconomic Development. To achieve the fixed 
targets mentioned above also means to prepare and build 
the momentum for upward development under the 
1991-95 plan. On the other hand, it is necessary to 
urgently make satisfactory and precise preparations for 
the building of industrial, agricultural, and communica- 
tion and transport projects during the 1991-95 period. In 
particular, we must proceed with studying socioeco- 
nomic strategies and long-term plans; work out programs 
for long-term cooperation with the Soviet Union, other 
members of CEMA, and with Laos and Cambodia; and 
strive to broaden cooperation with other countries. 


These guiding concepts must be reflected right in the 
Socioeconomic Pian for 1988, a year of great significance 
toward the realization of the tasks set for the 3 years 
1988-90, so as to bring about the following vigorous 
changes: 
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—Achieve a grain output of 19 million tonnes and 
increase the value of consumer goods output by 12.5 
percent and the value of exports by 17.6 percent over 
1987 in an effort to better resolve the problems of grain 
and food, consumer goods, and export products. Also, it 
is necessary to effectively carry out programs of eco- 
nomic cooperation with the Soviet Union and broaden 
external economic relations. 


—Shift economic activities to socialist economic 
accountability and guarantee the productivity, quality, 
and efficiency of production and business activities. 
Efforts should be made to bring into play the positive 
capabilities of the various economic components in the 
fields of production and services, continue wih socialist 
transformation, and tighten market management. Poli- 
Cies on distribution and circulation should be renovated 
in order to accelerate the development of production, 
ensure the efficiency of business activities, and reduce 
the difficulties facing the life of the laboring people. On 
this basis, we will proceed step by step toward stabilizing 
prices, reducing the budget deficit, and limiting the 
issuance of cash to cover budget and credit expenditures. 


—Vigorously develop scientific-technological activities 
see! introduce advanced technology into production and 
usiness. 


—Resolve a number of pressing problems concerning 
education, public health, and culture. 


—Rearrange a step further the party and state appara- 
tuses and mass organizations from the central to grass- 
roots level, improve the efficacy of the apparatuses, 
streamline state management organs, drastically reduce 
intermediary levels, and cut down on administrative 
staff. Also, it is necessary to urgently consolidate produc- 
tion and business organizations and select capable and 
qualified cadres for appointment to necessary positions. 


—Link the settlement of socioeconomic issues with the 
major campaign to purify the party, cleanse ‘1e state 
apparatus, and make social relations healthy; broaden 
socialist democracy and strengthen the socialist legal 
system; and initiate a revolutionary movement among 
people of all strata to restore order and discipline in 
socioeconomic life. 


Correctly observing and satisfactorily incorporating the 
above guiding concepts in the spirit of the resolution of 
the Fourth Plenum of the party Central Committee (sixth 
term) into the overall plan for the national economy as 
well as into the specific plans of each sector and echelon 
are practical conditions for stabilizing by an important 
step the socioeconomic situation and consequently, 
restoring confidence, and making social life healthy to 
create favorable premises for steady advancement. 
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Nguyen Khanh Attends Health Program Meeting 
BK260628 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] The Central Steering Committee for the 
Expanded Vaccination Program recently met with vari- 
Ous sectors, mass organizations, and provincial and city 
people’s committees to discuss measures to effectively 
implement the 1988-89 expanded vaccination program. 


Comrade Nguyen Khanh, member of the CPV Central 
Committee and vice chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters, and Hanoi-based representatives from WHO and 
UNICEF attended. 


In the 1987-88 vaccination year, only slightly over 50 
percent of children throughout the country were inocu- 
lated, a figure far below target. The Central Steering 
Committee decided to launch in April the 1988-89 
expanded vaccination program nationwide, striving to 
inoculate 80 percent of children in the age bracket 
covered by the program and to reduce the number of 
victims of the six common children’s diseases to 40 
percent compared to the 1976-80 period. 


Vo Nguyen Giap at Education Trade Union Congress 
BK220904 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] On 20-21 April 1988, the ninth congress of 
Vietnam education trade unions was held in Hanoi to 
discuss measures designed chiefly to effect democracy 
and care for the livelihood of teachers. Attending the 
congress were Comrades Vo Nguyen Giap and Pham 
The Duyet. 


The gravely difficult socioeconomic situation of the past 
has created negative phenomena which greatly affect the 
school system and teachers, with tens of thousands of 
teachers going into early retirement and thousands of 
others leaving their jobs. The number of those doing so is 
now tending to increase. Inequity in the social position 
of teachers and the lack of democracy in education also 
present urgent problems that need to be solved. 


At the congress, the delegates openly discussed many 
issues and made many petitions in connection with the 
settlement of the two urgent problems currently facing 
the education sector. As an immediate step, the sector 
must effect democracy within the school system and 
promote the emulation movement for two aspects of 
excellence in order to bring into play the potentials for 
creative labor of the contingent of teaching cadres, 
consolidate the school system, and enhance the quality 
of education. All this is in effect aimed at realizing the 
motto of letting teachers know, discuss, work, and 
inspect while the trade unions step up efforts to care for 
the material and spiritual life of the contingent of 
teaching cadres and protect their legitimate interests. 
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In the next few years, the teachers’ livelihood will be 
guaranteed with a steady source of income which is to be 
institutionalized at the state level in accordance with a 
formula that calls for joint efforts by the state and the 
people to promote education. It is necessary to settle the 
issue concerning teachers’ salaries while creating condi- 
tions for organizing productive labor at schools to help 
teachers raise funds to improve school activities and 
supplement their income. 


Radio Calls for Environmental Protection 
BK210906 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The current alarming situation involving the 
sharp decrease in both the size of our country’s natural 
resources and the quality of the environment has greatly 
affected implementation of our socioeconomic tasks. 


Compared with 1980, the area devoted to agricultural 
production in the entire country for 1985 has decreased 
by 1.34 percent and the average annual decrease in the 
rice-growing area has been 70,000 hectares. Meanwhile, 
forestation for 1985 has decreased by one-half compared 
with 1945. The forested area has been reduced from 43.8 
to 22 percent. 


Very great losses have been recorded by the mining 
industry, with losses amounting to 12-15 percent for 
opencut mining, 42-54 percent for underground mining, 
26 percent for apatite exploitation, and 36 percent for 
the exploitation of stable bromide and other minerals. 


Animal and vegetation resources have also decreased 
with each passing day. A number of rare and precious 
species are facing the danger of extermination. 


We must combine legal means and economic measures 
with an awareness program to end the growing decrease 
in the size of our natural resources and protect our life 
environment. 


Ha Nam Ninh on ‘Lending’ Grain to State 
BK260524 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
300 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Ha Nam Ninh Province is motivating the local 
people to save and lend grain to the state and to help one 
another solve difficulties in daily life. The Coc Thanh, 
Le Loi, Luong Hiep, and Trung Thanh cooperatives in 
Vu Ban District have ioaned the state 100 tonnes of 
paddy, while retired cadres and their families have 
voluntarily loaned 30 tonnes of grain, an amount equal 
to their 4-month food supply. In Duy Tien District, 
people and cadres consumed grain sparingly, saving 
nearly 500 tonnes in paddy equivalent for lending to the 
state. For their part, Chau Giang, Yen Bac, and Ngoc 
Bac villages have loaned to the state 62, 21, and 18 
tonnes of grain respeciively. Six households have also 
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loaned a tonne of paddy each. In Xuan Thuy District, the 
Xuan Thuy Cooperative has loaned 25 tonnes of grain 
and sold another 8 tonnes to the state at negotiated 
prices. 


Meanwhile, the provincial women’s union and the eld- 
erly people’s association have motivated their members 
to save from | to 2 kg of grain to loan to the state and to 
aid one another in difficult times. 


Council of Ministers on Agricultural Management 


BK220801 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 21 Apr 88 


{Text} On 20-21 April, the Council of Ministers held a 
conference to study and discuss measures designed to 
Carry out the Political Bureau resolution on renovating 
economic management in agriculture. 


Comrade Le Phuoc Tho, member of the party Central 
Committee and head of the party Central Committee’s 
Agriculture Department, expounded on the spirit, view- 
points, and basic contents of the resolution. He pointed 
out and analyzed the preparations made by the Political 
Bureau and the views contributed by the various sectors 
and echelons from the central to grass-roots level as well 
as by the delegates to the First Congress of the Vietnam 
Peasants’ Union. He expressed the deep concern held by 
the Political Bureau, the Secretariat, all sectors and 
echelons, and the peasantry nationwide for the future of 
our country’s agriculture. 


He also analyzed each part and each major point of the 
resolution and stressed the main requirements for reno- 
vating economic management in agriculture. These con- 
sist, among other things, of truly releasing production 
forces; developing the various economic components; 
shifting our country’s agriculture from a system of small 
production characterized by self-supply to commercial 
production along the lines of combining specialization 
with comprehensive business; advancing step by step 
toward socialist large-scale production; properly resolv- 
ing the relations concerning interests, especially those of 
grain producers who are daily feeding our entire society; 
broadening democracy; upholding the legal system; 
building a new socialist countryside; renovating the 
Organization and cadre-related work to suit the eco- 
nomic structure and the new mechanism of manage- 
ment; and resolving the issues concerning the positions 
of and relations among different economic components 
in agriculture as well as some other issues concerning 
State agricultural management. 


Vice Chairman of the Council of Ministers Nguyen Ngoc 
Triu directly worked with and guided the sectors con- 
cerned in formulating plans and devising the orienta- 
tions, goals, and organizational methods for fully famil- 
iarizing cadres with the spirit and contents of the 
resolution, and on this basis, working out draft programs 
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and specific policies to be submitted at an early date to 
the Council of Ministers for approval and promulgation 
to rapidly turn this important resolution into a move- 
ment for productive labor. 


The Council of Ministers and the sectors concerned 
should overcome their longstanding shortcoming of 
being slow and inconsistent in institutionalizing resolu- 
tions into specific policies. This not only makes it 
difficult to keep track of their implementation and 
reduces their effectiveness and economic results, but also 
dampens the enthusiasm and confidence of grass-roots 
units and the laboring people. Only by firmly grasping 
the concept, viewpoints, and basic contents of the reso- 
lution can the Council of Ministers and the various 
sectors proceed satisfactorily with formulating policies, 
procedures, and laws in an intensive, steadfast, and 
standardized manner along the line of linking the short 
and the long term and ensuring an organic relationship 
among the different policies in order to generate a 
combined strength and driving force for vigorously tak- 
ing Our country’s agriculture forward with a new step of 
development. 


Nationwide Agricultural Activities Reported 
BK241415 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Summary] The General Statistic Department reports 
that as of 15 April northern provinces had weeded 70 
percent of the winter-spring rice area. The winter-spring 
rice is currently growing ears and about 90,000 hectares 
are being ravaged by harmful insects, representing 8 
percent of the cultivated area or 25 percent of the 
corresponding period last year. “Provinces most affected 
are Thanh Hoa, 22,000 hectares; Ha Nam Ninh, 20,000 
hectares; Thai Binh, 20,000 hectares; and Hai Hung, 
17,000 hectares.” 


Southern provinces are striving to complete their winter- 
spring rice planting and are mobilizing animal draft 
force and tractors to plow land for the summer-fall rice. 
Provinces in the Mekong River delta area are trying to 
increase their summer-fall rice acreage by 90,000 hect- 
ares over the previous year. 


“Carrying out the policy on integrating investment for 
key rice planting areas, since the beginning of the crop 
season the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry 
has supplied almost 100,000 metric tons of nitrate and 
potash fertilizer to localities and will continue to supply 
weed killer. The ministry is mobilizing hundreds of large 
tractors to help key rice planting provinces to plow land 
for their rice crops.” 


Meanwhile the Vegetation Protection Department has 
provided various provinces with more than 60 percent of 
the volume of insecticide set for this year to eliminate 
harmful insects on winter-spring and summer-fall rice- 
fields. The water conservancy sector has also accelerated 
various projects to serve the summer-fall rice crop. 
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The meteorological department reports that weather 
conditions will be sunny nationwide during the next 10 
days. As a result, southern provinces should take advan- 
tage of the favorable weather to complete their winter- 
spring rice planting, while northern provinces should 
Strive to improve irrigation to cope with possible 
drought in the days ahead. 


“To overcome difficulty in electric power for irrigation 
requirement, the ministries of agriculture and food 
industry, water conservancy, and energy recently he'd a 
meeting to discuss plans to supply electric power to 
various water pumping stations. However, electricity 
remains a difficult question because electric power must 
be provided, on a priority basis, to various capital 
construction projects at the Hoa Binh hydroelectric 
power plant in May.” 


To overcome this difficulty, localities have no choice but 
to use electricity and water strictly in an economical 
manner to save them for ricefields during their earing 


stage. 


Labor Deployment ‘Poor’ in First Quarter 
BK240909 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 17 Apr 88 


[Radio correspondent Tieu Lien’s “article:” ““Why has 
Labor Deployment been so Poor in This Year's First 
Quarter?”’} 


[Text] During this year’s first quarter, according to a 
tentative plan established by the state, all localities were 
expected to relocate 93,000 people including 42,400 
laborers. However, by the end of the quarter, the entire 
country had been able to move only 42,700 people, 
including 21,000 laborers, fulfilling approximately 50 
percent of the plan. 


Why are the results of labor deployment so poor in this 
year’s first quarter; could it be that the people do not 
want to go and build new economic zones? Posing this 
question to the Labor Deployment Department of the 
Ministry of Labor, War Invalids, and Social Welfare, we 
were told by the comrades there that we were both right 
and wrong. We were wrong because the people have now 
developed an understanding of the new economic zones 
that is far different from what the case was before. The 
results of production and life in a number of new 
economic zones as described in letters sent back by 
relatives and neighbors have greatly encouraged every- 
one. Therefore, the number of people applying to go and 
build new economic zones has been increasing in many 
localities. People are volunteering to go even from local- 
ities where production and living conditions are fairly 
satisfactory such as Chuong My in Ha Son Binh, Xuan 
Thuy and Hai Hau in Ha Nam Ninh, and Hoai Duc in 
Hanoi. In their letters of application, some people clearly 
state their reasons for going, saying they have decided to 
go and build the new economic zones not only to resolve 
immediate problems in their life but also to shape a 
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future for their children. In spite of this popular under- 
standing, complaints have still surfaced and people have 
left a number of new economic zones, making it impos- 
sible to fulfill the plan for population redistribution. Let 
us see why. 


The most difficult problem at present is grain. During 
this year’s first quarter, the irrational supply of grain 
caused a lot of hardship to people who had just arrived in 
the new economic zones. According to state regulations, 
the provinces are required to provide a 3-month supply 
of grain to families leaving for the new economic zones. 
For the sake of convenience, some localities have agreed 
to deliver that grain to the grain corporation at the point 
of departure with the families receiving grain at their 
destination. However, things have not happened like 
that in reality. The grain supply for households leaving 
Thai Binh Province for the new economic zones was 
delivered to the provincial grain corporation; however, 
on arrival in Darlac, those households were told that the 
provincial grain corporation could not sell them any 
grain at all because Darlac was facing a grain shortage 
itself. This is trtue—Darlac has been facing a very serious 
grain shortage and was looking forward to receiving 270 
tons of grain from the grain corporation at the point of 
departure. 


To help resolve the situation, the Labor Deployment 
Department held working sessions with the Grain Sup- 
ply Section of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Industry and was informed that the grain had been 
delivered to the localities involved. 


To help solve the problem, many provinces suggested 
that those households leaving for the new economic 
zones in the Western Highlands be supplied with grain at 
the point of departure. On the surface this sounds like a 
solution that would help alleviate the people’s difficul- 
ties, but if we study the issue a little further, we can see 
some disadvantages: 


Suppose 6,000 households were to be moved to the 
South in the first quarter with each household receiving 
193 kilograms of grain, then the total amount of grain 
supplied would be 1,158 tons, and approximately 41 
million dong would be needed to cover transportation 
fom Hanoi to Gia Lai-Kontum. 


The state, meanwhile, is having to move grain from the 
Mekong Delta to Hanoi. Thus, by moving this amount of 
grain back and forth, over 90 million dong would be 
wasted in transportation, not to mention other difficul- 
ties and inconveniences. This is why the railway sector 
was firm in refusing to move grain from the north back 
to the south, and it was correct in doing so. But if the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry is nct respon- 
sible for dealing with this issue, the railway sector denies 
transportation service, and the destination province 
refuses to sell grain, then where can the settlers turn? 
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Another difficulty encountered in the first quarter was 
that since the state had come up with only a tentative 
plan instead of an official one, many sectors such as the 
financial, grain, and supply sectors were not prepared to 
meet the requirements for the redistribution of labor and 
population, especially with regard to capital construc- 
tion. It was not until 28 February that the provinces of 
Ha Bac, Quang Nam-Danang, and Nghe Tinh obtained 
funds for the building of new economic zones; and by the 
end of March, Gia Lai-Kontum Province had not been 
provided with funds and supplies for this purpose. Of all 
the provinces in the country, Dac Lac has one of largest 
numbers of settlers arriving in the new economic zones. 
However, this province has to date received only 110 
million out of a total of 480 million dong already 
earmarked for it this year; and by the end of the first 
quarter, it had not been provided with cement, iron, and 
steel—and not much time remains for capital construc- 
tion in the Central Highlands. 


As our forefathers said, a prosperous life is impossible 
without proper settlement. How then can settlers embark 
on production immediately when materials for building 
houses, tapping water supply sources, and setting up 
schools and health stations are not available? “ealities 
show that new economic zones that have ach «' ed sta- 
bility and developed steadily are able to du so chiefly 
thanks to efforts to build primary material bases. 


Beside the main difficulties we have just mentioned, 
there also exist other problems such as rapid price 
fluctuations, the failure to settle price differentials in 
time to make up for the discontinuance of the travel 
subsistence allowance, inefficiency in labor deployment 
due to the reduction in force of cadres which is taking 
place in many localities, poor transportation of settlers 
destined for the new economic zones, and so forth. All 
these difficulties have greatly affected the redistribution 
of labor in this year’s first quarter, and this has not only 
been reflected in low statistical figures, but will also 
weaken the morale of many. It is to be hoped that the 
Ministry of Labor, War Invalids, and Social Welfare will 
coordinate more actively with the State Planning Com- 
mission, the ministries of Finance, Agriculture and Food 
Production, and Communications and Transportation, 
as well as both the departure and destination provinces 
in removing the immediate difficulties and adopting 
rational policies and procedures for labor and popula- 
tion redistribution. 


Briefs 


Belgrade Trade Accords Signed 


Hanoi VNA April 22—Vietnam, represented by Minis- 
ter of External Economic Relations Doan Duy Thanh, 
signed the Belgrade agreement and declaration on a 
system of trade preference among developing countries. 
These documents, reached at the ministerial meeting of 
the Group of 77 held in Belgrade recently, is a contribu- 
tion to strengthening cooperation among the developing 
countries in their efforts to achieve economic indepen- 
dence and social progress. [Text] [BK220741 Hanoi VNA 
in English 0706 GMT 22 Apr 88) 
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Song Be Party Development 


Last year Song Be Province admitted 777 new party 
members, of which 513 or 68 percent were young. 
Generally speaking, party development in nearly all 
localities in Song Be has been slow. In 1987, the number 
of Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union members 
admitted into the CPV accounted for only 22.6 percent 
of the outstanding youth union members recommended 
for party membership by various grass-roots youth 
unions. Numerous youth union cadres, recommended 
for party membership for several years, have not yet 
been considered for admission. Many party organiza- 
tions have paid attention only to recruiting new party 
members from among the administrative and nonpro- 
ductive sectors. Importance has not been attached to 
training and admitting workers directly engaged in pro- 
duction or teachers. From among the contingent of 
young scientific and technical cadres, only nine were 
recruited in the past year. Almost 70 percent of village 
and subward youth union cadres remain outside the 
party. [Excerpt] [BK250649 Hanoi Domestic Service in 
Vietnamese 2300 GMT 21 Apr 88] 
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Briefs 
Do Muoi Receives Nicaraguan Youth 


Hanoi VNA April 20—A delegation of the July 19th 
Sandinista Youth Union led by its first secretary, Pedro 
Urotado, has visited Vietnam at the invitation of the 
central committee of the Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union [HCMCYU]. While here, the delegation 
had working sessions with the Secretariat of the 
HCMCYU headed by its first secretary Ha Quan Du 
aimed at strengthening the friendship, cooperation, and 
mutual assistance between the youths and peoples of the 
two countries. The delegation travelled to Ho Chi Minh 
City and Tien Giang in the south and Lang Son Province 
in the north, met young combatants of the Vietnam 
People’s Army. It was warmly received by Do Muoi, 
Politburo member and secretary of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam Central Committee, who reaffirmed 
the Vietnamese people’s militant solidarity with and 
strong support for the Nicaraguan revolution and 
expressed their firm belief in the final victory of the 
Nicaraguan people. [Text] [BK2/0620 Hanoi VNA in 
English 1556 GMT 20 Apr 88} 


Australia 


Hayden Urges ‘Calm, Restraint’ in New Caledonia 
BK260946 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0803 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[From the “International Report” program] 


[Text] At a meeting in Canberra, federal parliamentari- 
ans from the ruling Australian Labor Party have called 
on the French Government to renounce what they 
termed its policy of confrontation in New Caledonia. 
The caucus meeting called for a real effort by France to 
move towards the objectives of self-determination and 
independence for the territory. Talking to reporters 
outside the meeting, Australia’s foreign affairs minister, 
Mr Bill Hayden, expressed concern about the violence in 
New Caledonia but said that there was little Australia 
could do except counsel calm. 


[Begin recording] [Hayden] We deeply regret the evi- 
dence of violence; violence is not going to be a solution 
to anyone’s problems in New Caledonia. As the prime 
minister has pointed out, there are fundamental causes 
to this problem. As President Mitterrand has said on 
more than one occasion, there is, from his point of view, 
an unacceptably colonialist situation in New Caledonia 
that is based on an unfair distribution of wealth and 
opportunity in New Caledonia, and he has pledged that 
a socialist democratically...[changes thought] a demo- 
cratic socialist administration with authority to act 
would act toward trying to overcome those problems. 


[Unidentified questioner] Will France be doing anything 
{words indistinct]? 


[Hayden] Well, we are not asked, we are not being asked, 
and it’s very hard to see what we can do, except to 
counsel calm and restraint in the face of extreme prov- 
ocation, and particularly to recognize that to resort to 
violence from whichever quarter that resort comes, it’s 
not going to solve the problems there. [end recording] 


Hayden Meets With ‘Frontline States’ tion 
BK230905 Melbourne Overseas Service in Englis 


0510 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] Officials from the so-called Frontline States of 
southern Africa have completed talks in the Australian 
capital, Canberra, with the foreign minister, Mr Hayden, 
and other officials. 


The delegation was led by Botswana’s vice president, 
Peter Mmusi, who is also head of the South African 
Development Coordination Conference, which includes 
the nine Frontline States close to South Africa itself. 
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Mr Mmusi said much of the discussion in Canberra had 
centered on how Australian aid of about $75 million was 
being used by the Frontline States. He said it was being 
directed at helping alter national infrastructures to lessen 


dependence on South Africa. 


Australian opposition parties have criticized Australia’s 
contribution arguing that money should be channelled to 
countries closer to home who also need help. 


New Caledonia 
Violence Continues; RPCR Wins Elections 


Three Europeans Wounded 
BK231158 Hong Kong AFP in English 1146 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] Noumea, April 23 (AFP)—Three people of 
European origin were shot and wounded in New Cale- 
donia on Saturday as Melanesian separatists holding 27 
gendarmes hostage set conditions for their release. 


Police said the situation “‘was unsound across the whole 
of the territory” amid reports of growing agitation by 
pro-independence Melanesians ahead of local elections 
Sunday. 


The three men were fired at as they drove through 
Canala, on the east of the main island of this French 
Pacific territory. 


One of the wounded was Henri Morini, a member of the 
anti-i.dependence Rally for Caledonia in the (French) 
Republic (RPCR), party officials said. The other two 
were not identified. 


RPCR MP Jacques Lafleur told AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE that Mr. Morini had been hit in the stomach by 
buckshot but that his life was not in danger. Mr. Morini 
was to be transported by helicopter to Noumea, he 
added. 


Mr. Lafleur said the three men had gone to Canala to 
“protect those who are going to vote Sunday.” [passage 
omitted] 


Reinforcements Rushed to Mare 
BK240315 Hong Kong AFP in English 0254 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Noumea, April 24 (AFP)—Kanak separatists 
opened fire on security forces, set up road blocks and 
surrounded a police station in a violent campaign to 
disrupt presidential and regional elections in New Cale- 
donia Sunday. French authorities rushed reinforcements 
to the island of Mare in the Loyalty group where about 
50 armed Kanaks, or native Melanesians, were besieging 
a police station in the township of Tadine, informed 
sources said. 
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Two gendarmes suffered gunshot wounds early in the 
day—one at the east coast township of Canala and the 
other at Pouenbout on the west coast of La Grande 
Terre, New Caledonia’s main island, the sources said. 
The gendarme wounded at Canala was reporied seri- 
ony hurt and had to be evacuated by helicopter, they 
sa 


Shots were also fired near the townships of Kone and 
Paita and on the land of the turbulent Saint-Louis tribe 
just south of Noumea, where shotgun blasts were aimed 
at passing cars, sources said. 


Separatists set up road blocks of branches and barbed 
wire in several areas, particularly on the east coast of the 
main island, traditionally a stronghold of the pro-inde- 
pendence Kanak Socialist National Liberation Front 
(FLNKS). 


Kanak militants were still holding 27 gendarmes on the 
island of Ouvea in the Loyalty group after capturing 
them in a surprise raid early Friday in which three 
gendarmes were hacked to death and two seriously 
wounded. 


The militants who have split up into several groups and 
hidden in the bush demanded the cancellation of Sun- 
day’s regional elections as one condition for the release 
of their captives, the FLNKS said Saturday. 


Security forces were combing the area. 


The French High Commission here said 101 out of 139 
polling booths had opened Sunday, and a 37 per cent 
turnout was reported in the presidential poll and 35 per 
cent in the regional elections at 1! a.m. (2400 GMT 
Saturday). 


A heavy turnout was reported in Noumea, which was 
calm and where voting proceeded without disturbance. 


Informed sources said the west coast was generally calm 
except for the isolated incident at Pouenbout where a 
gendarme on patrol was slightly hurt when his vehicle 
was fired on. 


FLNKS militants succeeded in preventing a number of 
polling stations from opening, mainly in remote tribal 
areas in the bush, on the east coast and in the Loyalty 
Islands, informed sources said. 


Roads were reported cut by roadblocks and polling 
stations were closed on the offshore island of Mare where 
gendarmes had retreated inside their police station after 
being encircled by Kanak militants armed with shotguns. 


French authorities have given orders to gendarmes in 
remote districts to take every precaution against being 
seized as hostages, officials said. 
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New Caledonia’s 87,353 electors were called on to vote 
in the first round of the French presidential election and 
in a separate ballot to elect members of four regional 
councils who will sit on a newly-created territorial con- 


gress. 


The FLNKS has boycotted the poll, leaving the election 
to be contested among candidates opposed to indepen- 
dence from France. 


French Minister for Overseas Territories Bernard Pons 
was expected to arrive in Noumea late Sunday from 
Paris following the flare-up in violence. 


A further 160 gendarmes, including about 20 members 
of the elite GIGN [Intervention Group of the National 
Gendarmerie] intervention squad, were due to arrive in 
New Caledonia from France Sunday to join the 3,000 
gendarmes and riot police already in New Caledonia, 
official sources said. 


Fourth Gendarme Dies of Injuries 
BK241416 Hong Kong AFP in English 1407 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Noumea, New Caledonia, April 24 (AFP)}—A 
fourth gendarme has died of injuries received Friday [22 
April] when Kanak separatists attacked a police station 
on the New Caledonian island of Ouvea, the French 
High Comission said on Sunday. 


The policeman, Georges Moulie, had been evacuated to 
Sydney’s Royal Prince Alfred Hospital on Saturday. 


Three gendarmes were hacked to death in Friday’s atiack 
and 27 were taken hostage. The Kanak Socialist Libera- 
tion Front (FLNKS), which seeks independence for the 
French South Pacific territory, claimed responsibility for 
seizing the gendarmes in a statement released Sunday. 


RPCR Wins Majority 
LD241825 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1600 GMT 24 Apr 88 


{Excerpt} [Passage omitted] A vast operation has been 
launched by the gendarmerie in the Island of Ouvea 
where 27 gendarmes are still detained by militant sepa- 
ratists. Despite these serious incidents, the voter turnout 
for today’s double regional and presidential elections has 
reached nearly 60 percent. The results of regional elec- 
tions have just been given: the Rally for New Caledonia 
in the Republic [RPCR] will enjoy more than an absolute 
majority of seats in the future congress of the territories. 
It has taken 35 of the 48 seats available. The National 
Front has taken eight seats, other rightwing parties have 
taken three seats, and two were taken by a list sponsored 
by the Socialists. The separatists have called for a 
boycott of the elections. 
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Kanaks Release 11 Gendarmes 
AU242046 Paris AFP in English 2047 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Paris, April 24 (AFP)—Melanesian activists have 
released 11 of 27 they have been holding 
hostage in the French South Pacific territory of New 
Caledonia since Friday, Defence Minister Andre Giraud 
announced here Sunday. 


The pro-independence Melanesians, known locally as 
Kanaks, took the 27 gendarmes hostage after an attack 
on a police station on the island of Ouvea. 


Three gendarmes were hacked to death in the attack and 
another has since died of his injuries. 


French Minister Pons Arrives 
LD242111 Paris Domestic Service in French 
2048 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] I have a dispatch announcing the arrival in New 
Caledonia of Bernard Pons, the minister of the overseas 
departments and territories. He has gone there following 
a restricted committee meeting held by Jacques Chirac at 
the Hotel Matignon [French prime minister's office]. 
Just before his arrival in Noumea Defense Minister 
Andre Giraud stated on Antenne-2 that 11 of the 27 


gendarmes held hostage had been released. 


Melanesian Woman Killed 
BK250510 Hong Kong AFP in English 0449 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Noumea, April 25 (AFP)}—A young woman was 
killed Monday during a shooting incident at the town- 
ship of Canala on the east coast of New Caledonia’s main 
island, official sources said. 


The 18-year-old Melanesian woman died in cross fire 
between French gendarmes and Melanesian separatists, 
the sources said. 


The shooting occurred when the gendarmes attempted to 
break out of their police station which was besieged by 
the militants, known here as Kanaks. 


Canala was the scene of several shooting incidents Sun- 
day in which seven gendarmes were wounded. 


Man Killed in Postelection Protests 
BK260045 Hong Kong AFP in English 0036 GMT 
26 Apr 8&8 


[Excerpt] Noumea, April 26 (AFP)}—A young mixed- 
race man died after being shot in the throat during 
post-election protests here on Monday, the second death 
in ee territory in 24 hours, the gendarme- 
rie said. 
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The 17-year-old youth, Matial Fanaa, was shot in the 
central region of New Caledonia’s main island. Earlier in 
the day an 18-year-old Kanak woman, Julie Akaro, was 
shot dead in a clash with gendarmes in the town of 
Canala on the east coast of the main island. 


Meanwhile President Francois Mitterrand, who emerged 
as the front-runner to be France’s next president in a 
first-round election on Sunday, called in Paris for the 
poll results in New Caledonia to be declared null and 
void. 


The round of violence here, during which four gen- 
darmes have also been killed and 16 are still being held 
hostage, arose during a campaign by native Melanesians 
fae ae a [passage 
omitted] 


Forces, Separatists Exchange Fire 
a Hong Kong AFP in English 0330 GMT 
26 Apr 


{Excerpt} Noumea, April 26 (AFtp)—French security 
forces and Melanesian separatists exchanged fire on 
tribal lands south of here Tuesday [26 April] as the death 
toll in violent incidents in New Caledonia mounted. 


Gendarmes, backed by armoured cars, used light weap- 
ons, tear gas and stun grenades during an operation 
about 15 kilometres (10 miles) south of Noumea in a 
district where the turbulent Saint Louis tribe has 
harassed security forces for months, sources said. 


The separatists also used guns, the sources said. 


Traffic on the main road south of Noumea was halted by 
road blocks erected by both Melanesian separatists— 
known locally as Kanaks—and militants opposed to 
independence from France. 


A 17-year-old youth, Matial Fanaa, shot and wounded in 
the central mountains Monday, died during the night, 
police said. An 18-year-old Kanak woman, Julie Akaro, 
was shot dead Monday in an exchange of fire between 
gendarmes and separatists in Canala on the east cast of 
the main island. [passage omitted] 


Civilians Airlifted From Town 
BK260904 Hong Kong AFP in English 0832 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[By David Davies] 


[Text] Noumea, April 26 (AFP)}—About 30 civilians 
were airlifted from the embattled eastern town of Canala 
Tuesday as French security forces launched massive 
cymes against armed Meianesian separatists, offi- 
cials said. 
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Another 100 civilians were holed up in the police station 
at Canala where they sought refuge after French gen- 
darmes exchanged fire with the separatists Monday. 


Melanesian snipers were reported to be firing random 
shots in the town, whose telephone links and electricity 
supply had been cut off. 


Helicopters flew about 30 civilians, including women 
and children, to Noumea, the officials said. 


Security forces in the Canala sector had been reinforced 
but operations were hampered by the terrain with high 
grass providing good cover for gunmen, officials said. 


An 18-year-old Melanesian women was killed Monday 
in an exchange of fire between gendarmes and separatists 
at Canala, a coastal town. Police said that a 17-year-old 
youth of mixed race, who was shot and wounded in the 
central mountains Monday had died, bringing the toll in 
violent incidents since Friday to six. 


Minister for Overseas Territories Bernard Pons told 

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE that in addition to the 

Canala operation, security forces had launched sweeps 

south of Noumea and on Ouvea island in the offshore 

Loyalty group where armed Kanaks were still holding 16 
as 


Mr. Pons said the Canala operation covered the moun- 
tainous central region of La Grande Terre, the principal 
islind of the South Pacific territory. 


Security forces were deployed about 150 kilometres (95 
miles) north of Noumea, the territorial capital, from 
Bourail and La Foa on the west coast to Houailou and 
Canala on the east coast. 
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The two main roads crossing the mountains from the 
west to east coasts had been opened to traffic, the 
minister said. 


About 300 were participating in the search 
for the 16 missing gendarmes being held on Ouvea island 
by separatists, who Monday released | 1 other gendarmes 
snatched in a raid on a police station Friday. Four 
gendarmes were killed in the raid. 


Mr pons, who flew over the island in a helicopter 
Monday, said the hunt had been narrowed to an area of 
about 20 square kilometres but the operation was very 
difficult because of the dense bush and rugged terrain. 


Shots were exchanged about 15 kilometres (10 miles) 
south of Noumea Tuesday morning but journalists were 
unable to discover who was responsible. 


Kanak separatists and militant settlers ioyal to France 
erected barricades about 100 metres (yards) apart on the 
main road where it passes through the lands of the 
turbulent Saint Louis tribe, a Kanak separatist strong- 
hold. 


Security forces, backed by arrnoured cars, used tear gas 
and stun grenades to clear the road, an AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE reporter said. 


The Political Bureau of the Kanak Socialist National 
Liberation Front (FLNKS), accused Mr Pons of uttering 
“a declaration of colonial war”. 


The FLNKS leadership was responding to a statement by 
Mr. Pons that he had ordered security forces to shoot 
back if fired upon. 


Leopold Joredie, who ranks third in the FLNKS leader- 
ship, said that the present wave of violence was only the 
first stage: “The second stage will be the second round of 
the presidential election (on May 8). We have to estab- 
lish a sufficient level of strength for discussions to be 
opened with the new government,” he said. 


END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 

foe | [VP 


